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dhe CTARC needs Youo!
remember the recruiting posters in the USA during the
Second World War. Uncle Sam dressed in the stars
and stripes, with top hat, and pointing his index finger at all and sundry
who took the time to look at the poster, and indicating, THIS MEANS
YOU! Well, maybe we should go on a recruiting drive to enlist able
bodied persons to join our club, to shake things up a bit? Too often we
take the stance that all is well and that someone else will do the job!
Unfortunately, it is not so!

There are two major issues that | wish to discuss in this article. Firstly, |
am concerned at a trend that | notice in that the attendance at our
monthly meetings is proportional to the perceived quality of the speaker
or presentation for that evening. As a committee we try very hard to
have interesting presentations,

consider the fact, that what appeals to one may not appeal to another,
S0 how do you handl e that one?
communicate your likes and or dislikes, we are in the dark as it were.

The second aspect is the apathy of our members to join in and or assist
with the field days. We have | us
Nati onal Field Day after
showing indeed, and one may then ask, where do we go from here?

We also maintain a fully operational Station which is hardly ever utilised,

and to top it all, our membership is dwindling at a steady rate annually.

To coin a modern phrase that is bandied about by those missing the

point most of the ti me, but still
In this instance, | wonder?

Most times it seems as if the club consists of mainly the Committee
members and very few others. Come on chaps; give us your views, and
particularly, how about more assistance and just plain participation! If
you are a member, come to the functions no matter what and be part of
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Chal r ntenth

Maybe we need to modernise our thinking and start looking at other
options with a view to change our 6 Mo d us o0 pnel cua lmadkiod
the whole operation. Who knows, any ideas please!

On a lighter note, | saw a Specialist recently regarding my bad hearing,
and while removing large chunks of wax from my ears | told him my
Hobby was Amateur Radio. Imagine my consternation when he in-
formed me that he thought that, that aspect of radio was a thing of the
past. Well, | enlightened him somewhat as to his ignorance. Neverthe-
less | still have to wear a Hearing Aid!

Before | conclude, r e me mb'@March wahieh! 6 F |
is scheduled to commence at 14:00. As a consequence of this, there

will not be a General Meeting in February, but the next one will be on

_ the 26™ March. Dave ZS1DFR is organising this and the theme is W/

There will be WIHi6Militariadé with t h®&he€ommitteesvil s or
no meeting meet on Monday 27th Feb. at 19:00 and on the 26th March at

this month 18:30.
We are also considering a O0Fox Hunt

Take Care, 73 to all,

i de ZS1FW  Noel
is in place of

the February
meeting

Our
Next meeting
will be 26
March at
20:00

- e
I'M SORRY THE T
MAYBE NOW WE WILL HAVE MORE
TIME TOGETHER ¥
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From The Secéceée.

Hi All

We wish our newest member Derek Smit a very

Secretary / Treasurer
" Russell Mycroft warm welcome. Derek is not licensed at present

........

| ZS1WK but is hoping to do the RAE soon.

| ‘ﬁ W'Y
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No other news to report on. Have a great 2012

everybody.

73
Russell ZS1VK [

Clubs Contact Detalls

Chairman
NoelT ZS1FW on 0217152024 or 0845281805

Secretary / Treasurer

Russelli ZS1VK can be reached on 027129767 or 072599430
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740

eMail: zslct@ctarc.org.za

Website: www.ctarc.org.za

MiniSwo p  Sisinorgs
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L e on O S FOR SALE
% o your SWORices 4 | TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS
; a
N D\C“'“e r\e)d $ Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
{0 Umpe d Also DIY Kits available _

& On\‘(\S op Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips,
Ay m v oN ﬁ S\N 10.7Mhz & 455Khz Variable Inductors, Various Tor-
5, editio s oidal Cores

Contact Dirk - ZS1X
N ped RS d Cell: 084 552 8573

email: zslx@iburst.co.za
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Dave Reece
ZS1DFR

shorter
than the
nights!
How sad
i's th
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Gosh, it 6

St Val ent i
already, and the days
will soon be shorter
than the nights! How
sad is that? Well, as
long as the weather
remains warm, |
guess itods
This time around |
want to philosophise a
bit about repeater
frequencies. | write in
my personal capacity,
but must confess, |
am privy to the
thinking of the
Repeater Working
Group, so know what
their philosophy is.

The problem with 2m
FM repeaters is that
each frequency has to
be far away enough
from another
repeater 6s
to prevent splatter, or
bleeding, over on to
an adjacent repeater
frequency. This is
important if  you
remember the capture
effect of FM, which
basically means that,
even though your
signal is not
clearly on the

frequency of
your nearest
repeater, it will
capture the
receiver and
cause a
distorted

transmission
from a repeater
that may be very
near to you.
This then means

atrlmat trée ¢ frequency

deV| ationbo

v&yO wide dB&Y the

central frequency of

the repeater. If two
repeaters are
separated in

frequency from each
gther by 25Khz, the
Qfual signal
transmitted to each,
and by them, cannot
actually be wider than
5Khz, or else the
width of that signal will
Abl eedo on
channel. Now, if the
bandplan for 2 meters
stipulates a repeater
at every 25Khz space,
one can only have 8
repeater pairs, with
transmitted outputs on
145,600, 145,625,
145 650 ..675, ...700,
.750
dr e G74\fhd. ¢ W
good and well, as long
as you live in a small
community, with the
nearest big
community far away,
or donot
services of many
repeaters because of
flat terrain.

However, repeater
modes and
technology are
advancing, and it
starts to become
interesting, and
perhaps important, to
have other systems

on repeaters, like
Digital Systems, or
even parrot repeaters
too, for the new ham
or youngster to
practise or experiment

AV e'n

with. What do we do
whgn e need More
than 8 repeater pairs in a
community? We try to

put other repeater
frequency pairs between
the original
what we do!

That raises another

problem, in that the
frequency deviation of
the signal must become

narrower to  prevent
adjacent channel
anérferrerﬂ:ee IR € Sthr

words, one may need to
have a radio that can be
programmed to transmit
at 12.5Khz channel
spacing, instead of the
previous 25, and to
transmit a much
narrower deviation of
say 2.5Khz wide, to
prevent another version
of the adjacent channel
experience we had
previously suffered on
2e5léhé _ chrfmnetles. This
signal is referred to as
Narrow-FM ( as opposed
to FM, and not to be
confused with Wide-FM,

Cont: overleaf...
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which is needed to
receive a clean broadcast
quality FM station, like
5FM etc).

The average radio these
days doesnoét
transmit a narrow FM
signal, but this is
becoming more and more
common in modern
mobile rigs, and in all-
band all-mode rigs. So
your Icoms, like IC-2200,
IC-2820, IC-706MKIIG, IC
-7000, all the modern
Yaesu rigs, like FT-857,
8800, 8900, 897, and the
likes, and the Kenwood
TM-D700 or 71
Most of the very modern

handheld rigs, which |
di dnot ment i
too. Now, if we take a

random survey of the
next 100 fellows we hear
on the CT repeaters, |
would say about 60% will
have one rig that can
transmit narrow-FM,
whether they know it or
not!

So, | wonder whether it
i snot ti me
Repeater Working Group
to install one narrow-FM
repeater somewhere
central in Cape Town,
with which people with

that facility can play? |
note that all the
emergency frequencies

used by WSAR and EMS
are all narrow FM, and a
wide signal in to a narrow
repeater causes clipping
of the audio, and
relatively indistinct
transfer of info. So, if you
want to have permission
to use those frequencies,
you MUST use a narrow-

FM radio!

What about a parrot
repeater in central CT,
using narrow deviation,
for us to play with? The
audie Yo hear i diffelent
from the almost Hi-Fi
gual ity audi
to. Narrow FM signals
sound very thin, as
though the operator is
holding the mike too far
from his face. That is not
necessarily bad, because
we all know people who
splutter in to their mikes

from such a close
distance that the audio is
Odlsmosatl | i daud

as guilty of that)! So, all it
involves is a learning
cunve of getiing wsédi te
what the signal sounds
like.

The Repeater Working
Group is unlikely to
suddenly change all the
repeaters to  narrow,
because it is a huge
amount of work to align
all the repeaters in the
WCP, but the time may
tcame wherk that does
become a good idea.
We dve
our frequency pairs here
in CT, with the D-STAR
repeater occupying the
775 repeater
tower. What do we do
next? Narrow band
repeaters between the
other frequencies are not
such stupid choices, even
if it takes 10 years to get
them done.

| remember when the first
noises about CTCSS
tones on repeaters were
made, and how many
amateurs sai

alreadysiprr e d

A Vcern u

have rigs that could
transmit tones. As radio
amateurs are so good at
modi fying
long before most of the
active hams had CTCSS
tones on their radios and
owerav ewrkieg alls thel
repeaters as  before.
Slowly but surely, as old
analog rigs get replaced
by radios with Phase-
locked-loop oscillators, or
Direct Digital Synthesis
tuning, so will all the
chaps on frequency have
narrow-FM rigs. | find to
my amazement that |
hiave 8 VHE bnly migs jhat
can do narrow-FM, and
one all-band, all-mode
radio too.

So ponder on that idea of
a Atrainero
repeater using narrow-FM
deviation, for you to talk
to, and listen to what you
sound like. Personally, |
like the ideal

Looking forward to seeing
you at the flea-market,
but please leave your
fleas at home!
Happy Hamming,

Dave
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Events, Flea Market and |
4

B S @Q BBGOntper Flea
Market

Date: Saturday 3 March 2012
Time: 14:00

Place: CTARC Club House / Hall

Rob Bareham
ZS1SA

A limited number g/p
of tables are 2
available, (no 8’2%% >
Charge), but if / —
possible bring

Market 3 your own, or sell from your car

March boot if the sun is shining!
Borrie Rolls

and
refreshments
on sale

Boerie rolls on sale courtesy of

Bring all your
surplus to the Repeater Group (all proceeds

requirements from the sale of the boerie rolls

to the Repeater fund.)
Liquid refreshments also
available

Our special events schedule for
the year ahead are:

3 March CTARC Annual Flea Market from 14:00
28 July AGM
18/19 August Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend
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17/18 November SARL Field Day |
|

24 November End of year function
\ 73 and hope to see you al/l I
Rob, ZS1SA
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Dirk Lotz,
ZS1X

fiSeems as
though 99% of
operators

jump on the
mike
immediately
when the DX
station says
QRZ. 0

RAGCHEW 1S

Contest Corner...

Upcoming Local Events in March i Also see the SARL web: http://
www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp

4 March - SARL Hamnet 40m Simulated Emergency Contest
10 March - SARL March Madness YL Sprint

17, 18 March - SARL VHF/UHF Analogue / Digital Contest
28 March - SARL 80m Club Championship (phone)

Upcoming International Events in March i See this link for more detail http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html Only some of the bigger contests
have been mentioned below.

3, 4 March - ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB
4 March - DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest
10, 11 March - RSGB Commonwealth Contest
11 March - North American Sprint, RTTY
17, 18 March - Russian DX Contest

24, 25 March - CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB

MONTHLY DX6éing TIP

Time Your Calls

Seems as though 99% of operators jump on the mike immediately when the
DX station says QRZ. So think of how it would sound if there were 100 people
in a room and you asked, "What's your name?" and 99 people immediately
gave their name and the lone 100th person waited 1 full second and then said
his/her name. Bet you 10 to 1 odds you would hear/remember that 1 out of the
crowd! And then put on top of that, staying on one single frequency and not
chasing the DX around, then your chances of getting in the log have just been
increased greatly. | call this the "Delayed Calling" method. Used this for

TIOM for every single QSO.

Glenn, K2FF ( Ti ps f o r- http:Hwevw.Bidké.argidx_tips.htm#tip1)

736s & Good DX!



http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.mdxa.org/dx_tips.html#tip1
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ZR1AU
RAY!
On the air

Pierre Tromp,
ZS1HF oper-
ated the ham

station at
Marion Island
(ZS8M) which
resulted in
many hams
world wide
sending funds
for QSL cards
to Pierre.

A Shack for the Visually

Pierre Tromp, ZS1HF operated the
ham station at Marion Island (ZS8M)
which resulted in many hams world
wide sending funds for QSL cards to
Pierre. Pierre says:

As | stated on my www.qrz.com/db/
zs8m web page, | have established a

ham shack for four visually impaired
radio hams in Worcester. The equipment was
purchased from the donations of the ZS8M QSL
cards. The Icom IC -718 also has a voice module
to assist them with frequency and mode selection,
while the antenna is a military grade broad band
HF antenna allowing them to select bands
easily.More pictures will be posted on qgrz.com
soon.

73 Pierre D. Tromp
ZS1HF / ZS8M

ZR1ATS Andre
and ZR1AU Ray

Hey guys Check

this out!

7
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