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Ragchew

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

The day dawned

overcast and ominous and
although rain and wind had
been forecast, the weather
was kind to us, however
being a bit fresh at first.
The chaps gathered around
08:00 at the Clubhouse and
the preparations for the
Lighthouse weekend
began. A short delay,
waiting for the trailer, but
not long after, everything
was loaded and we were
on our way to Greenpoint.
ttwas a pleasant drive to
the venue, and as always
when we arrived the
general ambience and view
there, were just perfect
indeed!

A little bit of consternation
reigned however, as the
boardroom was locked and
no key was left for us due
to an oversight by the
Lighthouse staff. It was
suggested that we break
the lock or call in a
Locksmith, but it was
decided to err on the side
of caution. However, after
isatting up the station in the
foyer, OM Brian arrived and
coincidentally had a
matching key off a bunch in
his car. In no time
whatsoever the station was
relocated and operational.

In the meantime the
Antenna crews were hard

at it outside and the Dipole
and 2M vertical went up
qgui ckl y. The
was assembled without
problem, but it was found
that a vital piece of tubing
for the top of the mast was
missing.  Fortunately OM
Paul (ZS16 $who lives just
up the road, rushed home
to fetch what was needed
from his junk box. The
antenna and Rotator were
then fixed to the mast and

using t he i nt
Pol eb, i n n o
hoisted up too! This mast
has certainly proved its

worth as it is robust and
well designed!

The loose kit was tidied up
and before 12:00 mid-day,
contacts were being made.
The gang settled down and
from then on both rigs were
hard at it, particularly the
one allocated
Twel ved.
Amplifier worked well, and
many contacts were made
on CW by Jerry GIORTM,
with Rob ZS1SA and Dirk
ZS1X, doing their bit too.
Side-Band seemed to be in
the  minority, although
preferred by most.

There was a reasonable
stream of visitors, but not
as many from club
members as expected, and
those who came were most
welcome. Selecca Lang a
Reporter from

€g
toand the weather
too! 0

Sunbd a Commu

Newspaper was told about
the event and came and
interviewed Rob and Yours
Truly!  She was very
impressed with what she
saw, and the article she

published on Thursday
August 25 was _ quite
impfessiteltod. 0 For ce

T N($ee pade ilome)a r

The day passed quickly
and towards late evening
the traditional
Terracebo was
Fortunately this time the
weather was kind to us and
the transition from dusk to
night was something to
behold. The congenial
atmosphere added to the
ambience, and the lights on
the oilrig anchored in the
bay were quite fascinating.

stelke 00 At Il aat éc.
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The numbers slowly dwin-
dled until the seven stay-
ing over sat around in the
boardroom chatting, and
listening to the few con-
tacts being made. Slowly
these diehards drifted off
individually to find a place
to sleep, this was well
after midnight. We under-
stand that Shaun ZS1RA
operated until after 03:00
before going home!

Sunday Morning seemed
to flash by

continued although at a
slower pace as only one
rig at a time could operate
due to filter failure. Too

soon mid-day arrived and
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a n Ocs:

it was time to shut down.
The dismantling and load-
ing of equipment went
smoothly although the
last bit was in the rain!
Then back to the Club-
House and in no time it
was all over.

Notwithstanding the few
hiccoughs to start with,
the weekend was a huge
success, with over 300
contacts being made.
The antennas and equip-
a ment performed well, and
thanks to Rob ZS1SA, for
a job well done too, who
coordinated and organ-
ised the show. In fact
thanks to all who at-

Chat :

tended and helped in one
way or another including
young Matt w
asm is observed with nos-
talgia. We are already
looking forward to next
year ds event
tion!
Thatdés all f
Hope to see you all on
the 24th

Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel

with anticipa-

ifiThe weekend
a huge success,
with over 300
contacts being
made. f

"Helloooo the woorrldl!i!™®
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Secretaryods Report

Hello All. changes as farastheclult £ S &S | f a2 Rz
shack is concerned ancto renew your member-

News of members: Tim we have purchased anship. We need your sup-

Schoeman finally has haclcom 746 transceiver asLl2 NI X® 6 4SS y S

his callsign sorted after well as a Tigertronics Sig

some administrative misT nalink USB unit for d@gital Hope to see you all at our

haps at ICASA and Wllwo_rk. We are ayvaltlng next meeting on the 23.

now for the foreseeable delivery of the equipment

future be ZS1TS. (watctand look forward to hav-

this space) ing a top notch operating 73
station for our members R ssell ZS1VK
vy, The Committee has alsc 10 USe-

decided to bring in some

YOUR CTARC CLUB CONTACT DETAILS

Chairman / Treasurer
NoelT ZS1FW on 0217152024 or 0845281805

_ Secretary
nDat es t |0 Russelli ZS1VK can be reached on 027129767 or 072
Di ari seo 2599430

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
eMail: zslct@ctarc.org.za
Website: www.ctarc.org.za

Dates to Diarise

‘ AGM- Last Saturday in July
‘j i Lighthouse Operation Third weekend in August
~ SARL Field Day.eg 1 Third weekend of November
End of Year FunctionLast Saturday in November
SARL Field Day.eg 2 Second weekend of February
Annual CTARBea Market- First Saturday in March

- Note: The committee reserves the right to amend the
traditional dates of CTARC events if required.
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Nagchew 111 (30 years ago?)

Ragchew or is

= [ naecuew

Nag \ Aucust 81°

Nag! THIS ISSUE PUBLISHED BV THE
- DEMAZIO DEPT. OF THE CAPE TowN 4
Just goes to BRANCH OF THE S.A.RADIO LEAGUE,

‘urh&lsﬂ'!ltl,li'nllggbg your last / )
show, the same

old problems
30 years s

Subs Subs
Subs

Come on Guys

duest....... - “AVE You : ‘
pewsel || PAID YOUR SUBS? | }

'rus CODFATHER HATES To BE KEPT WITING)
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Ot her Avenueds To E

relation of mine) and optional apps, to help
chome to the Spring several other fellows, and overcome digital
edition of Ragchew! Of is available in versions for limitations if you

course, the weather Linux, the Mac OS X, an encounter any. There ar
R28ayQid NBFfI22R 2t S X FLWRAP, FLARQ, FL
Al a2 68SQN2TFTFTALINRY3I (§andFLRIG.

enjoying Winter, Spring, whole page of downloads In emergency situations
and an occasional at www.wlhkj.co./ it may be important to
{ dzy YSNXDa R ¢download.htmlfor you to f ensure some sort of
the confusion of not look at, to find the ones integrity of the
knowing whether you you may like. Dave hasinformation. FLWRAP
should be outside provided the whole thing puts an erroffree shell
working on your completely free, and asks around the message,
antennas, or just catchingfor no donations or allowing you to send
a tan, or inside shivering subscription support at error-free text using a
in front of the VFO all non-error-free mode!
enjoying some DX, [FLDIGI can send ani Sometimes you may wish
GK2dzaAK{ L QR receive datain many andto send a small Excel
some useful digital stuff various modes, and you spreadsheet, which will
that has been lurking can choose what you use take some time, so
about in the background depending on  band FLARQ adds an ARQ
for some time, at least in conditions or your (Automatic Repeat , A A .
SA. This is the FRE familiarity with software. reQuest) layer g to aLy SYSNRSY
software called FLDIG] PSK31, Olivia, and MF6:g KI 1 S@SNJ Y2 RS  situations, it may be

which is ideal for sending 2k are all examples of using, sends the info in important to ensure

files and messages via RImodes you can use withlittle packets, and the some sort of integrity

It seems to be central to this app. There is a 4MEreceiving station then 5T GKS AVT2N
the principle of NBEMS, install package on the sends an ARQ if an error u y :

which is an acronym for net, which expands tois detected, thereby
Narrow Band Emergency14MB on your HDD. getting the packet resent.
Messaging System, ir There is even a versior FLMSG is rather clever,
which you can send a faii for  people thhv old allowing you to format
amount of infousingvery T I a KA 2y SR athe message into
little bandwidth. FLDIGI (slower than 700Mhz, for standard formats, such as
stands for Fast Light€example), so somethingthe Incident Command
DIGItal, which is a for everyone! This is good System (ICS) forms, and
modem application, and | for ~ any  emergency FLRIG controls by
'Y AYyRSo6GSR comms, but you cacomputer several brands
copy of CQ ragchew just as easily orand models of rig (PTT,
Communications and this mode too. The Frequency, Mode, and
Technology  Magazine, screen looks a bit like other important
and an article written by PSK31, and has ¢parameters), rather like
Don Rotolo N2IRZ. waterfall display for you Ham Radio Deluxe, but
FLDIGI was developed bto pick out strong within the FLDIGI
a chap called Daveadjacent signals in the umbrella.
Freese, WI1HKJ, (ncusual way. To allow o o i
flexibility using FLDIGI{ SS 2OSNI SI ¥
there are a few other
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Ot her Avenue@st To EXPp

As with all digital modes, executing  installations only improve your under-

you have to be careful to under Windows, so easy standing of the way mod-

set the transmit audio enough. He notes that ern communications can
and RF power levels tcthere are manuals with take place.

allow decent distortion each programme, and Dave Freese is to be con-
free reception at the des- suggests you read them gratulated on his hard

tination. K7AGE has(Horrors!) before trying work, and Don N2IRZ
posted a video on You-the software, to make thanked for the basic in-

Tube on how to set your your lives easy! Configur- formation used in this

levels for PSK31, which iing the addons are summary.

applicable to all digital/ straightforward, so you Hope to hear you on the
soundcard modes. should be able to make bands once | get my HF
Don Rotolo recommends the ones you want work. antennas up again! Slow
you download all the pro- Obviously, the best use going, here.

grammes available usingfor all this is in sending

your operating system on emergency information in 73 Dave ZS1DFR

that site | mentioned, times of stress, but if
SOSy AT @&2dzé2dzQNB OKI f ¢
ning to use them. They tal modes, then playing

A 3AT

J — 7 — = - - =

are apparently all self with these systems can

News Flash!

News Flash!

Flea Market!

The club will be holding an annual flea
market on the first Saturday afternoon
in March.

Remember to save up your shack
goodies for sale or swop and bring the
along.

More info will follow as we get nearer t
Page6 the date.
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Contest Corner

CONTEST CORNER
#6

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X

Upcoming Local Events idADsdctes the SARL web:
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.as

6 October - SARL 80m QSO Party
8,9 October - AWA Valve QSO Party
22 October - Spring QRP Sprint

Also look out for the CQ Hou K& <'suf thetdBer and the
Jamboree on the air Jetti® 15

Upcoming International Event® be®@d¢tobdink for more detai
http://www.ncjweb.com/contesicdy.slope of the bigger con
tests have been mentioned below.

9 October North American RTTY Sprint

10 October International @May Sprint

15,16 October Worked all Germany Contest

22.23 October 1610 International Fall CW Conte

29,30 October

CQ WW DX Phone Contest

730s
de

ZS1X

-
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GwSYSYo SN =
make a good QSO you
have to be able to
first hear the other
AGFGA2YyHE

-

O0Shackd Of bDdnhsesiaM

My shack is in Durbanville GK2dzal yR Y[ Q400 watts, into a dipole or
My Tower is selfstanding 1 Zpaland & was av.varde.d the a vertical antenna. An
meter triangular  tower, first & only WAZL in Afrlca in elevated .QTH, away from
tapering to 300mm. The 1987. Smce operat!ng from surroun_dlng o.bstructlon-s.&
base is standing on 2 % ton, Durbanville at an altitude of mountains is a definite

of concrete in fairly solid 923 feet. asl on the
ground. Nowadays if | northern side of Durbanville

need help with Hill . ~this QTH has

maintenance for my tower contributed to accumulating
thankfully | have DereI,< 318 DXCC entities on 20m

334 on the Honor Roll, 35C
on Phone & 351 Mixed
Of the latter, 18 are
Deleted Entities. All 35]advantage. Remember , to
are confirmed with QSL make a good QSO you have
cards. As time progresses ¢to be able to first hear the
more new DX entities other station. In the
become available, & are Cape Town area there are
confirmed, these totals will those who are close to
be adjusted with my next Table Mountain, but can
application to ARRL DXCtuse it as a reflector to their
As of June 2011 these totals advantage & as is the case

INB GKS KAIKSof OM Gerald ZSIGRM on¥:{ C
ZS1DUP, (seen in thiiPHONE / SSB in Soutthe slopes of Devils Peak,
pict-hr%.) Derek who was a Africa. It took 30 years of he has found alternate

pro in climbing towers in
Telkom, has been my mair
maintenance man when it
comes to climbing my
tower.

There isa 5/8 2m Grounc
Plane at the very top at
19M, then the smaller 3
element beam at 18,5M is

beam headings into some
extremely difficult areas on
this planet. | would advise
any DXer to obtain a Great
Circle Map & study it to see
in which direction some
countries really are. Have
you ever heard of going
over the South Pole to
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the DueBander Hygain DB concentrated & dedicated Europe or over the USA to

1015 for 10m & 15m. DXing, together with Barry Australia & New
Below that at 16M is the 4 ZS1FJ also on the Honc Zealand. ???  Yes, thisis
element Hygain 204BA Roll.My transceivers are the how it works. 'l  Go ahead
monobander  for 20m. KENWOOD TS 430 & & enjoy DXing the
There is a 40m Y% G5R'440 & FL 2100z Linear successful way &
sloper from the top of the running 50 watts AU. !l accumulate the  DXCC

tower at an angle of 45 My advice to any keen Countries & make many
degrees, with the HOT ENI budding HF DXer is to pulfriends & learn so much
at the TOP. This worksup a mast /tower more.

amazingly well on 40m even approaching 15M & a 73 Dennis ZS1AU

on DX in W6, California tribander beam, before

Over a period of 30 years , considering buying a hig
from the time there tower Power Linear. This wa
was put up, 15 yrs in you have more of a chance
Bergvliet & 15 vyrs in of working plenty of DX
Durbanville, | using a good beam, rathe
concentrated for 10 years, than running power not
on working over a exceeding the legal limit of




