CAPE TOWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Ragchew
CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
After

NOEL FUTTER
ZS1FW

World Amateur Radio
Day’ on
Thursday 18
April. More
info to follow
later.

DIARY
OF
EVENTS

Bumper Flea
Market : 2
March
Next Meeting:
Monday 25th
March 20:00

much Committee
discussion it was decided to
once again set up a station
outside the club-house to
participate in the annual field
day contest. Who would have
known that this Saturday
morning the 9 th February
would greet us all with a jolt,
as it was raining rather
heavily? Normally, the
weather this time of the year
is quite sunny and warm,
nevertheless, the undaunted
few arrived in dribs and
drabs and commenced the
tasks of getting things
organised.
The erection of the tent was
the first priority, and
fortunately the rain had
taken a breather. Fortunately
too, the ‘tent’ expert Danny,
ZS1BL was also there to
guide and inspire the
ignorant when confronted
with all those pieces of
tubing of various lengths and
configurations.
How
smoothly however it all came
together as they say, and in
no time the tent was ready
for occupation. The rest as
usual took it’s solemn pace
and after a while, the station
was ready for use.
As always the antennas
needed a bit of ‘TLC’ and
eventually were in a fit state
of operation, but oh, the
static! The noise levels were
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very high and it was almost
impossible to hear some of
the other stations, but as the
day
progressed,
I
understand,
operating
conditions improved. I had to
leave shortly after this, so
I’m sure one of the other
fellows will report the rest of
the contest in next month’s
‘Ragchew’. Just before I left
however, the ‘Solar Panels’
were set up to try and get
some power back into the
batteries. Let’s hope they
were sufficient as having to
run the portable generator
is a ‘schlep’.
The first Club meeting of the
year on the 28th January
went off rather well
considering that there was a
last minute change of
speaker due to unfortunate
circumstances. OM Dave,
ZS1DFR gave a very
interesting demonstration on
‘LED’ strip lighting. OM Dirk,
ZS1X then showed a video
and discussed a ‘Hot Blower
for SMD Work’ that he had
acquired recently. (See
overleaf for pictures, ) I’m
sure that once the skill is
mastered, work on intricate
circuit boards would become
easier and or more
possible? The usual ragchew
followed and it turned out a
very pleasant evening!
Just

a

thought

on

‘Homebrew’!
By
sad
experience I have found, that
most circuits in handbooks
are correct, but the values
of
components
and
suggested configurations
are generally good but don’t
always apply when building
your own. There are always
variables due to the fact that
your configuration will differ
from that suggested, maybe
even slightly, but it will make
a
difference.
The
components as well differ
from supplier to supplier,
even minutely, and even
readings on test equipment
vary as these are not
regularly calibrated and then
not to the same standard.
There has been an urgent
appeal for donations for the
SARL ‘Antenna Defence Fund’.
The CTARC has made a
donation of R1000 and some
of the members have already
contributed individually.
Please try to support this
worthy cause as without
them out hobby would be in
dire straights.
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PICTURES FROM OUR LAST MEETING….
OM Dave, ZS1DFR gave a very
interesting demonstration on ‘LED’
strip lighting.

OM Dirk, ZS1X then showed a video
and discussed a ‘Hot Blower for
SMD Work’

SECRETARY / TREASURER’S REPORT
Silent Key

Peter
ZS1PMH

It is with regret that we mark the passing of Les Smith, ZS1GR, whose key
went silent on Saturday 5th January. Les was 84 years old. He had been a
member of the CTARC for many years. I met Les when I moved to the “deep
south” and we were able to eyeball each other’s houses across a valley and
river in the Glencairn area. Les had a very nice shack at the back of his house
in a converted maid’s room. He was one of those “Grand Old Gentlemen” of
the hobby who could be heard on HF most afternoons when he participated in
a regular sked. He will be missed by his ham friends. Our condolences go to
his family and friends.

Not much to report
There is not much to report on the secretary and treasure’s side. I’m afraid I’ve
been somewhat of an absent committee member due to my farming
commitments which require positively awful hours!!
Hope to see you at the CTARC flea market on 2 March at 14:00.
73 de Peter – ZS1PMH

YOUR CTARC
CLUB CONTACT
DETAILS:

Chairman / Treasurer
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 0845281805

Secretary
Peter – ZS1PMH can be reached on
021-572-0329 or 082 925 2298
and email: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
Website: www.ctarc.org.za
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OTHER AVENUE’S TO EXPLORE
Good day

Dave Reece
(Dr.Dave)
ZS1DFR

“This air is
usually coastal
or sea air, and is
more moist that
the low, so
slowly one
develops a huge
up-draught of
moist low level
air”

to all you
readers of good material.
Stand by for several
different avenues to be
explored today. Mainly
because I have been tasked
with bringing Hamnet news
to our bulletins, details of
the repeater status each
month, and various other
bits and pieces as they
arise. So my approach will
be a little wider in future.
As I’m writing this copy over
the weekend of the 9th and
10th February, it seems to
be appropriate to write
about the kind of weather
this country is experiencing
right now. I’m sure you will
agree that the heavy rain
we have seen, and which
the Eastern parts of the
country are experiencing as
I write, is abnormal. To have
20 to 25mm of rain within
about 8 hours on the 9th is
totally unusual for the Cape.
Well, it turns out that we
have
a
“cut-off
low
pressure” to blame for this.
As I said over the bulletin
this morning, I can’t
understand what a cut-off
low is, so I decided to set
about trying to understand
it and explain the severity
of the weather.
Low-pressure weather in
the Southern Hemisphere is
a clock-wise or cyclonic
phenomenon; so firstly,
remember that it’s all
happening clockwise. (High
pressure cells go round anti
-clockwise; and it’s all the
other way round in the
Northern Hemisphere!) Next
imagine that you’re stirring
your cup of coffee, but with
the spoon only half a
centimetre in to the coffee.
As you stir clockwise, the
top half centimetre goes
round clockwise and gets
separated from the rest of
the coffee, which remains
stationary. That is a cut-off
low. It’s a low pressure cell,
but only in the top strata of
the air. The normal jet-

stream of air currents
wants to push all the air
from West to East (left to
right as one looks at the
map), but the low pressure
becomes cut off from that
stream. I can’t seem to find
out why! So this low
pressure area remains in
one place for days at a
time, or can even ease
slowly West-wards if it gets
the inclination (why?). If the
air below it is at a higher
pressure, then air will rise
up into the low, drawing air
in from the sides and below.
This air is usually coastal or
sea air, and is more moist
that the low, so slowly one
develops a huge up-draught
of moist low level air,
joining with the cold low
pressure above it, until
condensation takes place,
and huge amounts of water
gets dumped on the area.
This is basically what
happens. I’m not sure why
thunderstorm
activity
should be associated, but it
is easy to understand why
one might experience hail,
as some of the 99er cyclists
rode through yesterday
morning. That upper air is
much colder than ground
air, so condensation and
icing-up can take place.
Today, the Eastern half of
the country is being
hammered with long-lasting
thunderstorms (4-5 hours
long in some cases). My
resources refer to CumuloNimbus cloud formation
around the centre of the
low, as the moist air rises,
and we know that those
clouds are the seeds from
which thunder storms are
born, so I s’pose electrical
phenomena are inevitable.
So I have now partially
explained how a cut-off low
develops, but not why. I
hope you have a vague
understanding too, and will
appreciate the implication
when the weatherman talks
of cut-off lows!
My next topic is to report on

the
workings
of
the
Repeater Working Group.
Don’t know whether you
know how the group is
constituted. There is a
Chairman, a Vice chairman,
a Treasurer, a minutes
secretary,
and
representatives from each
club in the Western Cape.
These latter include the
CTARC, Oakdale, BARK,
Winelands,
and
the
Overberg club. Meetings
are held about 4 times a
year, with plans and
developments
being
discussed, and an AGM
decides who the Office
Bearers
are
for
the
following year. At the
moment, Jan vd Vyver is
Chairman, and Sean White
is Vice Chair, Doug Defty is
the Treasurer, and I do the
minutes. Several of the
guys are technically very
skilled, and they usually do
the actual work on the highsites. Paul van Spronsen
ZS1V is one such fellow,
and he has a tower-climbing
qualification, which helps
tremendously,
when
Sentech won’t let us on
their towers unless we have
a qualified climber. Jan,
Paul, and various other
members usually visit the
sites to do the work.
Recently retired members
such as Karl ZS1KC and
Rassie ZS1YT also go along
and give of their enormous
experience, and we rely
heavily on Dave Perry as the
technical
repairer
of
unserviceable equipment.
You can take it as read that
there
wouldn’t
be
a
repeater in the Western
Cape if it weren’t for these
experienced men!
SEE OVERLEAF…….
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“The Repeater
Working Group
desperately
needs to know if
something goes
wrong. “

The frequency allocations
for repeater pairs in the
Western
Cape
are
saturated, which means
that no more repeaters
can be installed in any
way that may overlap,
because
they
cannot
share frequencies. This in
fact means that it will
slowly become necessary
to start using Narrow-FM
repeaters
to
allow
functioning
without
treading on each other’s
toes. The only Narrow FM
repeater so far in the
Western Cape is the
Piketberg repeater, on
145.625Mhz, which has
been installed on a higher
site than before, with a
better antenna stack than
before, and far greater
coverage up the West
Coast. Remember, all the
repeaters except the 750
on Kanonkop require you
to programme an 88.5Hz
tone on your input signal
to open the receiver. This
is
to
stop
stray
interference
from
triggering the repeater’s
transmitter. Do use all the
repeaters, and not just the
750. They are all there to
facilitate your radio fun!
The Repeater Working
Group desperately needs
to know if something goes
wrong. If you spot a fault,
and provided it doesn’t
only last 5 minutes and fix
itself, please email the
faults address at
wc-repeaterfaults@googlegroups.com
The Group is a totally
volunteer unit, and relies
on donations from 2m
users in the Western Cape
to keep the systems
running. If you regularly
use the repeaters and
regardless of whether you
are a member of a club or
not,
please
consider

Cont….

making a donation, in
whatever way you can.
Look for the donations
details, and bank account
details on the Repeaters
heading on our club’s
website at
www.ctarc.org.za
One the Group’s behalf, I
do thank you.
Lastly, Hamnet is going
from strength to strength,
with new members and
very competent operators
from such places as the
ORRU and WSAR joining
us. Most of the operators
have
very
elaborate
vehicles and equipment,
but none of those is
essential. If you feel your
competence can be put to
good use, and you are an
SARL member, please
apply
to
Paul
van
Spronsen
for
an
application, and let’s see
if we can use your
services. As you know,
we’ve played extensively
with APRS this weekend,
at the request of Regional
Director
Paul
van
Spronsen, and found it to
be extremely useful during
the 99er race. Because of
the hilly topography in the
area, the whole route was
not
visible
to
the
Digipeater on Helderberg,
so John ZS1LF put up a
temporary digipeater on
Kanonkop yesterday, and
that helped tremendously
to be able to “see” the
operators.
By
the
way,
Matt
Feinstein, ZS1MTF, a new
member of the club, from
Green Point has got a
neighbourhood digipeater
running from his home on
the Northern slopes of
Signal Hill, by means of
which Hams in the Sea
Point area, and up the
West Coast, can get
through to the system in

Cape Town, and easily be
seen. Programme WIDE11 in to your UnProTo Path
in the configuration of
your APRS set-up, as well
as whatever you have
there, and his digipeater
will repeat you from
“round the bend”!
Do enjoy the hottest
month of the summer, and
keep Radio-“active”!
See you at the flea
market! Dave ZS1DFR
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FIELD DAY 9/10 FEBRUARY 2013
Hi Guys,
Herewith a short
report back of the
Field Day (9/10 Feb:
2013).

“On the 9th &
10th of
February the
club took part in
the SARL
National Field
Day.”

On the 9th & 10th of
February the club
took part in the
SARL National Field
Day. We arrived at
the clubhouse at
about 08:00 on
Saturday and the
weather was really a
sight
for
sore
eyes! We had a few
cups of coffee in the
clubhouse and at
about 09:00 we had
our chance to erect
the tent and all the
equipment.
By
12:00 we were on
the
air
and
operating. I must
say that during the
whole setup we got
a bit wet but it was
well
worth
the
effort.

by Rob (ZS1SA) & Ragchew
Editor,
Anne our Ragchew Matt - ZS1MTF,
editor.
Russell - ZS1VK,
Danny - ZS1BL,
We worked about Maurice - ZS1ACH,
70 stations during Geoff - ZR1GFT,
the weekend. We David - ZS1ADG,
had two ICOM IC- Noel - ZS1FW, Dirk 718's running with a ZS1X and Monte 20m dipole, G5RV ZS1ABC.
and W3DZZ with the
usual batteries and Thank you to all you
solar panels.
guys for supporting
the Field Day. It
We had a good was really a fun
turnout and some of weekend!
us stayed over and
the rest visited and 73's Dirk
assisted:
Rob - de ZS1X
ZS1SA,
Anne
By Saturday evening
the wind had died
down and there was
Danny ZS1BL
no rain. At about
(in The Dark
20:00 we lit a fire
Shadows) !
and had a couple of
cold
ones
discussing amateur
radio and dreaming
about far off exotic
DX locations.... We
had a surprise visit

Page 6

Ragchew

CONTEST CORNER
CONTEST CORNER
#21

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X
Upcoming Local Events in March – Also see the SARL web: http://
www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp

DIRK LOTZ
ZS1X

3 March

-

SARL HAMNET 40m Contest

16, 17 March

-

SARL VHF/UHF Contest

Upcoming International Events in March – See this link for more detail http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html Only some of the bigger contests
have been mentioned below.

“Sadly, this
covers a
multitude of
operators,
employing poor
operating

2, 3 March

-

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB

3 March

-

DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest

16, 17, 18 March

-

BARTG HF RTTY Contest

16, 17 March

-

Russian DX Contest

30, 31 March

-

CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB

THIS MONTH’S DX TIP – DX Code of Conduct - Rule #4
I will not interfere with the DX station or anyone calling and will never tune up on the
DX frequency or in the QSX slot.

practices.”

Sadly, this covers a multitude of operators, employing poor operating practices. We
are frequently afflicted with “Policemen,” people who repeatedly jump in to tell callers
that “the DX is listening up” – often adding a gratuitous insult. The rule is quite simple:
never, ever transmit on the DX frequency for any purpose whatsoever.
73’s & Good DX!
de
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EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS……..
Don't Miss The Largest Ham Event In the Cape - The CTARC
Annual Bumper Flea Market

It’s here!

ROB BAREHAM
ZS1SA

The date of the Annual Flea Market is easy to remember, always the
first Saturday afternoon in March at the club house. This year it is on

March 2 and we are hoping that the weather cooperates for
us as it did last year.

We are expecting a big crowd this year There will be a small charge to
sellers this year but no charge to buyers. There will be a prize draw at
the end of the day for exhibitors based on their ticket number. Anne
will be selling ice cold refreshments as usual, and we plan to have some tasty food available.
So sort out the shack and get boxing up those unused and surplus items. Bring them along
to the CTARC Annual Flea Market and convert them into instant cash. Who knows, you may
even find better or more interesting toys at the Flea Market that you can then take home
with you and have great fun with.
We look forward to seeing all of those friendly smiles of our fellow Amateurs from around
the Cape.
73
Rob ZS1SA

“The date of
the Annual
Flea Market is
easy to
remember,
always the

PLEASE NOTE!.... NEXT RAE COURSE
PLEASE NOTE!
Next RAE Course
Karl ZS1KC has advised us (on 24 January) that he will be
running the next RAE training at Oakdale, commencing 19
February at 18:30. Interested candidates should contact Karl
directly to register for his popular course. Karl’s email address is karlc@telkomsa.net.

REMINDER…….
REMINDER!
NEXT MEETING: 25 March 2013
The CTARC meets at the clubhouse at the Round Table Community Centre, off Laidlaw Road, Rondebosch at 8 P.M. on
the fourth Monday of each month.

first Saturday
afternoon in
March at the
club house. “
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SWOP SHOP
RAGCHEW SWAP SHOP – SMALLS ADVERTS
On offer
Commercial Slim Jim. Very low SWR. R80 ono
B & K Model 5551A – 5 Way Antenna switch R100 ono
70 cem Bus Radio. Good working condition complete with
commercial antenna and coaxial cable. R200 ono
Kenwood PS 30 power supply. R750 ono
Frequency Counter, designed by Hans, ZS1HJH. This unit
was set up for home brew. Very accurate and stable. R500
ono.
Kenwood World Clock in excellent working order. R600 ono
Commercial Sound Card to Radio interface. R50
SANWA 460ED Super-Sensitive Multi Meter. Boxed. In very
good condition. What offers.
Only reasonable offers entertained – please no chancers.
Contact Bernie Crockford ZS1BW on 0741520324 or 021
975 1780 or crockfordbernie@gmail.com

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE…….
I am an 86-year-old ham, dating back to 1960, and
would like to sell all my equipment.
I’m offering the following:
Kenwood TS450S transceiver with power supply
and external speaker.
KDK VHF Transceiver with external 12V power
supply.
TH6 beam with rotator and tower.
The lot for R3000 ono
My telephone number is (021) 6895502 All the
above is in good working order and condition.
Thank you,
Harold Lange ZS1VW

Hi All,
I have a problem with space and I have
to move the following items from my
previous residence URGENTLY. If you
are not interested in any of these
items please send this onto someone
that you think may be.
1x Create Design 4 Element 3-band
Beam
2x Ham-4 Rotators with control boxes
The above items are in need of maintenance as they have been up on a mast
for several years but were in good
working condition when I used it last
about 4 years ago.
There are also some other items that I
took down many years ago that goes
with it:
1x 2m Beam (10 element? I can't remember)
1x 6m Beam (ditto on elements)
Various small rotators and control
boxes.
I am selling this for R4000 cash. The
only condition is that the buyer takes
EVERYTHING not some of the items
and removes it IMMEDIATELY.
Many thanks
73
(Anonymous!)
Phone 083-462-5695

FOR SALE
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 10.7Mhz
& 455Khz
Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods are sold or you want to add or
remove items. Please send requests to Anne at zs1ct@ctarc.org.za before the 10th of the month preceding the Newsletter.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming month,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that you
would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.

11 Mar

ZS1FW

Noel Futter

17 Mar

ZS1EVP

Evan Pedlar

24 Mar

ZS1ABC

Monte Breytenbach

26 Mar

ZS1SG

Dave Perry

26 Mar

ZR1FR

Davy Smeda

Delivering solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing
design and management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact: Peter Hodgkinson or Alan
Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700
or our
Website: http://
www.wspgroup.co.za

←
WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS
NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO
NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.
Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in
this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the
Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for
profit or gain.

