
 

Cebik offered that "We 
should not be troubled 
by the size of the task 
at hand: Curing 
Amateur Radio of its 
illegalities and 
indecencies. We have 
many more folks 
available to wield the 
Wouff-Hong and the 
Rettysnitch. No, not on 
others, but 
on ourselves - to make 
sure that we set a 
model for how amateur 
operations ought to be 
conducted." 

Do the Wouff-Hong and 
Rettysnitch still hold 
their mystical power 
over us today? 

L.B. Cebik, W4RNL, 
answered this question 
well, when he asked 
"Why were the Wouff-
Hong and the 
Rettysnitch so powerful 
to those early hams?  

Cont: 

Our Hobby, Amateur 

Radio is a noble 
avocation with its roots 
probably commencing 
on 12 December 1901.  
The letter „S‟ in Morse 
code was received 
through a strange 
apparatus in an old 
barracks on Signal Hill 
at the mouth of the 
harbour at St. Johns 
Newfoundland.  This 
signal emanated from 
Poldhu, Cornwall, on 
the south west tip of 
England.  The man 
responsible was 
Guglielmo Marconi, 
whose name is now 
famous throughout the 
world. 

Shortly after this, as 
with any new 
development, amateurs 
took up the cause, and 
about thirteen years 
later through an 
experience he had, 
Hiram Percy Maxim 
created the 
organisation we revere 
today as the ARRL.  

I wonder if we are all 
aware of the legend 
and tradition stemming 
from the above for us 
as Radio Amateurs?  

There are two sacred 
symbols, and 
symbolically are two 
gruesome instruments 
of excruciating torture 
used to enforce law, 
and order, and decency 
in amateur radio 
operation.  These 
instruments, the Wouff-
Hong which holds 
major significance and 
the Reti-Snitch, which 
to a degree is minor, 
are real and are 
prominently displayed 
at the ARRL 
Headquarters in main 
Street, Newington, 
USA.  

Please „Google‟ these 
and find out more about 
them as there is a host 
of interesting 
information to be found!  
The following are two 
excerpts that caught my 
attention, leaving quite 
a bit of food for thought! 

By Rob L. Dey, 
KA2BEO1 - September 
1997 

A wonderful article 
about these two 
legends was written by 
L.B. Cebik, W4RNL2, 
and appeared in 
September 1996 QST, 
on pages 59 and 603. 
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Because those 
hams cared about 
Amateur Radio in 
their hearts. They 
desired that which 
they knew they could 
never have: A per-
fectly law-abiding, de-
cent radio service that 
would inspire young 
and old alike to be-
come hams or, lack-
ing the inclination to 
electronics, to be-
come admirers of 
hams. Every minute 
of on-the-air time was 
a chance to show how 
noble a pursuit Ama-
teur Radio was and 
should always be. 
They feared the Wouff
-Hong and the Rettys-
nitch as instruments 
of their own con-
sciences, as they 
strove to meet the 
standards they set for 
themselves. And that 
is where you will find 
the Wouff-Hong and 
the Rettysnitch today 
- deep in your own 
conscience. If they 
seem to hold no 
power, then you know 
it’s time once more to 
elevate your stan-
dards a notch higher, 
and then to strive to 
achieve them per-
fectly." He added, 
"May you never de-
serve their sting." 

Generally speaking, I 
am impressed by the 
operating protocol of 
most of the amateurs 
I hear on the air, and 

it‟s refreshing when 
their individual per-
sonalities come 
through.  However, 
and this seems to be 
a general comment, 
slow down! Some-
times it‟s difficult to 
copy, especially rat-
tled off call signs.  
Also watch those long 
over‟s with no identifi-
cation, even on 2M!  

We have been left a 
great tradition and 
legacy and I am over-
awed at times when I 
read and see the odd 
photograph of the 
bulky primitive equip-
ment used in those 
days.   

C H A I R M A N ’ S  C H A T  … …  C O N T ;  

‘Because 

those hams 

cared about 

Amateur 

Radio in their 

hearts.’  
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Possibly, although 
those amateurs were 
only operating CW 
the equipment was 
easier to build, but at 
the same time much 
of the basic compo-
nents had to be made 
from scratch after ex-
perimentation.  Nev-
ertheless they prac-
ticed their art with dis-
tinction! 

 

Take care, 73 to all 

de ZS1FW  Noel 

Chairman’s 

Chirp !!! 



At 08:00 Evan ZS1EVP, 

Danny ZS1BL, Dirk ZS1X, 

Maurice ZS1ACH and I, Rob 
ZS1SA met at the club house 

and began setting up the 
tent and masts. We were 

joined by Noel ZS1FW and 

John ZS1GOM who assisted 

with the antenna erections. 

We used the club’s long 

military mast to support one 

end of the W3DZZ and G5RV 

dipoles along with loading up 
the mast itself for use as a 

20 meter vertical, which 

performed very well. 

For the first time in a long 

time, we were actually ready 

to go by the time the contest 

started at 12:00 noon with 
two transmitters and four 

antennas using solar and 

generator power. 

Operators were Danny, Dirk, 

Maurice, John, and Rob. 

During our operations that 

day a total of 5 other club 
members stopped by to say 
hello, and also Matt, our well 

known aspiring radio 

hobbyist and hopefully soon 

to be radio amateur, came 
to visit. Matt brought along 

his friend and his friend’s 

father who were also very 
interested in our operation 

and had many questions 

about ham radio in general.  

Band conditions were 

fantastic on 15 meters 

where there was wall to wall 

DX, working various 

overseas contests, which 
did not help in our attempt 

to contact as many South 

African field day stations as 

possible. 

In the evening, 40 meters is 
the workhorse for the SARL 

field day operations as at 

this time of day the 40 

meter band offers the best 

propagation across the 

country. However, to our 
surprise we discovered that 

one of the most popular 

RTTY contests in the world, 

the CQ World Wide (CQWW) 

RTTY contest was well 

underway that weekend. The 

RTTY signals were pinning 

our S meter needle against 

it’s stops from 7.0 to 7.150 

Mhz. Voice communications 

outside of the immediate 

area was impossible. 

Several stations in Gauteng 

could be heard working each 

other but they were not 

hearing our weak SSB 
signals from the Western 
Cape through the RTTY sigs. 

We managed to make a few 
CW contacts in between the 

RTTY signals but the going 

was extremely rough. 

 

On Saturday evening a very 
enjoyable braai was held, 

attended by Dirk, Maurice, 

Rob and Peter. 

As the sun rose in the 

morning, the propagation 

path shortened, thereby 

allowing the RTTY stations to 

fall down into the noise and 
several South African field 

day and home stations were 

now workable on 40 meters. 

 

It appears that our call for 
assistance on the Sunday 

bulletin fell on deaf ears as 

only the 3 operators that 

stayed overnight plus Danny 

who arrived in the morning 

were available to do the 
disassembly and packing 

away of the field day station 

at 12:00 noon.  

F I E L D  D A Y  R E P O R T  B A C K … . . 1 2  / 1 3  F E B  2 0 1 1  

FIELD DAY 

WEEKEND 

NEWS! 

 

WHAT A BLAST! 

 ALL THROUGH 

THE NIGHT….. 

SHAME IF YOU 

MISSED THIS 

ONE! 
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Solving the usual 

tent 

 assembly puzzle! 

Once again, our work is 

over and Maurice’s work in 
compiling and submitting 

the scores is just beginning.  

I would like to thank the few 
members who assisted with 

and visited the station 

during the contest. 

Rob  ZS1SA 



S E C R E T A R Y ’ S  R E P O R T … . . R U S S E L L  Z S 1 V K  

SEEN  ...SHACK 

DOOR SIGN! 
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ACHTUNG 
 

Das elecronmachinen is nicht fur gerfingerpoken 

und mittengrabben. Is easy schnappen der 

springenwork, blowenfusen und poppencorken 

mit spittzensparken. Ist nicht fur gewerken by das 

dummkopfen. Das rubbernecken sightseeren keep-

pen 

das hands in das pockets. Relaxen und watch das 

blinkenlights. 

From the Secretary..... 

 

Hi all. Not too much to report on this month, but am very pleased to be able to welcome our 

newest member, Jim Heydenrych. Jim, who is retired, has had many years experience with 

the Fire Department. Jim’s main interest at the moment is listening to the repeaters but 

hopes to obtain his licence soon so as to be able to expand on this wonderful hobby. Wel-

come aboard Jim and may our association be long and rewarding. 

That’s all for now, until next issue. 

Russell ZS1VK 



Hello again, in mid-

February! Here are some 

notes to add to last 

month‟s feature, and an-

other mention of the 

magic of Automatic Posi-

tion Reporting System, 

which hopefully is rising 

in popularity again. 

Last month, I talked 

about the creation of a 

database. Well, we have 

the basic framework of 

the database now, and it 

will be installed on the 

CTARC website by the 

time you read this. As 

mentioned, the frame is 

simple, and the search 

feature is straightforward, 

so you won‟t need to be a 

rocket scientist to add 

items and modify them. I 

hope you have a version 

of Office on your PC. The 

database is saved in a 

form compatible with all 

versions of Office. So, 

install the file you‟ve just 

downloaded in your “My 

Documents”, double click 

it, and the database pro-

gramme should open, 

displaying the file called 

“HamEquipment_Form1” 

at one side. Click on that 

file, and it will open re-

vealing the form for you 

to fill in. Once you have 

filled in all you want to, go 

to the bottom of the form, 

and click on the little ar-

row to the right of 1-25, 

and the next blank page 

will display itself.  Do 

note, however, that each 

item is given a catalogue 

number, which will not be 

modifiable by you, and, if 

you delete an item, that 

catalogue number is not 

used again. So ignore the 

catalogue number, and 

just add each item sepa-

rately, and the database 

will sort them out itself. 

Note also that you can 

save pictures of the item, 

but must save them in 

Bitmap format, and enter 

the path in the window 

entitled “Pic” They should 

have a resolution of 72 

dots per inch (dpi), and 

not be bigger than about 

100K, or else the data-

base will become very 

big. Nick ZS1ZD has cre-

ated about 25 objects for 

you to look at to get the 

idea how to add, or what 

to add, and a search is 

very simple. Down at the 

bottom of the form is a 

“search” window. Click on 

that, enter the word, part 

of a word or number that 

you are looking for, and 

the database will display 

all entries with that item 

in them. Press <enter> to 

advance through the list 

of items with the 

searched phrase in them. 

Not very difficult, is it? I 

hope you‟ll download the 

file and start using it 

soon. Let‟s all say a big 

thank-you to Nick, not so 

much for doing some-

thing that nobody else 

could have done, but sim-

ply for being willing to do 

it for the rest of us lay-

abouts! Thanks Nick!! 

Now let me talk some 

more about APRS. About 

ten years ago, Cape Town 

hams were enthralled 

with the idea of showing 

icons or beacons on 

maps, creating beacons 

of important structures or 

moving objects on maps, 

and installing APRS trans-

mitters and GPS receiv-

ers in their cars to be 

able to watch their pro-

gress and display their 

whereabouts. Now APRS 

continues to do all that, 

but more useful applica-

tions have become 

known since then. The 

best use to which APRS 

can be put, lies in the 

monitoring of progress of 

events, rescues, or races. 

These days, companies 

out there are offering 

services like satellite-

tracking, but using cell-

phone technology to 

transmit your GPS posi-

tion to a central server, 

so that your vehicle or 

activity can be tracked.  

Cont: 

O T H E R  A V E N U E ’ S  T O  E X P L O R E …  D A V E   Z S 1 D F R  

„Automatic 

Position 

Reporting 

System, which 

hopefully is 

rising in 

popularity 

again.‟ 
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However, the original 

tracker is expensive, and 

the service is not free, 

unlike APRS, where your 

signal is sent by radio. So 

imagine the scenario 

where a group of bush-

whackers are out looking 

for a lost person, or trying 

to retrieve a balloon car-

rying amateur radio. If 

each person or close-knit 

team had an APRS trans-

mitter, and the search 

coordinator could see 

where they all are, with-

out their having to report 

their positions, the coor-

dinator would far better 

be able to manage their 

activities. The same goes 

for a public event, like a 

race, where the lead vehi-

cle, the back-marker, and 

someone in the middle of 

the race could transmit 

their positions.  

All queries about pro-

gress could then be an-

swered immediately, 

without having to ask the 

various team members 

where they are, and effi-

cient action could be 

taken. But more than 

that, several base sta-

tions, or mobile stations 

with 2 way capability 

could send short mes-

sages to all and sundry, 

with useful or essential 

information in written 

form. Remember, in 

packet radio, messages 

are sent to individuals or 

bulletin boards, to be 

downloaded as required. 

In APRS, the messages 

are BROADCAST, which 

means aimed at everyone 

who is monitoring, so that 

all can benefit from the 

information.  

The new kid on the block, 

in the APRS world, is the 

latest Kenwood handie, 

the TH-D72. This follows 

on from the TH-D7, and 

has been a long time in 

the developing. The D72 

has the dual-band and 

cross-band repeat func-

tion (2m and 70cm), as 

well as a GPS antenna 

and receiver built in, as 

well as a complete TNC. 

So, it can act as a route 

tracker, with about 1000 

waypoints memorisable, 

an APRS position trans-

mitter and receiver, a 

means to send short 67 

character messages, and 

can also perform effort-

lessly as a digi-peater. 

The APRS signals being 

sent by other stations are 

decoded on the screen, 

but not displayed on a 

map on the screen. How-

ever, it can be connected 

to a PC, and will then 

function as a complete 

APRS station with all 

functions, and allowing 

connection to the internet 

for iGate capability. The 

software to programme 

its 1000 memories is 

free on the Kenwood 

website, making its set-

up very user-friendly. This 

is truly a remarkable ra-

dio, and is to drool over. 

Of course it is not cheap, 

but, boy, do you get a lot 

for your money! The bat-

tery is Li-ion technology, 

1800 mAh to boot, and 

can be programmed to 

last a long, long time. It 

costs about the same as 

the TM-D710, and actu-

ally has more features 

built in. You don‟t need a 

mike with a GPS receiver 

built in as a costly op-

tional extra, as in other 

maker‟s radios - it‟s all 

included. It appears the 

manual is easy to under-

stand, and the radio intui-

tive to use. Kenwood has 

indeed come out with a 

winner! 

Now, our problem in the 

Western Cape has been 

the absence of a decent 

central spot for a high-

site digi-peater, to be 

able to pick up your weak 

signal from your car or 

handie, and repeat it 

omni-directionally for all 

who need to see it. I‟m 

conservatively holding 

thumbs that the famine 

we‟ve been experiencing 

is about to end, but will 

let you know once the 

deal is signed.  

O T H E R  A V E N U E ’ S  T O  E X P L O R E  … . C O N T :  

„Remember, in 

packet radio, 

messages are 

sent to 

individuals or 

bulletin boards, 

to be 

downloaded as 

required.‟  
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Then you‟ll be able to 

watch all in the Cape, 

talk to the others, and 

transmit your mobile po-

sition effectively and at 

will. So watch this space! 

Happy hamming! 

Dave  ZS1DFR 



WHY WORKING DX 
IS EASIER THAN 

EVER 

 

While slowly paging 
through the bands in the 
middle of the night, without 
lighting at the desk and 
only the equipment 
displays providing 
illumination, I often long for 
the days as a young boy 
and radio experimenter.  
The picture in those days 
was little different when I 
would secretly get out of 
bed in the middle of the 
night and tune around the 
bands, with the dial lights 
and glow of the valves as 
my only illumination. 

One evening, while tuning 
a noisy band and thinking 
about my young days, I 
looked around at the 
equipment in my radio 
room and realised that 
working DX these days is 
easier than ever before, in 
spite of the poor 
propagation conditions and 
the ever rising electrical 
interference noise floor in 
our homes.  The modern 
digital transceivers, 
personal computers, 
internet access, electronic 
QSL facilities and many 
other tools available to the 
average ham, have 
certainly increased our 
success rate. 

Don Keith N4KC is also of 
the opinion that it is easier 
to work DX than ever 
before and here are his 
thoughts: 

Before I even get started, 
allow me to make clear the 
purpose of this article.  It is 
NOT to minimise at all the 
efforts of those who 
successfully work large 
numbers of DX stations.  
Those who are most 
proficient at this aspect of 
the hobby of amateur radio 
have certain traits that I will 
discuss later in this piece.  

Allow me to also add that 
this article is not for 
everyone.  I am aware that 
working DX – either for 
awards in what some decry 
as “5/9, 73 QSOs” or for 
the experience of meeting 
people from all corners of 
the world – is not 
everyone‟s cup of tea. 

Many of us enjoy working 
DX, though, whether we 
are serious or casual about 
it.  It‟s a major part of our 
hobby, and ties in nicely 
with other pursuits, such as 
antenna experimentation, 
digital mode operation, 
honing operating skills, 
QRP, radio sport 
competition, and even 
stamp collecting. 

There are many amateurs, 
though, who are reluctant 
to dive in and get their feet 
wet.  Maybe they are 
convinced they need light-
dimming power and a ton 
of aluminium in the air to 
ever hope to enjoy such a 
thing.  Or they see no 
reason to upgrade to a 
higher license class, 
assuming they would never 
be able to contact 
someone on the other side 
of the globe with any little 
peanut-whistle station they 
could afford to assemble. 

My goal here is to entice 
newcomers as well as 
those who have been 
around for a while to come 
on in, the water‟s fine!  And 
in an attempt to do so, I am 
going to give five reasons 
why having a satisfying DX 
experience in our hobby is 
easier than ever.  I do this 
from the perspective of my 
own recent experience. 

I became active once 
again in amateur radio in 
2005 after a 15-year hiatus 
from HF.  You know the 
story: work, kids, work, 
kids‟ sports, and work.  But 
I got the itch, acquired a 
100-watt rig, and strung up 
a G5RV in the backyard in 
August of 2005.  Though 

those were the waning 
days of the previous 
sunspot cycle, and though 
I still had work, work and 
work issues which left me 
with little time to operate, 
and even though I did not 
consciously try to lasso a 
ton of DX or consciously 
make that the focus of my 
operating, I had soon 
picked up 75 or 80 
countries. 

That is when I gave myself 
a challenge: work 200 
countries, using only 100 
watts and simple antennas 
(along with the G5RV, I 
soon added a horizontal 
loop, a ladder-line-fed 
dipole, and a Hustler 4-
BTV vertical to my little 
aerial farm).  In a couple of 
years, and with sunspots 
becoming as rare as knees 
on a chicken, I had done it.  
I promise I did not work 
hard at it.  I spent a good 
portion of my on-air time 
doing things other than 
chase elusive stations in 
faraway lands.  And that is 
my point. 

If I can do it, anybody can 
do it.  A modest station 
with simple antennas, and 
even if El Sol does not lend 
us a hand in the pursuit of 
our hobby. 

Here are the reasons why I 
think it is easier than ever 
for you to have a satisfying 
DX-chasing experience, 
regardless of how seriously 
you want to indulge: 

1 – Today‟s radios and 
other gear are better 
equipped for it.  I love the 
boat-anchors as much as 
anyone, but when even an 
entry-level transceiver has 
some DSP and filtering, 
easily operates split 
frequencies, comes 
equipped with an effective 
noise-limiting system, does 
not drift even a tiny little bit, 

Cont: 
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enjoy working 

DX, though, 
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casual about 
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 allows for some voice-
processing, and includes a 
built-in CW keyer, then 
anyone can be equipped to 
work DX.  Also, when you 
decide to up your power, 
relatively inexpensive 
desktop amplifiers that give 
you 9 or 10db gain and 
operate just fine on regular 
household 110-volt power 
are available – including 
many used ones.  This 
includes newer solid-state 
amps, too.  And there are 
all sorts of inexpensive 
digital-mode and operating 
gizmos that tie to your 
computer, giving you myr-
iad choices for improving 
your capability with mini-
mal investment. 

2 – There are more hams 
in more countries than ever 
before for you to work.  I 
remember when it was rare 
to hear a Russian station.  
No more.  There was a 
long period when no one 
could get on the air from 
China.  Not now.  Some-
times it seems there are 
millions of stations in Italy, 
Brazil, Germany and other 
countries.  And many of 
those DX stations are 
much better equipped than 
in the past.  They are more 
capable of pulling out weak 
signals and they produce 
lots of RF for you to snag.  
Also, with the portability of 
gear and marginally less 
government restriction on 
such shenanigans, there 
are more and more DXpe-
ditions operating, including 
many travellers who oper-
ate “holiday style” while on 
vacation or in exotic areas 
for work. 

 

3 – There are more ama-
teur radio bands on which 
to operate than ever.  Be-
fore I drifted away from the 
hobby for all that work/kids/
kids‟ sports stuff, we did 
not have 60, 30, 17 or 12 
meters.  Few thought of 

160 or 80/75 as DX bands.  
But with all that new HF 
spectrum, and with ad-
vances in antennas and 
other equipment on the 
lower frequencies (see 
ON4UN‟s wonderful book 
on low-band DXing if you 
want to see what I am talk-
ing about), we almost al-
ways have bands open to 
various parts of the world, 
regardless of when you 
can slip away to the shack 
for a few minutes of oper-
ating. 

4 – Digital modes now offer 
wonderful opportunities to 
communicate with DX with 
very modest power and 
antennas.  Those little 
squeaks and squawks get 
decoded sometimes even 
when you can‟t hear the 
other guy with your ears. 

5 – And my final reason 
DX is easier to work than 
ever before: the DX cluster 
and other aids.  Back in the 
dark ages, when we 
worked dinosaur mobile, it 
was no great stroke to tune 
20, 15 and 10 – our “DX 
bands” – to see what was 
coming in.   

Heck, 10 was dead most of 
the time anyway – or so we 
assumed, since nobody 
transmitted – so a quick 
run up and down 20 or 15 
would tell us if there was 
anybody worth pursuing.  
Now, with spots popping 
up in the window at the 
bottom of my logging soft-
ware – another real boon 
for us weekend DX fanat-
ics – all I have to do is 
scroll up and down the list.  
It tells me instantly if any-
one has spotted a country 
that would be a new one 
for me, or one I still haven‟t 
confirmed.  So off I go to 
see if I can hear him well 
enough to try to work 
him…if he is on one of the 
12 bands for which I have 
capability and FCC author-
ity to transmit.  There are 

also free propagation soft-
ware downloads, propaga-
tion reports all over the 
Internet, online forums for 
discussion of DX status, 
DXpeditions, and QSL info, 
and so much more that we 
did not have at our dis-
posal back in the day.   

Now, let me quickly say 
that your success in work-
ing DX goes up greatly if 
you add some other things 
to your arsenal or have at 
your disposal.  These in-
clude: 

Power – 100 watts can get 
the job done.  600 watts is 
better.  Legal limit works 
best.  But heck, people do 
it all the time with 5 watts 
or less.  I got my 200 with 
100 watts before I went 
over to the “dark side” with 
my 500-watt tube-type 
amp. 

Antennas – Simple di-
poles and verticals work 
fine.  Hexbeams, Moxons, 
or other wire beams are 
better.  Multi-band trapped 
Yagis are better still.  Multi-
element, long-boomed 
mono band monsters are 
best.  But remember, I got 
200 with a dipole, a loop 
and a vertical I picked up 
used for $50. 

CW – If you ever plan on 
getting serious about mak-
ing DXCC honour roll, or if 
you just like to carry on 
interesting QSOs with guys 
in other countries, you 
need to be proficient at Mr 
Morse‟s code.  Bands open 
sooner and close later for 
CW.  DXpeditions who 
ignore you completely on 
SSB will happily log you on 
CW.  I got about 65% of 
my first 200 countries on 
CW. 

Cont: 

W A T T S  U P ?  … . . C O N T :  

„There are 

more hams in 

more 

countries than 

ever before for 

you to work. ’  
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Competition-grade Rig – 
Again, there are marvel-
lous entry-level HF radios 
available at well under a 
grand.  Guys trade up, too, 
so you often find them for 
sale used.  And you can 
work the world with them.  
But you can do even better 
with rigs that offer separate 
receivers, spectrum 
scopes, state-of-the-art 
filtering, and more.  There 
is a wide spectrum of ra-
dios available, and you can 
grow with them, depending 
on your interests and avail-
able disposable income.  (I 
got my 200 on a Kenwood 
TS-2000, a station-in-a-box 
radio with no special DX-
chasing features.) 

Time – That‟s the hard-to-
come-by commodity for 
most of us.  Fortunately, I 
spend a lot of time at my 
computer in my second job 
(writing books), so if I hear 
a DX station that is mar-
ginal, or if I see someone 
spotted what I need but I 
don‟t hear him, I just set 
the radio on his frequency, 
aim the homebrew hex-
beam his way and go back 
to work.  Sometimes he 
comes up.  Sometimes I 
never hear him. 

Patience – If you get fed 
up after calling a couple of 
times in a chaotic pile-up, 
then you probably don‟t 
have the patience for it.  
Go do something else.  
Patience is a virtue.  Some 
have it, some don‟t.  Best 
you take up some other 
facet of ham radio or go 
find another hobby alto-
gether rather than throw 
carriers on the DX station‟s 
frequency or utter words 
on the air more suitable for 
the locker room. 

Operating Smarts – 
Those come from watch-
ing, listening, and reading.  
They come easily for some 
but can be acquired by 
most.  There are books 

and articles on the subject.  
Emulate what the good ops 
do.  Do not mimic what the 
dolts do, and you‟ll hear 
plenty of them.  Being rude 
or boorish sometimes 
works, but I suspect many 
of those who call out of 
turn, walk on other stations 
the DX is working, or crank 
their voice processors up 
to 11 strangely fail to make 
it into the DX station‟s log.  
I even hear the good DX 
ops chastise them some-
times right there in front of 
the whole pileup.  I avoid 
throwing out a cheer! 

So there you go.  Working 
DX is easier than ever.  
Having the thrill of commu-
nicating around the world 
is at your fingertips.  The 
fingertips that twirl the 
knob on the front of that 
basic HF radio that is 
hooked to a decent hunk of 
wire strung around the 
backyard. 

Frankly, the first 100 coun-
tries are easy.  You can 
almost get that many in our 
hemisphere.  I‟ve done it 
with casual operation in 
only a few hours during a 
DX contest.  That is 
enough to get you the 
DXCC certificate.  The next 
100 are much more diffi-
cult.  And I have a true 
admiration for those guys 
on the DXCC Honour Roll. 

But you know, I bet I get 
just as much satisfaction 
adding Azerbaijan or Togo, 
as I recently did, as they 
do in getting a new en-
dorsement.  And I know I 
truly enjoy the interesting 
ragchews I have had re-
cently with fellow hams in 
Ireland, Australia, and Aus-
tria.  That is even truer 
considering my modest 
500-watt station and home-
brew antennas. 

So, if you have hesitated 
diving into the pileups or 
answering the CQ from 

some exotic callsign, or if 
you have procrastinated 
upgrading from Technician 
because you are afraid 
your little signal will not 
reach out there to all that 
exciting DX, get off the 
dime! 

There is a 9K2 in Kuwait 
on 17 PSK right now, Swe-
den‟s working CW in the 
General portion of 20 with 
a good signal, and I was 
just listening to several 
guys from Australia with 
5/8 signals on 20 SSB.   

 

I bet they would all love to 
have a QSO with you. 

 

73, Deon 

W A T T S  U P ? … . C O N T :  
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“I used to be indecisive, but now I just don't 

know anymore.” 

Deon Erwin ZS1ZL supplies the drive current to push the 

Watts Up?  Send him your news, views, tips, tricks, traps 

and questions on the CTARC email address or CTARC 

telephone number.   

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or 

the CTARC Committee. 



S W O P  S H O P  &  A N D  “ S U R P L U S  T O  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S ” … … . .  

Swops Swops 

Swops !!! 

 

This is the  

place to 

advertise your 

“Surplus to 

Requirements” 

(With Prices) 
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Last  Week’s   Swops...... (hopefully sold by now !!!) 

1) ZS1KC   Carl            083 955 7177:      

Has a quantity of   RG213  cable  available    

2) ZS1DFR  Dave         083 270 6843:     

For Sale Kenwood TR9130 2 meter and a Kenwood TR9500 70 cm transceiver both in good 

condition  

3) ZS1UOK  Lyle      082 4 57 1799 :     

Wants a Hallicrafters receiver to match the HT32 transmitter such as a SX 115 and he also 

wants a transmitter to match a National NC300 receiver. 

4) ZS1IL  Andre           078 721 7416:     

An ICOM IC 2200H  VHF FM Mobile  in  good condition and a Ranger SRL 1645 2m Mobile 

5) Z R1FR  Davy          082 651 1782:    

Free: Several Motorola  Mi-Cor repeaters in boxes Model T43TN  

6) ZS1PVS   Paul          083 302 3366:     

For Sale Zurich 1-15 volt DC  Regulated Power Supply with 25 amp  maximum  output. 

NEW SWOPS .......  

7) ZS1SA   Rob               Tel: 021 447 3578 

Requires 13.8 volt DC 30 Amp regulated Linear Power Supply 

 8) ZS1JH  Jan              082-7198576   (SMS  Please) 

1   Hustler G6-144A 2M  9db omni antenna, new in box                             R 750 

1    Sencor FS134  Field strength meter 53mhz to 895mhz                         R 475 

1     Yaesu FL2100Z 160m to 10 m incl. 17 and 12 with new tubes             R4500 

1    Multi-2700 2M base station transceiver FM-SSB-AM                             R 375 

All in excellent condition with manuals 

     YOUR  CTARC CLUB CONTACT DETAILS: 

Chairman / Treasurer  

 Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805 

Secretary  

Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072-2599430 

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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ADVERTISEMENTS AND  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

 

To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming month,  

may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that you  

would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports. 

Disclaimer.  

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this newsletter. 

Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain. 

Delivering solu-

tions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and 

management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our 

skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in 

electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as 

well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 

For more information on WSP contact:    Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our   Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 

 

4/3 ZS1ME    John Burroughs 
9/3 ZS1X       Dirk Lotz 
11/3 ZS1FW   Noel Futter 
16/3 ZU1R     Robin Poggenpoel 
17/3 ZS1EVP  Evan Pedlar 
24/3 ZS1ABC  Monte Breytenbach 
26/3 ZS1SG    Dave Perry AND ZR1FR Davy Smeda. 

WSP  KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO NOT 

HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.  

Thank you WSP 

← 


