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Reminder   

Our next 

meeting... 

Monday 

23 April at 

20:00  

‘ Well, after the successful ‘Flea market’ we had, the 

Clubhouse is looking much more habitable again. After 
months of having boxes of ‘junk’ and equipment lying 

all over the place, there is free space at last, and with a little tidying up, 
all will be ship shape. As always, after the event there are still some 
odds and ends to dispose of, so in time these will be advertised on 
‘swop shop’. When time permits, Rob ZS1SA and yours truly will do 
another clean up! 
 
Remember the next Club meeting will be on the 23 of April at 20:00. OM 
Russell has some very interesting and amusing ‘Ham’ related clips from 
‘U Tube’ to show, and I’m sure this will be a fun evening with some 
excitingj eye-ball QSO’s afterwards. Any suggestions and or activities 
for future meetings will be much appreciated. By the way, as our next 
major event will be the AGM in a few months time, are there any 
volunteers to serve on the Committee for next year?   
 
The other day when making purchases from an electronics emporium in 
Epping, I had the good fortune to meet OM’s Monty, ZS1ABC and Dirk 
ZS1X there. We had a good old eyeball QSO and it made the ‘Schlep’ 
from the Southern Suburbs worthwhile! This got me to thinking about the 
associations we have in our Hobby, and the fact that it is one of 
communication, but, for many reasons I suppose, we very seldom talk to 
each other. I think of days gone by and the prolific use of the ‘Two 
Metre’ Band, and now how this has waned.  This is a pity, as one can 
tune into the 750 Repeater and for hours nothing is heard. Maybe with a 
bit of effort we can change this, and who am I to talk as I myself am very 
seldom active.  
 
We have a concern, in that OM Maurice, ZS1ACH our QSL Manager is 
receiving QSL cards both electronically and on paper for which he has 
no record. It is possible that a member or members have been using 
ZS1CT and taking their log sheets home or just not logging the contacts. 
If we don’t have these records, OM Maurice has no alternative, but to 
inform the people who are QSL-ing us, the Club, that they have spoken 
with a pirate station as he has no record of the QSO! Please everyone, if 
any have made contacts, advise Maurice ASAP! 

See Overleaf:... 
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Our 
Next 

meeting will 
be 23 April 

at 20:00 

 

Chairman’s Chat …..Cont: 

R A G C H E W  I S   

 
I hope your Easter break was a happy family oriented occasion, 
notwithstanding the rain and the chill in the air. May the rest of the 
year be pleasant too with lots of good DX contacts! 
 
See below, some pictures from our last meeting… what an interesting 
time we all had, my thanks to Dave ZS1DFR for the idea and 
organising. 
 
Take Care, 73 to all,     de ZS1FW   Noel 

Oops ..I’m sure it goes like this !!! Dave Reece, ZS1DFR, 
shows us all a Daylight 
Signalling Lamp 

There,  told you so………… 

Great fun was had by all checking out all  
the “old”  Military  and  Ham equipment 

Mike ZS1FP, talked about and 
showed us some pictures of an 
Enigma machine and Gerald 
ZS1GRM  (above,) informed us 
all about WW2 Minesweepers 



From The Sec……. The Important “Stuff” 
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Secretary / Treasurer 

Russell Mycroft 

ZS1VK 

Clubs Contact Details 

Chairman   
 Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805 

 

Secretary / Treasurer 
Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072-2599430 

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

Our special events schedule for  
the year ahead are: 

 

28 July  AGM 
18/19 August Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 
17/18 November SARL Field Day  
24 November  End of year function 
 

 

73 and hope to see you all at the Meeting on the 23rd 
  Rob, ZS1SA 

Hi All. 
 

We are still running our new 
member “special” at the moment.   
 

Pay just R100 now and that will 
include a full membership for next 
financial year as well. Please tell 
your friends. 
 

Hope to see you all at our next 
meeting. 
 

73 
Russell ZS1VK 

Diary of Events  

2012 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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“Other 
antennas to 
construct”?  

Dave Reece 

ZS1DFR 

“Other Avenues To Explore” 

Or should that rather 

read “Other antennas to 
construct”? The reason 
why I say that, (Hello, by 
the way!), is that I am 
currently busying myself 
with the construction of 
a horizontal loop 
antenna about my 
property, and thought I 
might share some of 
this hard-gleaned 
information with you. I 
am indebted to that 
Bible of antennas, the 
ARRL Antenna 
handbook, for lots of 
notes. 
The first thing to say is 
that this kind of antenna 
has to be about the 
easiest antenna to 
construct, and needs 
the least amount of 
mathematics to derive 
(right up my street). If 
you wish to run an 
antenna in your back 
garden, which is 
basically omni-
directional, has no 
complicated radials or 

earthing 
requirements, and 
which will easily 
resonate on a fair 
number of bands, 
then the “Loop 
Skywire” is for 
you! Two 
requirements 
make it perform 
very well. Firstly, 
if you can get it up 
about 12 metres, 
that’s brilliant, but 

it’s not a train smash if 
you can’t. Secondly, if 
you can try to get the 
length of the wire used 
to be correct for one of 
the common bands, 
then it will resonate 
easily (harmonically) on 
other bands too. 
So all you really need is 
four useful trees or 
poles in the corners of 
your urban plot, such 
that you can run a long 
wire around your 
garden, attach one end 
to the centre of the 
coax, the other end to 
the braid, and bring the 
feed line down into your 
shack, and you might 
not even need an 
antenna tuner. 
How to calculate the 
length of the loop? 
Well, in rather confused 
amateur thinking, divide 
the frequency of the 
band you’re most 
interested in, in Mhz, 
into 1005, and you get 
the length in feet! Then, 
you have to convert feet 
into metres of wire to 
build your antenna. I 
looked it up, and 1 foot 
is 0.3048 of a metre. So 
multiply the feet by 
0.3048, and you have 
the answer you’re 
looking for. 
The Good Book gives 
two examples: for a 
3.5Mhz loop that will 
resonate on all the 
original bands to 28Mhz 
(not WARC bands), you 
need a total loop of 

82.9m, with each side 
20.726m long. Very few 
urban gardens will give you 
that perimeter. Perhaps 
out in rural areas..... 
For a 7Mhz loop that will 
resonate from 7-28Mhz 
(again not WARC bands), 
you need a perimeter of 
43.28m, and each side to 
be 10.82m, rounding off a 
bit. Much easier in your 
back garden (as mine 
is)...... 
Now for the cunning bit – if 
you can bring the feed line 
straight down from the 
feed point, you can make 
the thing resonate fairly 
well on the bands above 
those we’ve just calculated 
for, by making a short 
adapter for the end of your 
coax, which effectively 
joins the braid and the 
coax together to the centre 
pin of the 259, plug it in to 
the transmitter, and then 
tune the antenna for 3.5 or 
1.8Mhz against a good 
ground. Effectively, you are 
then operating a vertical 
with a large capacitance 
hat on the top! Be 
prepared to use an 
antenna tuner there 
though. And, presumably, 
the higher your loop is 
above ground, the longer is 
your vertical feed, and the 
easier it is to tune for 
topbands. Now, not 
everybody knows this last 
piece of information, so 
you have now been 
informed! 

See Overleaf... 

R A G C H E W  I S   



“Other Avenues To Explore”… Cont:  
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Most of us have gone to the 
trouble of acquiring an 
antenna tuner of some sort 
along the way, so the 
precise dimensions of the 
loop are not quite so 
critical, although the purists 
do always say that using a 
tuner (transmatch) is just 
fooling the transmitter into 
thinking it has a resonant 
antenna to work with. You 
do not necessarily radiate 
as efficiently with a poorly 
cut antenna and a 
compromise antenna tuner. 
Yes, I know, I know, but 
remember, any piece of 
wire in the sky is better 
than no piece of wire in the 
sky, because you’re 
struggling to find the space 
to put up a perfect 
antenna! My garden isn’t 
big enough for 10.82m sides 
to the loop, so I’m going to 
compromise with a tuner, 
and I’m sure I’ll get out 
fairly well. 
Coaxial cable feed line to 
the loop is the best, and 
open-line carries no 
advantage. On no account 
place a balun or choke coil 
at the feed point (another 
weight off my shoulders), 
because it is not necessary. 
A tuner, whether in line to 
tune out high SWR (usually 
worst at the 2nd harmonic of 
the design frequency), or 
bypassed at more resonant 
frequencies, will give you 
piece of mind. The nice 
thing about this antenna, 
and which makes it useful 
for ordinary HF work 
around South Africa, but 

perhaps not so brilliant for 
DX, is that it is omni-
directional, and therefore 
requires no rotators and 
great circle maps to 
operate. 
It is true, though, that the 
performance as a horizontal 
loop skywire, will be better 
than that as a vertical with 
a capacitance hat (as it 
effectively is on the 
topbands when the two 
feeders are joined). 
However, I can tell you I 
have worked ZS1CT/
Lighthouse on 160m 
(1.8Mhz) using 35m of end-
fed wire and a tuner from 
the far side of the 
Tygerberg, so don’t think 
everything has to be perfect 
every time. Like a Boer, ‘n 
Ham kan altyd ‘n plan 
maak! 
 
See you next month! 73 

Dave ZS1DFR 

“It is true, 

though, that 

the 

performance 

as a horizontal 

loop skywire, 

will be better” 
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  For a full 
list and 
contest 

rules visit 
www.hornu

copia/
contestcal/
index.html   

Dirk Lotz, 

ZS1X 

Contest Corner... 

R A G C H E W  I S   

 

Upcoming Local Events in May – Also see the SARL web:  http://www.sarl.org.za/public/

contests/contestrules.asp 

 6 May   - ZS3 Sprint 

12, 13 May   - AWA Valve QSO Party 

20 May   - ZS4 Sprint 

27 May   - SARL Digital Contest 

30 May   - SARL 80m Club Championship (Digital leg)  
 
Upcoming International Events in May – See this link for more detail   http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html   Only some of the bigger contests have been 
mentioned below. 

5, 6 May  - 10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW 

5, 6 May  - ARI International DX Contest 

12, 13 May  - CQ-M International DX Contest 

12, 13 May  - VOLTA WW RTTY Contest 

19, 20 May  - His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW 

26, 27 May  - CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 

 

MONTHLY DX’ing TIP  

Trickery and Cunning always prevail   
Perhaps you don't have the best antenna or the strongest amplifier and you have 
difficulty busting the pile ups. But your wife is a ham. Have the wife call and when 
the DX station says, the YL go ahead, she tells him to listen for the OM, K5VVA. 
It works every time. The YL voice is equal to at least another 500watts. 
Bob, K5VVA (XYL is W5BJM) http://www.mdxa.org/main/page_dx_tips.html  

 

Turn the volume down   
Turn the volume down on your transceiver. Believe it or not sometimes a weak 
signal can be heard better by turning the volume down. As the volume increases, 
so does the QRN and QRM. 
Jim, AC5OT http://www.mdxa.org/main/page_dx_tips.html 

73’s & Good DX! 

de 

http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.mdxa.org/main/page_dx_tips.html
http://www.mdxa.org/main/page_dx_tips.html
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Come on 
Guys send in 
your swops 

with pictures 
and prices to 
me for  next 

months 
bumper 

edition of 
Swop Shop... 

Swop Shop………….. 

Swops 

Swops 

Swops 

R A G C H E W  I S   

FOR SALE 
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS 
 

Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1 
Also DIY Kits available 

Other Components:  NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 
10.7Mhz & 455Khz Variable Inductors, Various Tor-

oidal Cores 
Contact Dirk - ZS1X 
Cell:  084 552 8573 

email:  zs1x@iburst.co.za 

1) Signalink USB with built-in sound card. This one is for the Yaesu FT897/

FT857 as it includes the data cable as well as the "Plug & Play" jumper module 
for the FT897/FT857. Can be used on other rigs but buyer may need to 

purchase the correct data cable if not used on an FT897/FT857. NB:See 
http://www.tigertronics.com for more detail - R900  

 

2)    Kenwood TK2107 commercial Hand Held (VHF – 150 to 174MHz),16 
Channels,    in very good condition. The radio comes with Rapid Desktop Charger 

and 4 Batteries. All batteries in 100% working order Original and 2 aftermarket hi-
capacity batteries.) Manual (for what it’s worth, included.) If required, I can program 

the radio to your requirements. Tested by Global Communications and works 
perfectly on the 2m Amateur Band. R750 (the batteries alone are worth more than 

the asking price) Note: Also available - Earpiece / lapel PPT/MIC for the TK2107 @ 

R150-00 and also a Programming cable (RS232) for the TK2107 @ R200. (If you buy 
the cable I will include the required software) 

 
3)      Morse Mate (QRV) with RF cable and Manual @ R150 

 

4) ZS1IL Homebrew Sound Card Interface with cables for Yaesu FT857/   
          FT897      (for any rig    but the     included cables are  

         for FT897/FT857) @  R150 
 

(Shipping for buyers account. Location: Cape Town. Blaauwberg.) 
Contact: Johnny (ZS1ME) Mobile: 083 304 0188 Home: 021 557 7417 

Two Metal Masts available for free, but to be collected in Lakeside/Muizenberg. 

One is an old flagpole (Steel) and the other is part of an aluminium mast, both 

between 5M and 6M long. Contact me for details.  

Many thanks, Noel 

(Contact:    Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS 

AND NOTICES!  

 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming 

month, may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you 

all that you  would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports. 

Delivering  

Solutions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy provid-
ing design and management services to the property, land and 
construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built 
environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, me-
chanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as com-
prehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 
 
For more information on WSP contact:     
Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our    
Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 

← 

WSP   
KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF 

THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE 

WHO DO NOT HAVE INTERNET  

CAPABILITIES.  

Thank you WSP 

Disclaimer.  

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this 

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain. 

17/5  Hans Moolenschot ZS1HA 
21/5  Fred Ziss ZS1FZ 23/5 Jim Heydenrych  (listener) 

27/5 Lionel Petersen ZR1TRY 27/5 Rob Parkinson ZS1RAP 


