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Reminder
Our next
meeting...
Monday
26 March
at 20:00
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Chairman’s Chat
‘It’s so good when a plan comes together, and I
must say that the ‘Flea Market’ held on
Saturday the 3rd March was a huge success.
Our thanks and congratulations go to Rob (ZS1SA) whose
brainchild it was, and who organised the whole show, well
done.
The idea was presented to the committee almost a year ago,
and we all felt that it was a very good idea, and decided to go
ahead. From then on it was all systems go by being planned
and publicised.
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The general success was as a result of a number of factors.
Enthusiasm was what drove the whole thing, and we are told
that when one is passionate about something, it will move!
This certainly happened here, and this feeling spread
throughout the committee.
Advertising, and for all concerned, every opportunity was
taken to promote the event, and this paid off. The venue had
a lot to do with it too, and what more can I say about the
ambiance under the trees and in the open like it was, and
other than being a bit windy, the weather was perfect too.
We were also fortunate in that we had the goods to sell. It was
really amazing how ‘out of the blue’ as it were, things were
accumulated! Although, one observation I made was that
there is a dearth of the old high voltage components, and in a
way this is sad! I guess it’s a sign of the times, for the few who
still construct equipment; we most probably need to move to
the modern way of thinking?
See Overleaf…..
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Chairman’s Chat …..Cont:
Apologies to those who were inconvenienced in any way as
regards space to show your tables, well, we have noted this
and promise that in the future, we will accommodate all in
the main arena! I’m sure there is always room for improvement, so we learn as we go ahead, and any suggestions will
be welcome.
I was impressed by the number attending and then the tremendous ‘Ham Sprit’ present. Visitors from afar and old
friendships reinstated were truly great to be part of. Of
course the usual banter and ragging and our in house auctioneer, made for a fun afternoon as well. The boerewors
rolls and Iced drinks were most welcome too, and ran out
just in time. Thanks for all those who attended, you made it
worthwhile. See you next year, the first Saturday in March!

Our
Next meeting
will be 26
March at
20:00

Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW
Noel
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From The Sec……. The Important “Stuff”
Hi All.
Secretary / Treasurer
Russell Mycroft
ZS1VK

Welcome to our newest members in no
particular order..
Simon Ackerman ZR1AS
John Golby ZS1ZC
David Hudson G4WOE
We do hope that your association with
CTARC will be long and enjoyable.
The report on the recent annual flea market
is covered elsewhere in this issue
73 for now
Russell ZS1VK
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“Other Avenues To Explore”
I

Dave Reece
ZS1DFR

“There are
two kinds of
weather you
might be
interested in”

RAGCHEW

wonder WHETHER I
should discuss the
various
forms
of
WEATHER information
you can gather for
yourself? (Sorry about
the shoddy pun!)
Don’t know about
you, but I am an
“observer” at heart
(“voyeur”?), and love
to watch the development on the screen of
patterns of weather
or charts of expected
conditions. I would be
lost without a PC
screen or two in my
shack, in spite of what
the devoted DX’ers
say about PC noise on
the bands!
There are two kinds of
weather you might be
interested in, if you’re
wanting to watch the
development of conditions: your local
weather (at your
house); and regional
or
national
weather (what’s
going on in the
a d j a c e n t
1000Km or so).
Both of these
are interesting,
particularly
if
you want to
keep records of
floods, or other
natural weather

IS

disasters about you.
If you wish to monitor
your
own
local
weather, you will
need to develop a set
of instruments to
measure what’s happening:
barometer,
outside thermometer,
inside thermometer
perhaps, hygrometer
for humidity outside,
and possibly wind direction and speed indicators. The good old
rain gauge, that funnel attached lazily to
the fence in the back
garden and full of
green slimy water
which you forgot to
empty last year after
the last rains should
not be forgotten either. All these items
can be visited and
notes made of their
readings for incorporation in your pending
spreadsheet.
(“pending”
means
“one day”)
Naturally, Hams are
gadget freaks, so it
won’t be long before
you go looking for
something that can
measure most of that
stuff
automatically,
and show it in digital
format in front of your
operating position. 3
or 4 companies mar-

ket units that do varying
numbers of these things.
The most ubiquitous in
South Africa, are made
by a company called
O..... Scientific, and they
have many different little units, mostly for your
desktop with three or
four of the above parameters quoted. For
the outside measurements, they supply additional sets with units
that connect by wire or
by
2.4Ghz
wireless
means to bring the data
to your desktop. So you
can see barometric
trends, high and low
temperature
readings
inside and outside, current temperatures, and
humidity. Other companies that produce high
quality instruments often used by farmers,
Agronomers, Astronomers, Coastal watch services and the like, to
measure earth moisture,
heat-degree days, to
predict when to plant or
reap crops, and what
needs watering when,
are Da... Instruments,
and Pe.. Bros. Then
there is a Canadian company called La Cr.... that
does much the same.
See Overleaf...

ISSUE

3

PAGE

“Other Avenues To Explore”… Cont:
The
better
the
instrument, and the more
the
parameters,
of
course, the greater the
cost, but their greatest
value lies in being able to
link some of them by USB
cable to your PC, and use
the supplied software to
have a visual summary of
all
the
weathe r
parameters on your
screen, with the ability to
watch trends and keep
averages. I guess it is true
to say that a single
measurement of anything
(a snapshot) is worth
much less than a video
film of trends and past
measurements,
which
can then allow you to
predict
future
movements.
Versions of all of the
weather stations made
by
the
companies
mentioned above can
also allow you to export
your weather to the
internet, for assimilation
by international weather
observation
platforms
like
CWOP
(Citizen
Weather
Observation
Programme),
which
collects civilian weather
data, and makes it
available to weather
services to aid in accurate
forecasting. And the
same
weather
information
can
be
uploaded via APRS, and

assimilated on to the
internet via an iGate for
others to look at (go and
look at http://aprs.fi).
For those of you who
don’t want to know
about your local weather,
but want to see what the
country is in for, you have
several websites on the
internet to look at, local
and international.
The SA Weather Service
will give you a fair
amount of free info at
h t t p : / /
www.weathersa.co.za/
web/home.asp , though
they try to sell you their
important data.
h t t p : / /
metzone.weathersa.co.za
/images/articles/
ma_sy.gif? gives a useful
picture of the current
synoptic
chart,
of
weather about to strike
us in Cape Town.
iWeathar has a useful
summary of predictions
of
weather
in
surrounding towns near
to where you live, and
areas can be chosen to
suit your QTH. They’re at
http://iweathar.co.za/
s t a t i o n s . p h p ?
stage=1&p_id=1 for the
Cape Town area. (Note
the A in the word, not an
E).
h t t p : / /
oiswww.eumetsat.org/
IPPS/html/MSG/

IMAGERY is the basic
page
for
choosing
satellite pictures of world
weather. You can choose
pictures in visible light, or
infrared, or at other
frequency spectra. I
watch
http://
oiswww.eumetsat.org/
IPPS/html/MSG/
IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/
SOUTHERNAFRICA/
index.htm
for
my
pleasure.
Of course, the Sun also
has weather, and I watch
h t t p : / /
www.solarham.com most
of the time for solar flux
indices,
or
http://
spaceweather.co.za/
default.htm for detailed
amateur
radio
propagation planning.
I hope I have opened
your eyes to an aspect of
nature about you that
can
enrich
your
understanding of why
amateur radio works like
it does, not to mention
giving you something to
chew the rag over, when
chatting with your mates
HI!
Happy hamming –
see you next time,
Dave ZS1DFR

“The better

the
instrument,
the more the
parameters”
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Report Back and Upcoming Events
On 3 March we had the first of our annual flea
markets and it was far more successful than
envisaged.
During the course of the afternoon about 80 hams
visited to shop or sell their goods or just socialize. It
was great to see a lot of faces and renew
acquaintances with chaps that we haven’t seen in
many years. There was plenty of food and ice cold refreshments.
Philip Verster, ZS1DV did an excellent job selling boerie rolls for the
repeater working group. Anne ran our bar, selling beverages to wash
the tasty boerie rolls down with. Raffles and prizes were awarded by
Dave, who also along with Danny ended the event with a very lively
auction. A great time was had by all attendees. If you missed it you
missed the biggest ham event in Cape Town of the year. Based on
the success of this event, the Cape Town club will continue to hold
the bumper flea market on the first Saturday in March every year.
Russell, our secretary will give a full financial report back at the next
meeting.

Rob Bareham
ZS1SA

The
next
special
event
will be
our AGM
on
28 July.

This was our first large Flea Market and we knew it would be a
learning experience for all involved. We have several changes to
make for next time based on our experiences and suggestions from
participants so look forward to next years event.
See some great pictures on the next page
The next special event will be our AGM on 28 July.
73
Rob ZS1SA

Our special events schedule for
the year ahead are:
28 July
18/19 August
17/18 November
24 November

AGM
Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend
SARL Field Day
End of year function

73 and hope to see you all at the Meeting on the 26th
Rob, ZS1SA
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What am I bid?….....
Auctioneer Danny
(ZS1BL) encouraged a lot
of Hams to relinquish their
cash ... !

Flea Market Day

Who
would
have
guessed the cable was
over 7m! The lucky
winner did, and won a
bottle of hooch...

Keeping cool
under the trees

“What a great
day, the
repeater group
did well selling
bourie rolls too,
and overall the
“first CTARC
bumper flea

←

market was a
huge success”

Yes they arrived! Mike’s (ZS1FP) famous indispensible Peanut Butter Jars
The fight was on between Nick (ZS1ZD) and
Patrick for the dubious honour of owning the
jars… and after intensive haggling..… yes you
guessed it……...Patrick (ZS1PDY) won!

Yes The Ed did her bit
too…..sold “cold”
drinks by the zillion!!
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PICTURES COURTESY OF NICK (ZS1ZD) AND ROB (ZS1SA)
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Contest Corner...
Upcoming Local Events in April
Also check out the SARL website for more info on upcoming contests.

Dirk Lotz,
ZS1X

80m QSO Party
RADAR Contest
SARL QRP Contest

-

5 April
7 April
14 April

Upcoming International Events in April
Only some contests have been mentioned here. For a full list and contest rules visit www.hornucopia/contestcal/index.html

For a full list
and contest
rules visit
www.hornuc
opia/
contestcal/
index.html

LZ Open 40m Sprint
SP DX Contest
Yuti Gagarin DX Contest
Holyland DX Contest
YU DX Contest
SP DX RTTY Contest

-

7 April
7 & 8 April
14 & 15 April
21 April
21 & 22 April
28 & 29 April

Monthly DX Tip
Always listen before transmitting and ask if a frequency is in use, followed by your call sign.
When operating CW it is good practice to reduce your speed to that of
the other operator.
73's
de ZS1X
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Hamming it up … Japan WW11
This is a unusual story from the December 1967 page 53 edition of QST magazine. Most of us like to
hear a good yarn about ham radio and the one that I'm going to tell you is probably the most unusual I've
ever heard.
Well last summer I was cleaning out some of the junk in my ham shack when W4---calls on the land line and invites me over to
see his new receiver. I've never been too close with Bob, but he's a decent sort of a chap. He works 20 meters mostly and since
the noise level had been S9 the past few days, I guess he wanted somebody to shoot the breeze with. About twenty minutes
later I'm sitting in his shack looking over some of his QSL cards and wishing my DXCC total was up around 300 countries where
Bob's is. He had just set up two cool ones with plenty of iceand passed me his tobacco pouch when he got a real funny look in his
eye. You know, Doc, I've gotten a real thrill out of ham radio this week.
I'm going to tell you an incident that started almost twenty five years ago. I've never told this to a living soul, but since it was so
long ago, nobody would raise any smoke about it today. A young fellow like you wouldn't remember this, but DX was a bit
different before WW II. The big thing in those days was trying to get a Worked all zones certificate. Not
very many fellows had the award and there was real competition for some of the Asian zones. Why I
even put up a rhombic pointed at Tibet just so I could try to work AC4YN. I never worked him, but I sure
had ball trying to chase him down. The closest I ever got was to work a whole mess of Js in Japan.
They're signing JA now days. All this came to a end when the war broke out and I signed up, like a lot of
other hams I knew. They shipped me out to the South Pacific before I could count to ten. Well, it was in
42 or maybe it was the beginning of 43, that I got a taste of the enemy.
It seams there was a small island about five miles from us that the
Japs were using to report all ship movements in the area. We figured
they had a radio station and a few men, since the island was only
about a mile square. To make a long story short, two other fellows and I volunteered to go
ashore and look around and try to close shop for our friends from Tokyo. Well, when we were
trying to beach our rubber boat, the other two fellows got cut up real bad on some coral and
were just about useless till they could be moved back to the ship. I was much younger then
and much more foolish or brave, I guess, so I said I'd have a look around and be back in a
couple of hours. Well, I must have hacked my way through about half a mile of jungle when I
noticed some wire that had been strung through the palms. It was fed with open line, so I just followed the spreaders until I hit
pay dirt.
There was a small bamboo hut with a table and a chair and some radio gear that seemed to be in
operation. I moved to a small hill and looked the situation over. There was only one fellow inside and
he didn't seem to be more than five feet tall, so maybe I could handle the problem alone. Where I was
lying offered a good position for me to jump this fellow if he came out of the hut. It seemed like five
hours, but it must have been less when he decided to come strolling out next to that little hill I was on.
I got my jungle knife ready and landed right on top of him. I'm all set to give some cold steel in the
stomach when I got the surprise of my life. He's got a magazine in his hand and it was QST. Well, I
was so stunned when I saw it I dropped my knife and just looked at him. We must have stared at each
other for a full two minutes like mad men. Then, do you know what I said to him? What's your call? Well, he grins and says Jay
too---. I had worked him about a dozen times on 20 c.w. His handle was Iko. His English wasn't too bad so we just shot the bull
for a while. I know this sounds crazy, but how could you take the life of a fellow ham whose QSL card is hanging on your wall
back home.
Some things were just bigger that war.
Before long we're having a gay old time as he's broken out a special bottle of rice wine and started gabbing about old DX on 20
cw. I finally explain that, ham buddy or not, there's going to be hot times for him real soon. Well Iko tells me that this is his last
day on the island and that he is going to be taken off by sub in a few hours. They are closing down the radio station on that
island. He even asks me to help him get his radio gear into his rubber raft. At the time it seemed like a pretty good idea so I
asked him if he'd let me dynamite the hut after he left, just to make things look all right.
We shook hands, exchanged 73's and I watched him paddle off to the sub. The rest of the story is
uneventful except that I got a medal for my bravery on the island. Then Bob got up from his chair
to get some more ice for the drinks as I set there and relit my pipe.
Well, Doc, the cap to this story is that I worked a JA1 on 20 SSB last week and it was Iko. It makes
me feel good that things worked out after all. We both raised our glasses and drank to JA1.
End of story
Courtesy of Wayne Green W2NSD (via Ian Pope ZS1SX)
( December 1967 page 53 of QST magazine )
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Swop Shop…………..
Dear Rag Chew Editor, I have the following items excess to my requirements:
1)

Signalink USB with built-in sound card. This one is for the Yaesu FT897/FT857
as it includes the data cable as well as the "Plug & Play" jumper module for the
FT897/FT857. Can be used on other rigs but buyer may need to purchase the
correct data cable if not used on an FT897/FT857. NB:See http://
www.tigertronics.com for more detail - R900

2)
Kenwood TK2107 commercial Hand Held (VHF – 150 to 174MHz),16 Channels,
in very good condition. The radio comes with Rapid Desktop Charger and 4 Batteries.
All batteries in 100% working order Original and 2 aftermarket hi-capacity batteries.)
Manual (for what it’s worth, included.) If required, I can program the radio to your
requirements. Tested by Global Communications and works perfectly on the 2m
Amateur Band. R750 (the batteries alone are worth more than the asking price) Note:
Also available - Earpiece / lapel PPT/MIC for the TK2107 @ R150-00 and also a
Programming cable (RS232) for the TK2107 @ R200. (If you buy the cable I will
include the required software)

Come on
Guys send in
your swops
with pictures
and prices to
me for next
months
bumper
edition of
Swop Shop...

3)

Morse Mate (QRV) with RF cable and Manual @ R150

4)

20w Unitronix Linear VHF @ R100

5)

ZS1IL Homebrew Sound card Interface with cables for Yaesu FT857 / F T 8 9 7
(for any rig but the
included cables are
for FT897/FT857) @ R150

LD

SO
4
M
E
T
I

Shipping for buyers account. Location: Cape Town. Blaauwberg.
Best 73,
Johnny (ZS1ME) Mobile: 083 304 0188 Home: 021 557 7417
An Amateur practices until they get it right.
A Professional practices until they don't get it wrong.

FOR SALE

Swops
Swops
Swops

TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS

RAGCHEW
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Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips,
10.7Mhz & 455Khz Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS
AND NOTICES!
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming
month, may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you
all that you would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.
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Delivering
Solutions

←
WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and management services to the property, land and
construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built
environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact:
Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700 or our
Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za

WSP
KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF
THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE
WHO DO NOT HAVE INTERNET
CAPABILITIES.
Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain.

