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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:

New Feature !
This Month
See...
“Shacked Up”
Shack Of The
Month

Another

month has
come and gone and
during that time a field
day was held over the
weekend of the 13 and
14 February.
Those
who participated had an
enjoyable
and
successful experience.
However, the lack of
support
from
club
members
was
disappointing,
even
from the point of view of
helpers and visitors
during the day or
evening.
As
a
consequence,
the
committee has decided
that in future we will
only run the November
leg of the competition
and possibly do the CQ
Worldwide
contest
which can be operated
from the Club-house!
Hence, no need to put
up antennas, tents,
portable power and
equipment, and have
the problem of security,
due
to
lack
of
personnel. Of course
the
‘Light
House
weekend will go ahead
as scheduled.
For a while now, the
Committee has had a
concern
about
the

encroachment of the
Crèche play area under
the antennas at the
Club House and also
that
part
of
our
storeroom is used as a
passage way, to that
area. Shaun (ZS1RA)
organised a meeting
with a representative of
‘Round Table’ which
Danny
ZS1BL
and
myself attended. Our
concerns
were
discussed and after a
site inspection we were
gladdened to hear that
there was sympathy to
our cause.
It was
agreed that the solution
should be to move the
fence
under
the
antennas back to where
it was originally and the
play area in question,
be
an
extension
northwards from the
main area, instead of
on the side. Also, that
a new door to be
provided for access to
these areas, further
towards the hall, away
from the storeroom.
We await the decision
of the ‘Round Table’
Committee.
Thank goodness for
those
miniature
Transceivers we all

carry around with us
nowadays. The ‘Cell
Phone’ is a marvellous
invention, and used all
over the place, and it is
interesting to wonder
what would happen to
those
desperate
teenagers and some
not so young too, who
spend every
spare
moment
texting
someone.
We have
made a rule in our
home that this type of
activity is not tolerated,
that
when
our
grandchildren visit we
communicate eyeball to
eyeball without that
distraction!
During a recent family
crisis,
the
mobile
showed it’s true worth!
It was amazing, the
speed at which we
could communicate with
all our family members
and how soon they
responded, even from
the UK!
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
All the time we read
or hear about similar
emergency situations
and to think that not
too long ago it would
have taken hours or
even days to report a
disaster or to communicate
with
loved
ones. Remember the
old exchange through
which long distance
calls were made and
what about the farm
lines where everybody listened in to
their neighbours conversations, much to
their annoyance. This
modern technology is
truly amazing, but is
fearful to some.
Certain areas of the
City including where I
reside, do not have
full coverage for our
mobile phones, due to
lack of antennas, and
it is quite frustrating
sometimes to try and
get a suitable signal.
However,
I
am
amused at the hype
and objections from
the public, when the
service providers wish
to improve the situation by installing an
antenna in a dead
area. The main objection is fear of radiation, and its detrimental effect on us humans and our animals? I don’t know
the
answers,
but
these same people

…… CONT;

carry their phones on
their person all the
time and my question
is, which is more dangerous, the phone, or
the radiation from the
mast or none at all, or
both? What about all
the other heavy interference we experience sometimes, is it
detrimental too?
What about some
feedback
chaps,
maybe some comment and discussion
in Ragchew?

A little humour before
I close! In the 1960’s
when 2M became the
rage, one OM was
heard to say that he
was
operating
‘Maritime Mobile’ during a particular QSO.
This comment raised
a few eyebrows as he
was not a seafarer
and that he had not
indicated that he was
going on a cruise.
Well, it turned out that
he was speaking from
his handy in the bath.
Enough said!!!!
Take care, 73 to all

“Certain areas

de ZS1FW Noel

of the City
including where

N.B.
Don’t miss our next meeting on the 28th!
The Committee promise you an interesting
evening with a difference… Don’t miss it !!!

I reside, do not
have full
coverage for
our mobile
phones, due to
lack of
antennas”
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S E C R E T A R Y ’ S R E P O R T …..RUSSELL

ZS1VK

From the Secretary.
Hello All, not much to report on this month as far as membership goes. I
have had a lot of emails sent to members bounce back to me though and
would like any members who have changed their email addresses to
kindly forward the new details to me as soon as possible so that we can
update our records.
It is my intention to get emails out as soon as we know of any function or
competition we are taking part in to keep members as up to date with happenings as is possible.
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting

73
Russell ZS1VK
Next meeting,
Monday
March 28
at
20:00

YOUR CTARC CLUB CONTACT DETAILS:
Chairman / Treasurer
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805
Secretary
Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072-2599430
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
Website: www.ctarc.org.za
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OTHER AVENUES TO EXP LORE…

DAVE

ZS1DFR

Hi – in this edition I’d

at all possible. It is

how young or old you

possible to do that kind

are, regardless of how

like to spend a bit of

of

in-experienced or old-

time

about

shack, or out of the

hand

contributions we can

goodness of your heart,

ought to be associated

make

but

with

talking
to

our

thing

from

one’s

communities. However I

never

think I must start by

organised,

reminding

sometimes

you

that,

your

help
be

will
very
and

one

can

although this is a hobby

harm and not help, out

of experimentation and

of ignorance of the

self-education, it is also

rules and conventions.

a SERVICE hobby. That

In an attempt to do the

means basically that we

right thing the first

do have a commitment

time, and always be of

to serve our fellow

help,

man/neighbour/friend –

ordination

or even enemy – in

organisation is useful.

need. If that fellow out

The frequency spectrum

there is in trouble, then

we

we should all be doing

extremely valuable to

our best to help. Do

any government, but

unto

we have been granted

others as you

some

coand

are allocated

is

would have them do

this

unto you, says the Good

commodity, with a bit

Book. (And I’m sure the

of

versions of all Good

prepared to offer your

Books of all Religions

services if a problem

will say the same thing,

arises. Those services

though not necessarily

need to be organised.

using the same words!)

In the world of Amateur

Now, in the world of

Radio, the organisation

Amateur

the

comes from Hamnet,

same rule applies. Help

and that is what I was

your fellow man by

getting round to talking

using Amateur radio, if

about.

Radio,

precious
a

proviso

–

Regardless

be

of

you

are,

Hamnet,

you
and

prepared to do your bit.
Hamnet
is
the
emergency wing of the
Radio League, with a bit
of legal paperwork to
back it, in the form of a
constitution, and a
National Director, etc.
But actually, Hamnet
consists of you fellows
and ladies in your
homes out there, with a
radio on your desk, or in
your car or hand,
overlooking the fact
that the best fun in
amateur radio comes in
handling some simple
message traffic, and
being
useful
somewhere. When I
wrote my exam and got
my licence, the greatest
thing in the world was
the desire to talk to and
listen to someone else
over the air. And I’ve
done a lot of that in the
last 18 years.
Cont:

“Hamnet is the
emergency
wing of the
Radio League.”
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O T H E R A V E N U E S T O E X P L O R E … . CONT:
I’ve also invested a lot

retrieval of a body going

ridden this weekend.

of money in buying and

on on Table Mountain,

The

swopping out rigs and

being

antennas and ancillary

Constantia Neck, and

equipment. Sometimes

Hamnet operators have

Contest on 40m are all

I

that

been asked to volunteer

ideally suited to the

equipment, and think to

their services) Regular

fellow who gets caught

myself: If I don’t make

Hamnet members are

up in the enthusiasm of

decent use of this stuff,

on the SMS list, and

setting up a station in

can

automatically

receive

the middle of nowhere,

Whether you monitor
from your home, relay
emergency messages
from a yacht somewhere, do a shift at the
Provincial Emergency
Management Centre’s
Hamnet Ops room (HF,
VHF, UHF or APRS/ digital), drive to a spot to
be able to report

spent all the money on

notification of all the

trying to make a lot of

it in the first place?

call-outs taking place.

Cont:

contacts.

Not everyone can help

interesting

every

time,

if

challenging than sitting

you’re

not

the

in front of the TV

look

I

at

all

justify

having

To make decent use of
the stuff, do something
decent with it! That
means you should be
available to use your
skills and your radio
equipment, no matter
how basic or grand, for
the betterment of your
fellow man. And it need

accessed

authorities

like

on

become

involved. And it is a
tremendously satisfying
feeling to know you
have

really

helped

with

and

your

not

just

switched it on once a
bulletin.
Hamnet supplies all the

have

entered

Memoranda
Understanding

agency,
into
of
with

Hamnet, and routinely
rope operators in to
help with rescues. (As I
write this, there is a

Simulated

Emergency

Far

more
and

looking for something

to

Metro, the Provincial
Management

the

going

week to listen to the

Emergency

and

through the channels

Rescue

and

contests

member, you’re never

Wilderness Search and
(WSAR),

day

mindlessly

radio,
The

but,

field

mailing list or a Hamnet

someone

not be all hard work!

from

HF

comms

for

the

2

Oceans,

the

Reed’s

99’er,

the

Lions

Journey4site&sound,
the Summer and Winter
Trail runs (about 9 runs
a year), the Wild Coast
Run, and part of the
Argus

route

being

to watch

flipping



Hamnet
operators
come from all walks of
life,
and
don’t
necessarily have the
fancy vehicles, and the
fancy radios. There is a
place for everyone.

“To make decent
use of the stuff,
do something
decent with it!
That means you
should be
available to use
your skills“
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OTHER AVENUES TO EXP LORE

...CONT:

on the status there in

exemplary. So I’m not in

emergency

an

help

any way knocking those

And scores and scores

retrieve a body from

activities, and in most

of American Hams have

the Matroosberg, do a

cases

radio

qualified as emergency

weekend

at

operators

are

more

traffic

Nature

proficient

than

emergency,

exercise

Nuweberg

the

the

Reserve, being airlifted

Hamnet operators. But

by chopper into the

at least the fellows do

mountains, experiment

something, and don’t

with

suffer from malignant

APRS,

operate

by

radio

email
(Winlink),

marshall

a

race, install a radio on
your motorbike to be a
race-lead

vehicle.......

the list is endless, there
is something to do.

operator.

handlers

to

belong to their various
emergency services.

at the moment is to be

How about it? Why
don’t you join Hamnet
and become more
skilled at what you want
to do? Email me for a
Hamnet
application
f o r m
a t
zs1dfr@telkomsa.net
Greetings from my

a member of the SARL,

shack to yours!

inertia.
The one requirement
for a Hamnet operator

but

even

that

may

“So please don’t

change, and certainly

regard

Dave ZS1DFR

So please don’t regard

during emergencies, no

yourself as useless, and

questions

don’t give in to apathy.

and there are usually no

apathy.

Apathy

restrictions

is

is the most

are

asked,
on

yourself

as useless, and
don’t give in to
the

Apathy
most

vicious bad habit we

frequencies, power etc

vicious bad habit

can all get into!

when life and limb is at

we can all get

stake. However, if you

into!”

By the way, I don’t want
in any way to detract
from the similar kind of
message handling which
the

Sports

Communications Group
do. The same sort of
activities

take

there’s

plenty

place,

excitement

of
and

entertainment, and the
devotion to duty of the
radio

operators

is

don’t

belong

to

Hamnet, and haven’t
had

the

training

sessions, you are NOT
automatically a good
message handler, and
so training is essential.
It is not for nothing that
the ARRL has multiple
training modules with
exams to be written, to
qualify

you

as

an
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W ATTS U P?
ISS HAM STATION GIVES EMCOMM SUPPORT
IN EARTHQUAKE AFTERMATH

Following

the

earthquake in Japan, the
International
Space
Station Amateur Radio
Station Digipeater has
been
operational
on
145,825 MHz to handle
APRS traffic in the
disaster area.
A power outage has
affected the Pacific side
of some of the northeast
region (JA7) of Japan.
This has meant APRS
mobile activity in this
area
such
as
the
Wakayama Red Cross
JA3FRI-12 cannot be
seen.
Following a request from
Japan, Bob Bruninga
WB4APR (designer of
APRS)
posted
this
information regarding the
availability
of
the
International
Space
Station AX.25 Packet
Digipeater for APRS use:
“We have advised Toyo
san that ARISS APRS
digipeater can be used
over Japan for this
purpose.
Any APRS
operators in the affected
area can switch to ISS
digipeater
by
simply
changing frequency to
145,825 MHz.
ISS is

coming
over
Japan
about six times a day in
the afternoon.
The
terrestrial
path
VIA
WIDE?-? should work
fine, but is better to
change path to VIA
ARISS so that the
packets will be marked
as
having
been
digipeated by RS0ISS-4
each time. We hope the
astronauts can keep the
APRS
digipeater
operating over Japan on
145,825 MHz. We hope
that stations NOT in the
disaster area monitor
the ISS downlink for
emergency traffic and
can IGATE the downlink
into the APRS Internet
System.”
JAPAN’S A1 CLUB
ADVISORY ON
EMCOMM
FREQUENCIES

13 March 2011 – Atsu
Taniguchi
JE1TRV,
Secretary of the A1 Club
in Japan, passes along
this earthquake and
tsunami-related
information: “We as

amateur radio operators
are
gathering
and
exchanging emergency
information
on
the
following
frequencies.
Please
keep
these
frequencies clear:”

JAPANESE RADIO
AMATEURS PROVIDING 'A LIFELINE FOR
RESCUE TEAMS'

50,100 MHz

14 March 2011 – At request of the Central
Emergency Communication Committee, Ken Yamamoto JA1CJP, the
IARU Regional 3 Secretary, said the Japan
Amateur Radio League is
operating its HQ station
JA1RL in Tokyo and regional HQ stations (on
frequencies
listed
above).

51,000 MHz

Continued Overleaf..

3,525 MHz +/-5 kHz
7,030 MHz +/-5 kHz
14,100 MHz +/-10 kHz
21,200 MHz +/-10 kHz
28,200 MHz +/-10 kHz

51,500 MHz
ZS1ZL: The frequency
of 14,100 MHz seems a
strange choice, as it is a
globally
guarded
frequency
for
the
NCDXC
world-wide
beacon system and the
EmComm stations may
suffer
from
CW
interference under good
propagation conditions.
Normally, this type of
emergency
communications
is
conducted above 14,300
MHz and near the top
end of the band.

ISS HAM
STATION GIVES
EMCOMM
SUPPORT IN
EARTHQUAKE
AFTERMATH
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…..CONT:

Ken Yamamoto said:
“Many other radio amateurs are thanked for
providing
information
and exchanging support
to the rescue and disaster relief operations,"
JA1CJP said.
"Those
who can operate in the
affected areas are providing a lifeline for rescue teams and those at
local shelters.
Some
stations are operating
with car batteries and
others with engine generators.”
LEGENDARY SPY
RADIO DONATED
BACK TO ROCKWELL
COLLINS

An unheralded group of
Vietnam War-era Army
signals intelligence officers took a step into the
daylight to donate one
of their favourite radios
back to its manufacturer.
The 265th Radio Research Company used
many radios in their
service in Vietnam from
1967 to 1972, but the R
-390A HF receiver they
donated to the Rockwell
Collins museum was
something special, they
said.
“This has been a workhorse,” said Doug Bonnot of Jonesboro, Tennessee, the president of

the
Radio
Research
Company
Veteran
Group. Bonnot said he
doubted that there was
anyone who worked in
uniform for the Army
Security Agency, Air
Force Security Service,
Naval Security group or
Marine Radio Battalion
who doesn’t remember
the R-390 HF receiver
fondly.
The receiver was so capable that it was considered top secret, the veterans said. It is now a
favourite of amateur
radio operators, who
sometimes pay to buy
and restore them.
Bonnot said members of
his unit worked long
hours at the radios dayin and day-out monitoring
communications.
Potentially valuable radio intelligence was recorded and passed off
to other specialists who
could decode and translate them, Bonnot said.
“You were in a battle
every day, your weapon
is a radio and your stock
and trade is information
the enemy put out over
the radio.”
Lawrence
Robinson,
who oversees Rockwell
Collins’ corporate museum, said almost everything in the museum
has been donated to the
company. He thanked
the group for the 1952vintage radio, one of the
earlier
models
produced.
The

radios were

de-

signed by Collins Radio,
now Rockwell Collins,
and many were manufactured by the company in Cedar Rapids.
Many were made by
other companies under
defence
contracts.
About 20 000 of the 55
000-plus R-390 HF receivers made came from
Collins.
“The stories about this
radio are legendary,”
Robinson said. “There
are still urban legends
circulating that there are
old-timers deep in the
bowels of these threeletter agencies (FBI,
CIA) still using them.”
Robinson
said
the
United States government shredded “literally
thousands” of the radios, apparently to keep
them out of the wrong
hands when they were
no longer needed.
Rockwell Collins has had
a corporate museum
since1983 for its clients
and employees. In an
experiment, Lawrence
said the company is
opening the museum to
limited public tours beginning this
month.
Because of security requirements, they are
open only to United
States citizens. A passport or driver’s license is
needed to provide identification. The volunteer
-staffed museum includes such radio icons
as a 1 000-watt transmitter used in the 1933
Antarctic expedition of
Admiral Richard E Byrd.

The whole thing is a
labour of love,” Robinson said.
ARISSAT LAUNCH
DELAYED UNTIL
JULY 2011
The launch of ARISSat
-1, currently on board
the
International
Space Station (ISS),
has been delayed until
July. The satellite was
initially scheduled to
be hand-launched by
the ISS crew during a
spacewalk in midFebruary. However, a
change in the work
schedule for the February
spacewalk
pushed back the ARISSat launch and the
ham community was
initially told it would
be launched in April,
to coincide with the
50th anniversary of
the first manned space
flight by Yuri Gagarin.
The latest information,
however,
indicates
that the next spacewalk by ISS crew now
will not take place until July at the earliest.
Wishing you good
DX

Deon ZS1ZL
Edition 59

“My rechargeable
batteries are
revolting.”
Deon Erwin ZS1ZL supplies the drive
current to push the Watts Up? Send
him your news, views, tips, tricks, traps
and questions on the CTARC email
address or CTARC telephone number.
Views expressed are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the CTARC Committee.
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“SHACKED UP”
SHACK OF THE MONTH….
NOEL FUTTER ZS1FW

Noel Futter, Chairperson of the CTARC. His QTH is located in
Meadowridge, and Noel’s larger than life yagi helps him
overcome the bad reception in his area

Noel Futter
Hard at work at his Hobby…… My, what a clean and tidy shack……?

ZS1FW

Receiving the Dennis Wells Ham Spirit Trophy
from Dennis, ZS1AU in December 2010

←

Does this go here ?

Noel seen here at the recent Flea
Market, giving the youngsters some
guidelines (or maybe the other way
around !!! )

Next month, Shack of the Month:…..… Secretary Russell
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SWOP SHOP & AND “SURPLUS TO
REQUIREMENTS”……..
Swops Swops Swops...... (hopefully sold by now !!!)
1) ZS1KC Carl

083 955 7177:

Has a quantity of RG213 cable available
2) ZS1DFR Dave

083 270 6843:

For Sale Kenwood TR9130 2 meter

e!
Gon

and a Kenwood TR9500 70 cm trans-

ceiver both in good condition
3) ZS1UOK Lyle

082 4 57 1799 :

Wants a Hallicrafters receiver to match the HT32 transmitter such as a SX 115 and he also
wants a transmitter to match a National NC300 receiver.
4) ZS1IL Andre

078 721 7416:

An ICOM IC 2200H VHF FM Mobile in good condition and a Ranger SRL 1645 2m Mobile
5) Z R1FR Davy

082 651 1782:

Free: Several Motorola Mi-Cor repeaters in boxes Model T43TN
6) ZS1PVS Paul

083 302 3366:

For Sale Zurich 1-15 volt DC Regulated Power Supply with 25 amp maximum output.
7) ZS1SA Rob

Swops Swops
Swops !!!

Tel: 021 447 3578

Requires 13.8 volt DC 30 Amp regulated Linear Power Supply
8) ZS1JH Jan

This is the

082-7198576 (SMS Please)

1 Hustler G6-144A 2M 9db omni antenna, new in box

R 750

1

R 475

1
1

Sencor FS134 Field strength meter 53mhz to 895mhz
Yaesu FL2100Z 160m to 10 m incl. 17 and 12 with new tubes
Multi-2700 2M base station transceiver FM-SSB-AM

R4500
R 375

place to
advertise your
“Surplus to
Requirements”
(With Prices)

All in excellent condition with manuals

Please Note!
Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods
are sold or you want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at
zs1ct@ctarc.org.za before the 10th of the month preceding the Newsletter.
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ADVERTISEMENTS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming month,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that you
would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.

1/4
17/4
18/4
20/4
20/4

ZR1EI Keith Millington
ZS1ZL Deon Erwin
ZS1LS Allan Saul
ZS1BW Bernie Crockford
ZS1PXK Paul Kennedy

Delivering solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and
management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our
skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in
electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as
well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact:

Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700 or our Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za

←
WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS
NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO NOT
HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.
Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club.

