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NOTE FROM
THE ED!
Hi there Gentleman and
Ladies
Here

is

your

Sept:

“Bumper Issue” which I
hope you will agree with
me is a real “goodie,”
enjoy….
If your article is not in
this edition I apologise,
and it means I have had
to hold it over until next
month due to the size of
this issue.
I

am

always

needing

interesting snippets and
news, so I ask you please
to send “ Ham” related
items (or not) to me by
the 10th of the

month

for inclusion in the next
issue.
Thank you, A (The ED)
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Chairman’s Chat
I

take this opportunity
to thank all those who
attended and participated in the AGM on
the 28th July, and for
making the afternoon a
pleasant one. The only
planned activity were
the formalities as required by the constitution and the rest of the
time was spent by
those present in lively
eyeball QSO’s, which if
measured by the decibel level was quite interesting, to say the
least! The refreshments
supplied by Anne and
Rob were much appreciated too!
The voting was unanimous and yours truly
was reinstated with the
rest of the committee
intact other than OM
Russell (ZS1VK), who
resigned due to ‘salt
mine’ activity. What a
relief it was when OM
Peter (ZS1PMH) volunteered to take on the
responsibility as Secretary/ Treasurer, ‘with
conditions’, once more.
Peter we thank you for
your graciousness and
look forward to your
participation. The rest
of the portfolios have

not been assigned as
yet, but will be finalised
at our next committee
meeting.
See pictures from the
meeting overleaf…:
The weekly CT Net on
Monday evenings is still
on track and popular
with those that join in.
Various radio related
topics are discussed, as
well as general technical items at times which
are newsworthy, like
the recent ‘NASA Mars’
landing. By far the most
popular discussion is on
Antennas, which include
the common wire dipoles and beams and
also some obscure varieties, which are intriguing too. The ‘Slow
Morse’
classes
on
Thursday’s are not going that well, but I’m
sure OM Dirk (ZS1X) is
going to persevere with
those interested and
who
knows
maybe
some CW operators will
emerge?
The recent foul weather
we experienced over
the weekend, 10, 11
and 12 of August, particularly with the high

winds, as usual were a
cause
for
concern.
When abnormally high
wind velocities are predicted I start to feel uneasy, and worry about
the condition of my
house roofing and more
so the resilience of my
antennas. Over the
years I have had two
three
band
cubical
Quads badly damaged
and then a force 12
completely smashed up,
so no wonder I feel a
bit anxious at times. I
hope all is well at your
QTH’s too?
See Overleaf:…..
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Thank you to Russell
for all his hard work
as outgoing Secretary

Chairman’s Chat Cont:….
The only
damage
this weekend is that
I
notice
my
‘2M
Slim- Jim,
on
the
chimney
at an interesting angle
from the vertical. The
‘Force 12’ is intact and
for those interested,
the laminating of the
element tubing with

The
attendees
at this
years 2012
AGM
A good turn out on a
chilly day!

Soup, Rolls
and
Ragchew
enjoyed by
all!

RAGCHEW

IS

three thicknesses has
been successful. The
only negative aspect
is that this has made
the
configuration
much heavier. As a
point of interest, the
antenna is parked
with the boom, side
on to the wind and
the elements in the
direction of the wind.
I know there are conflicting thoughts on
this subject so any

comments will be appreciated?
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel
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Secretary’s Report...
Yes, I’m back in the saddle!
After a two-year hiatus I’ve
agreed to once again serve as
the club’s secretary and treasurer, under certain conditions.
These are that I am, in fact, a
“country member” and will
not be able to attend all the
meetings or be as active in
the club as I was previously,
but the digital age gives us a
lot of flexibility to be able to
do the necessary work virtually. So you’re stuck with me
again and it is nice to be
back.
One of the things I have
sorely missed is the camaraderie of the club members in
general, but the committee in
particular. I’ve had some of
my best belly laughs ever at
committee meetings. A wittier bunch of people you’d
have difficulty finding. I was
reminded of this when chatting to Dave ZS1DFR after
the AGM. He asked me how
my farming exploits are coming along and I said that it is
not going as well as I would
have hoped. Part of the problem is that I’m fundamentally
lazy and this is, apparently,
not conducive to farming. He
asked if I always wanted to
be a farmer and I said, although I’ve always had an
affinity with the land, I call
myself a “late onset wannebe
farmer”. Without missing a
beat Dave said “So you’re a
LOWFA !” Where else but at
the CTARC would one get
such humour without paying
to see a stand up comic. I ask
you?
Welcome!
A hearty welcome to our
newest members: Matt Feinstein – ZS1MTF has been an
avid supporter of the club at

the lighthouse weekend for a
number of years now and has
been itching to get his licence. This he did in March
and he has now joined the
club.
Welcome,
Matt.
ZS1BVZ – Brian van Zyl
joined the club at the AGM.
We hope that both of you
have many years of good operating fun with the club. A
warm welcome.

dresses and telephone
number
and even email
addresses. If you
are please will
you inform me if
any of your particulars
have
changed so that I
can update the
database.
AGM Minutes
For those who did not attend
and wish to read the Chairman’s report and minutes of
the 2012 AGM, they are already on the website. The
financial statements which
are current up to 30 June
2012 form part of these minutes. Go to www.ctarc.org.za
and click on the Minutes link
in the index column.

Membership status
As of 12 August we have 42
paid up members and six life
members. There are a further
12 members who, in response
to letter sent to the hams
whose
membership
had
lapsed, have indicated that
they will be renewing their
subscription – and may already have done so.
I appeal to all members who
have not yet paid your fees to
please do so. The club needs
your support and the subs are
only R100 for the year and
R80 for pensioners.
Let’s try to get the club back
up to its former glory of being one of the largest clubs in
the country – we are over half
way there!!!
Database update
It seems that a number of
members have changed ad-

“I appeal to
all members
who have not
yet paid your
fees to please
do so. The
club needs
your support.”

Catch you down the co-ax.

73 – Peter ZS1PMH

YOUR CTARC CLUB
CONTACT DETAILS:
Chairman / Treasurer
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 0845281805

Secretary
Peter – ZS1PMH can be reached on
021-572-0329 or 082 925 2298
and email: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
Website: www.ctarc.org.za
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Other Avenues’ to Explore
Hello and welcome to my
first version of “Other.....” of
the new CTARC committee
year. Thanks to all who
came along to the AGM,
and joined in the usual
formalities and the nonformalities afterwards! We’ll
do our best to serve the
club again this year.

Dave Reece
(Dr.Dave)
ZS1DFR

“Oxytocin does
all sorts of good
things, and I’m
sure you
thought it would
only be a matter
of time before I
got to talking
about SEX!!”

Neighborhood
Watch!

RAGCHEW

And that is what I’d like to
philosophise about this
month: the principle of
serving the community,
whatever that word implies.
I must tell you that I was
reading an interesting
article in a BBC periodical
this week, and discovered
something
which
a
researcher had been
working on for about 20
years. It all has to do with
that warm fuzzy feeling you
get inside you when you
either do something good
for someone, or see
something that makes you
want to say “Awwwww
Shaaaaaame”! It turns out
there is a chemical reason
for this feeling in your body,
and it comes from a
hormone which is produced
in the Hypothalamus, some
confusing part of the inner
workings of your brain! If
you want to know all about
it, there’s a good article in
Wikipedia at
http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Oxytocin
Oxytocin does all sorts of
good things, and I’m sure
you thought it would only
be a matter of time before I
got to talking about SEX!
Right, now that I have your
attention, let me tell you
that Oxytocin is one of the
things
that
starts
off
labour,
and
results in a
successful
natural birth of
a
b a b y
mammal.
It
also causes the
mother’s milk to
be released on

IS

stimulus from the baby,
and
seems
to
be
associated with all those
“maternal” kind of feelings,
like
broodiness.
Interestingly, it seems to be
able to change people’s
apprehensive attitude to
suspicious situations, to
one of trust, which is
basically where I’m headed
here. What I’m saying, is
that, when you do
something
good
for
someone,
or
see
something that has a good
morale-building effect, it
makes you feel good.
Right, so what does this
have to do with amateur
radio, I hear you ask?
When is he going to talk
more about SEX, I hear
you shouting! The bad
news is that I have no
intention of talking about a
subject I know nothing
about! I do know a little
about using radio to serve
the community. What
community? Well, your
fellow amateurs, your
neighbour, or your suburb,
town, province or country.
All these people can
benefit from your amateur
radio activities, and the
bonus is that you get that
warm fuzzy feeling while
you’re doing it. In fact, you
get more of a warm fuzzy
feeling when you don’t get
rewarded for it, than when
you do, which seems a bit
Irish, if you ask me!
What service could you
provide? Well, the first step
would be to volunteer to do
something for a fellow
amateur, who can’t do it
himself. Like advise a
newcomer on how to put
up a decent antenna (I
could do with some of that
advice myself actually!),
lend him (or “give him, on
permanent loan, you
understand”) a balun, or
some insulators, or some
balanced feeder line to put
up a G5RV, or whatever,

and help him resonate the
antenna. Or fix a rig he
can’t fix himself (I’d
probably fix it more broken
than it was before I got
hold of it!), or at least tell
him who to take it to. Or
climb his tower for him
while he recuperates from
a leg injury or a slipped
disk. All these things really
go without saying.
What about organising the
neighbourhood watch in
your suburb? Or liaising
with
the
Community
Policing Forum, and get the
wheels rolling to apply for
the community licence, so
that
the
community
patrollers can have radios
and a local repeater to coordinate their activities? If
you’ve lived in your ‘burb
long enough, you probably
know the pattern of crime
already, and can help to
direct activities such that
the weakest points or areas
get the most attention.
What about being willing to
help with provincial or
country
wide
communications, on an
organised basis, in the
event of emergencies?
We’ve recently had some
extreme weather, luckily
not too bad here in Cape
Town, but there were areas
completely snowed-in, and
people left destitute without
food and warmth. Yours
might have been the
station that received the
call-for-help from a spot in
the land that was skip to
everybody
but
you....
Imagine the warm and
fuzzy feeling you’d have
had if you’d been the guy
who helped there!
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“There,
and you
thought I
knew
nothing
about
sex!”

Other Avenue’s to Explore Cont:...
The problem is of course,
that there are protocols and
incident command systems
that one needs to have
knowledge of, and one
can’t just presume that one
will know what to do
instinctively when the popo hits the fan. If you’re
going to try to earn that
warm and fuzzy feeling
(hopefully not from the
spray of po-po!), you need
to be trained to operate the
correct way, and have the
correct contact numbers or
people to contact in
emergency. So the bad
case of apathy needs to be
swept under the carpet
here (again, not like the popo), and you need to earn
your warm and fuzzy
feeling.

aforementioned W and F
feeling, you get to learn
about some things and
systems
you
didn’t
previously know, you’ll
probably
gain
some
technological knowledge (I
certainly have), and you’ll
enhance the reputation of
the
amateur
radio
community as being a
service oriented group,
because that’s how we
justify getting all these
valuable frequencies to
keep. A more lasting good
feeling you also get is the
feeling of camaraderie you
get from knowing you’re
one of the fellows, or “at
one” with the group! That’s
a feeling that’s hard to

beat. And you don’t do
these things for material
gain – you do them for that
W and F feeling!
In passing, men make as
much Oxytocin as women
do, but we don’t use it for
purposes of giving birth to,
or breastfeeding babies!
One of the things both
sexes use it for is to
enhance the warm and
fuzzy feeling we have all
experienced
in
that
remarkable process called
orgasm! There, and you
thought I knew nothing
about sex!
See you at
meeting! 73

the

next

Dave ZS1DFR

And in the process, a
couple of things may well
happen. Apart from the

Odds and Sods!
"Random" length end fed wire antenna lengths
Those of us who have tried to use a random length of wire, end fed with a
tuner will no doubt have run into the problem that it tunes easily on certain
bands, but it's almost impossible to get a match on others. This is especially
true when using automatic antenna tuners with modern transceivers requiring
close to a 50 ohm load.
The problem is that most tuners cannot work on a 1/4 wave or multiple of 1/4
wave length of wire on the frequency being tuned as this presents a very high
impedance to the tuner.
Jack, VE3EED has laboriously worked out the mid-band ideal lengths of wire
that are not multiples of any of our HF bands. When cutting your "random"
length end fed wire, these are the ideal lengths to use to avoid this problem:
In metres: 8,8, 10.8, 12.5, 17.7, 21.6, 25.6, 32.6, 36.3, 45.1, 61.9, 105.8, 124.0,
128.9.

Odds
and
Sods
Column!
This month….

73

RAGCHEW

IS

Rob ZS1SA

ISSUE
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Events, News and Report Back
The 2012 Lighthouse and
Lightship Weekend has come
and gone. Your club once
again manned the oldest
lighthouse in the country and
Transnet's headquarters for all
of the country's lighthouses, the
Green Point Lighthouse.
On Saturday morning several
members met at the CTARC
clubhouse and we loaded
Paul's ZS1PXK's super trailer
with all of our masts, poles and
other equipment. Shaun also
brought along his bakkie to
transport some of the station
equipment.
Once
the
equipment arrived at the
Lighthouse
we
quickly
assembled everything. There
was a hiccup with the W3DZZ
dipole which we sorted out.
In all, we made about 200
contacts around the world.
Shaun and Matt got our new
Tygertronics
data
modem
running on PSK and for the first
time we were making data
contacts from the Lighthouse.
Matt has been a regular
attendee at our lighthouse
operations for the past several
years, however, this year Matt
obtained his license (ZS1MTF)
and was able to operate the
equipment for the first time and
was a real help to the entire
operation.
Congratulations
Matt.
On Saturday evening at Sunset
we had a fantastic braai on the
patio of the lighthouse which
was enjoyed by about 9
people. That evening we had 5
members stay overnight to
keep the RF flowing into the
atmosphere.
During the operation we had a
great amount of visitors. I lost
count at just over 40 but I think
the number was closer to
double that number.
By the time we took the station
down at mid-day on Sunday we
had worked about 200 stations
including many lighthouses.
Maurice, ZS1ACH is busy
compiling the logs and sending
the QSL's and uploading to the
various logging sites, which is a
task we are very thankful for
him to undertake on the club's
behalf.

I
wish
to
express
my
appreciation and offer a big
THANK YOU to all who
assisted in this
year's event and
look forward to
the next one.
Enjoy the pics….

Yep we erected
that…..

73
Rob ZS1SA

Rob
On a gorgeous day, we
invaded the Greenpoint
Lighthouse!

ZS1SA

Dirk ZS1X
instructs Matt
ZS1MTF on
the correct way
to install PL259
connectors.

Matt ZS1MTF and Shaun
ZS1RA Learning PSK31

Ready to go on air....

That makes how many stations…?

Diary of Events
Our special events schedule for
the year ahead are:

17/18 November SARL Field Day
24 November End of year function
73 and hope to see you all at the next Meeting
Rob, ZS1SA
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Contest Corner
CONTEST CORNER
#16
By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X
Upcoming Local Events in September – Also see the SARL web: http://www.sarl.org.za/
public/contests/contestrules.asp

Dirk
ZS1X

1 September

-

ZS6JVT 40m Youth Contest

15, 16 September

-

SARL VHF/UHF Contest

24 September

-

Heritage Day Sprint

26 September

-

SARL 80m Club Championship - SSB

Upcoming International Events in September – See this link for more detail http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html Only some of the bigger contests have been
mentioned below.

See this link for
more detail
http://
www.hornucopia.
com/contestcal/

1, 2 September

-

All Asian DX Contest, Phone

1, 2 September

-

CW Ops CW Open

2 September

-

DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest

8, 9 September

-

WAE DX Contest, SSB

15, 16 September -

Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW

16 September

North American Sprint, SSB

-

19, 30 September -

index.html

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY

THIS MONTH’S DX TIP
Rehearse - Rare DX stations are sometimes barely audible, or covered with
QRM. A trained ear can pull them through, but an untrained ear hears only clutter. So hone your hearing. Practice working common DX stations (such as G's and
JA's) with faint signals.

BRIAN D. SMITH, WO9I
73’s & Good DX!
de

RAGCHEW

IS

FOR SALE
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips,
10.7Mhz
& 455Khz
Variable Inductors, Various Tor-oidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za
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Compiling Our Club History…...
We are attempting

CALLING ALL
MEMBERS TO
HELP….

“We are making
an appeal to any

to record the history
of the Cape Town
Club as far back as
possible. Records
have been lost or
discarded over the
years and no attempt
has ever been made
to record our history
in detail.
We are making an
appeal to any
members who may
have old copies of
Ragchew to please
spend an hour or two
some rainy weekend
and go through those
issues and make a list

members who

of who was chairman
each year and any
major events that may
have happened with
CTARC, such as the
move to the current
clubhouse or other
important and
interesting events. We
only require the
information in brief
point form, no major
report writing is
requested.
Kindly email your list
to the committee at
the club’s email
address. If we have a
good response we will
then compile the list
and post the history

on the club’s website
for comments,
additional details and
amendments.
For example, see the
picture below…..
please rack your
brains and see if you
can put names to
faces for us. Some we
know but some we
don’t.
Please assist us with
this important club
project.
73
Rob ZS1SA

may have old
copies of
Ragchew…”

CTARC + -1964 ? Names we know so far…….Fred ZS1CK John Hugo ZS1SC,
ZS2J, Frankie Steiner ZS1DJ, Theo Karlsson ZS1P, Maybe Dennis Richardson
ZS1B , Willy Wilson ZS1BF, and Koos vd Merwe ZS1AW .
(If you are in the picture, or can help with identifying the others
RAGCHEW

IS

please do let Rob, ZS1SA know.)
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Barry Fletcher…..9VIFJ

9V1FJ
Barry Fletcher
Licensed in 1972 as ZS1FJ. Also other permanent
licences G4MFW and ZL1MFW.Honors Roll for a
number of years. Awarded ICOM prize in ZS 2004.
Beside being an active DXer having worked some
335 countries I am an active dxpeditioner.
I have operated small self funded dxpeditions in
the following countries: Kermadec ZL8 as ZL8/
G4MFW (1995)(Had I then had my later ZL licence
I would have been ZL8MFW! Pitcairn as VR6AB
(now VP6) (1994) Tonga A35/ZS1FJ, Fiji 3D2/
ZS1FJ, Gambier Islands Fo0/ZS1FJ, Jersey
GJ4MFW, Liechtenstein HB0/G4MFW, United Nations in Geneva 4U1ITU and New York 4U1UN, St
Martin FS/G4MFW, St Pierre & Miquelin FP/
G4MFW. A22DX Botswana was operative in 2001.
Followed in 2003 by a three man DXpedition to
the various remoter islands of French Polynesia,
namely Tubai FO/G4MFW and Mangareva FO/
G4MFW(p)as well as Tahiti FO/G4MFW. This
dxped ended up on Great Barrier Island AS-201.
Also on the IOTA front, I was the leader of dxpeditions to NEW unnumbered African islands
namely ZS23I Seal Island, ZS26BI Bird Island,
Elephant Rock ZS31ER. Other Islands in the late
90's included Great Barrier Island as ZL1MFW,
Stewart Island ZL1MFW etc Aborted dxpedition to
Clipperton in 2000 as result of request by US team
which was scheduled for similar date as an act of
ham spirit due to their team being much larger
than our 6 members. In 2007 operated Lesotho
7P8DX and 7P8/G4MFW at 11000 ft.
In 2004 I changed residence to Singapore. In
Singapore we have power restrictions and due to
limited space my antenna is a triangular delta loop
100 ft high with base 45' from the ground and the
apex 100' The triangle uses 260 ft of wire. It
works out rather well though I miss my big previous beams. I am getting on in age (75) but plan a
few more dxpeditions.
I am now a member of the Singapore Amateur
Radio Transmitting Society SARTS. Also member
of SARL, CDXCC, ARRL.
Barry
9V1FJ
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Swop Shop
1) Signalink USB with built-in sound card. This one is for the Yaesu
FT897/FT857 as it includes the data cable as well as the "Plug & Play"
jumper module for the FT897/FT857. Can be used on other rigs but
buyer may need to purchase the correct data cable if not used on an
FT897/FT857. NB:See http://www.tigertronics.com for more detail R900
2) Kenwood TK2107 commercial Hand Held (VHF – 150 to
174MHz),16 Channels, in very good condition. The radio comes with
Rapid Desktop Charger and 4 Batteries. All batteries in 100% working
order Original and 2 aftermarket hi-capacity batteries.) Manual (for
what it’s worth, included.) If required, I can program the radio to your
requirements. Tested by Global Communications and works perfectly
on the 2m Amateur Band. R750 (the batteries alone are worth more
than the asking price) Note: Also available - Earpiece / lapel PPT/MIC
for the TK2107 @ R150-00 and also a Programming cable (RS232) for
the TK2107 @ R200. (If you buy the cable I will include the required
software)
3) Morse Mate (QRV) with RF cable and Manual @ R150
4) ZS1IL Homebrew Sound Card Interface with cables for Yaesu
FT857/
FT897 (for any rig but the included cables are
for FT897/FT857) @ R150
(Shipping for buyers account. Location: Cape Town.
Blaauwberg.)
Contact: Johnny (ZS1ME) Mobile: 083 304 0188 Home:
021 557 7417

“Gentlemen
and Ladies
too, please let
the Editor,
(Anne) know
if your goods
are sold or
you want to
add or remove
items. “

Please Note!

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your
goods are sold or you want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at zs1ct@ctarc.org.za before the 10th of the month
preceding the Newsletter.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming
month,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that
you
would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.

Richard Brown

ZS1RIC

02-Sep

Peter Saul

ZS1OA

07-Sep

Brian Young

ZR1AF

09-Sep

Buddy McCallum

ZS1MP

18-Sep

Tony McEwen

ZS1TM

19-Sep

Delivering solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design
and management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our
skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising
in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services,
as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.

←

Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen

WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700 or our Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF
THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE
WHO DO NOT HAVE INTERNET
CAPABILITIES.

For more information on WSP contact:

Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in
this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for
profit or gain.
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