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“But, thanks to
‘Google’ I
found a wiring
diagram and
after much
tedious ‘heart
surgery’ was
able to solder
and insulate all
the joints and
put everything
together. “
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March 20:00

this article
every month becomes
problematic as one
eventually runs out of
thoughts and ideas, so
if I ramble a bit please
be
accommodating.
The Flea market has
come and gone and
what a success that
was, but this will be
addressed in a separate article! What has
been on my mind however is to tell you all
about a little project I
accomplished during
the month and as always, what seems
simple usually ends up
quite complicated?
I have a ‘Variac’ transformer which was not
working and on investigation found that the
coil had short circuited
at one point on the
sweeper section and
was broken, but the
rest of the windings
looked in good condition. The Transformer
is machine wound on
a ‘donut’ shaped core,
so to wind a new coil
by hand is almost impossible, considering
the wire thickness (0,4
mm) and the number
of turns required. The
question is then, can
this break be repaired? I had asked a
similar question in the
past when winding a
transformer coil and
was concerned about

running out of wire
and having to have a
join in the middle
somewhere. I was advised by an expert that
this could be done if
the joint was well insulated. So with that in
the back of my mind I
discussed my problem
with a few OM’s and it
was generally agreed
that this break could
be fixed.
I removed the coil and
as there were only two
wires broken, I thought
this would be a piece
of cake, as the windings were well contained with some type
of coating, so there
was no danger of the
coil mushrooming. The
problem soon manifested itself however
when trying to remove
the broken piece when
unravelled to the centre of the core. Being
wound on a ring, the
outer winding is flat,
but in the centre, the
wires overlapped as
the circumference is
smaller causing the
piece to be trapped.
Well, by the time I’d
cleared everything, six
turns were removed!
Anyway I managed to
obtain a length of suitable wire and wound
in the new section,
which was not that
easy. This was not
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successful either, as
the bunching of the
wire in the centre of
the core extended to
the flat face too, so all
had to be removed
and the whole operation repeated making
sure that there were
no
irregularities
through the flat section, this time. Success at last, but then
discovered that with all
the fiddling, the leads
had broken off, although I had taped
them down. Another
setback as there were
three leads and I had
not recorded where
they went. But, thanks
to ‘Google’ I found a
wiring diagram and
after much tedious
‘heart surgery’ was
able to solder and insulate all the joints
and put everything
together. The unit was
connected
to
the
mains and with much
trepidation the power
was
switched
on.
Would you believe it, it
works like a dream!
I’m learning patience
and perseverance, but
the process is quite
frustrating!
Till next time, ‘From
this old shack to
Yours’.
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel
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Impressions Of The ‘Flea Market’!
Much discussion and thought
went into the planning of a
‘Flea market’, being the
brainchild of OM Rob ZS1SA
who originally envisaged this
type of event. Last year was
a learning experience for all
as we simply ran out of
space amongst other things,
as we did not expect the
turnout
and
subsequent
problems that we had. We as
a committee met shortly after
for a debriefing where the
defects experienced were
noted and ironed out in the
planning for this year’s event.
I’m sure all those attending
had a delightful afternoon?
This time of year, the first
week in March was also
carefully considered by OM
Rob, as the weather is
usually fine except for the
famous
‘Cape
Doctor’,
which
is
quite
unpredictable!
We
did
however try to organise the
hall just in case of bad
weather, but that had
already been booked, so
we
went
ahead
nevertheless with fingers
crossed!
Saturday the 2nd March
was a grand afternoon and
everything seemed to go
just like clockwork. I don’t
know what the total
attendance was, but I’m
sure there were about 100
people at one stage from
far and wide. There were
also about fifteen cars with
their boots crammed with all
types
of
surplus
equipment
and
paraphernalia, new and
old
which
only
the
converted can appreciate,
being a complete mystery
to the rest? The boxes of
‘junk’ were interesting and

also appreciated.
Anne and her ‘Girls’ added
sparkle to the occasion
notwithstanding the vending
of ‘Boerie’ Rolls and Drinks.
Of course what made their
day was the appearance of
those virile and attractive
cricketers?
The strict starting time and
demarcated parking may
have been a hindrance to
some, but proved to be
positively effective on the
whole.
This
gave
everyone
a
fair
opportunity to participate
on an equal basis. All
those attending benefitted
in some way or the other,
be it just the opportunity
to
‘Ragchew’,
sell,
purchase and in the
Club’s
case,
profit
financially.
We really appreciate the
visitors
from
over
the
mountains and environs. We
as the Committee of the
CTARC enjoyed being your
hosts and hope you will join
us again next year? In fact,
thanks to all who came and
made this a fun event and a
highlight on our calendar. My
thanks to Rob and the
CTARC Committee, you
guys did us all proud!
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel (Chairman,
CTARC)

My Than
k
ZS1 ZD s to
(Nick)
for the
wonder
ful
Photos
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SECRETARY / TREASURER’S REPORT
Welcome
We wish to welcome two new members who joined the club at the recent flea market.
Geoff Tyler ZR1GFT is a returning member, after a few years absence. And Fred
Karlinski ZR1AEU (soon to be ZS1FK) is a new member. Geoff and Fred, welcome to
the club and may you have many years of enjoyment participating in club events.

Peter ZS1PMH

“ it was a
great social
event. Well
done to all and
thanks for
your support
and
enthusiasm. “

Flea Market
By all accounts, and judging by the emails that flowed, the flea market was a much
anticipated, well organized and very successful event. Our sincere thanks go to all
who supported the market but, in particular, thanks to the indomitable pair Anne and
Rob ZS1SA for their sterling efforts. We don’t have the final tally yet, as there are
some costs that still need to be reckoned, but the profit from the event was in excess
of R2200. What is more, it provided the club opportunity to clear its store of
“previously cared for” goods and gave other hams an opportunity to do likewise, while
providing yet other hams with those real bargains that they are always searching for.
But more than this, it was a great social event. Well done to all and thanks for your
support and enthusiasm.
Gone farming!
My farming enterprise, currently running at a massive loss, is taking up an inordinate
amount of my time and has really bound me to the farm where I live. I get up at 06:00
to turn out and feed animals, and finish at 22:00 after night feeds and lock up. This
goes on seven days a week. I have been unable to do justice to the office I bear in the
club and have not only missed a number of club meetings, I have been unable to
attend committee meetings either. I have therefore indicated to the chairman that I
will not be able to stand for reelection to the committee in July but will continue to
give my support where I can. Thus I am making a personal appeal to the membership.
There must be members who can take on the secretarial and financial functions of
the club. None of this work is rocket science – it just requires a bit of organization
and there are many members who have business and admin skills, especially those
running their own businesses. If you have the skill, please consider volunteering your
services.
Hope to catch you down the co-ax.
73
Peter – ZS1PMH

Chairman / Treasurer

YOUR CTARC
CLUB CONTACT
DETAILS:

Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 0845281805

Secretary
Peter – ZS1PMH can be reached on
021-572-0329 or 082 925 2298
and email: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
Website: www.ctarc.org.za
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OTHER AVENUE’S TO EXPLORE
Good day

Dave Reece
(Dr.Dave)
ZS1DFR

“OK, now I’m
afraid I have to
discuss some
serious stuff
with you. I
sincerely hope
this info will be
spread beyond
the confines of
our club.”

to you all,
and welcome to my
section of Ragchew for
the month! I’m not going
to spend time talking
about the magnificent
fleamarket,
so
ably
choreographed by Rob and
Anne Bareham, except to
say two things: Firstly, it is
remarkable to think that,
in 2 years, it has become
an instant tradition! One
already has in one’s mind
the fact that “the annual
fleamarket” takes place
on the first Saturday in
March, and that’s all there
is to it! People are already
hanging on to their
surplus stuff to be able to
sell it at the fleamarket!
Remarkable! And the
second thing is that, on
both
occasions,
Paul
Johnson
ZS1S
has
produced a lot of stuff to
be sold, for donation
purposes!
This
man
doesn’t seem to have an
end to his generosity, and
the Repeater Fund will
benefit from his sales.
Well done, Paul, for
setting such a sterling
example for us all to
follow. I’m sure your
deserts will be very just,
as they come to you. Right
– enough said, read
elsewhere in this journal
for more news of the
market, and take a look at
a few pictures of the
fracas!
OK, now I’m afraid I have
to discuss some serious
stuff with you. I sincerely
hope this info will be
spread
beyond
the
confines of our club,
because it is addressed to
all amateurs in the
Western Cape, no matter
which club they belong to.
(BTW, please remind your
non-CTARC friends that
they do not have to be
club
members
to

download
and
read
Ragchew – it is available
for everyone). This serious
stuff is the matter of
subsidisation
of
the
repeater workings. I’m
afraid that the situation in
the WCP is critical.
We
all
know
that
donations are
always
requested for the working
group funds, and we feel
fairly comfortable knowing
that about R14K was
raised in the past year
from
donations
from
various sources. This is
true, and looks quite rosy,
but what the working
group doesn’t routinely
share, are the high
expenses
involved
in
keeping things running. I
attended the working
group (hereafter called the
RWG)’s
meeting
on
Thursday evening, and
have
the
groups
permission to tell you that
things are very dire. I’m
looking at 4 pages of
financial data skilfully
drawn up by the Treasurer,
and I’ll try to give you the
salient points, so that you
can see what happens.
Before I do, though, let me
remind you that the only
repeater in town that
doesn’t require an hour’s
driving to reach is the
750. All others require
several hours of driving
there and back, usually by
more than one person in
more than one vehicle, the
travelling expenses are
often carried by the RWG
members, and not all
claim petrol money. All
“techies” do use their own
tools and test equipment,
though. A two way trip
could cost a driver R100300 in petrol, depending
on which repeater is being
discussed.
Please
remember that when you
are bad-mouthing the
RWG technical aspects for

some reason or other. (You
can bad-mouth me all you
like, ‘cos I’m only the
scribe/messenger,
and
not the do-er!)
Now to expenses. Our
most expensive repeater
site is the 650 on
Hawequa, which costs
>R4K a year to rent. We
also pay electricity for that
site, which is more than
R14K. That’s not all bad
news though, because we
have two tenants who
sublet space from us, and
their
rent,
and
the
electricity they use and
pay for just covers our
expenses there. However,
the little hut we are using
leaks like a sieve, is
falling to pieces, and the
equipment
in
it
is
continuously exposed to
damp and humidity. The
building needs replacing,
but to do so means
relocating ourselves and
the
two
tenants
temporarily, and spending
more than R10K on
replacing the hut, and we
don’t have that sort of
money. Remember a oneway trip to the 650 takes
about 2 hours of driving!
We are at a loss to know
how to handle this matter,
and
various
damagecontrol actions are being
explored.
For the rest, the repeaters
don’t cost us money to
rent the sites, as we have
graciously been allocated
space in other people’s
buildings, and on their
towers,
like
Sentech
(Constantia
and
Piketberg, for example).
However,
access
is
sometimes difficult, and
people have to take
personal leave from work
to go up to the sites in
working hours, to suit the

See Overleaf:...
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OTHER AVENUE’S TO EXPLORE

“and what
percentage of that
time is spent on
the repeaters? A
sizeable
proportion, I’d
wager.....”

site owners, who wish to
be present when we are
there.
However,
maintenance
doesn’t just involve going
there. In the last year,
R5.5K has been spent on
maintaining the 650 repeater and its links to
other repeaters, R6K on
repairs and maintenance
to the Jonaskop 675 and
its link radios to the 600
and to Riversdale, R3.9K
at Constantia, with another R3K of half-inch Heliax (already purchased)
still to be installed there,
and R2.6K at Piketberg’s
new site, with the new
repeater bought from
funds donated to Hamnet
in the WCP.
Now, about that R14K of
donations – R4K came
from Hamnet directly,
money we in Hamnet
earned from donations to
our cause by people we
assist, like 2 Oceans, el
Shaddai and Lions Kirstenhof organisers, R3K was
an extra donation made by
the CTARC directly to purchase the half-inch Heliax
to be used to raise the
height of the antenna on
the Constantiaberg tower
for the 700 repeater (we
had previously donated all
the money we had in our
club reserved for repeater
funds for initial 700 expenses), R4.5K was donated by members of
BARK, and R1K by Overberg. The rest came from
SIX, just SIX, private individuals who felt it was the
right thing to do to donate
something to the group
funds!
In passing, half-inch Heliax cable is preferred to
RG-214 or LMR-400, because it withstands the
weather far longer than
the latter 2, and only has
to be replaced every ten
years or so, not every sec-

Cont….

ond year, like the latter.
Do you know what halfinch Heliax costs? R52 a
metre, and the connectors
R230 each.
OK, so we made donations
to our clubs for repeater
purposes, and did our bit.
But
did
we
donate
enough? Would we each
be conscience-free with a
R50 a year donation to the
fund? (Remember, you can
get one and a half MacDonald’s burgers for that
money.) Is that all the repeaters are worth to each
and every one of us? (I’m
blushing for my own part
as I write this!) Of course
many people do donate
more than this per year!
But a single round of golf
at a golf club costs more
than double that, membership at Kelvin Grove per
year costs about 100
times more than that, you
get less than 5 litres of
petrol with that amount,
one Woolworths golf-shirt
costs
5
times
that
amount, a DSTV subscription costs more than 10
times that per month, and
so the list goes on. I know
a bloke who drinks
1.5litres of coke a day –
that’s about R30 a day, or
R10K a year, but a sizable
donation to the fund is out
of the question. The same
figures apply to a 20-a-day
smoker. The point is how
important is our hobby to
each and every one of us?
And what percentage of
our hobby time is spent on
2m, and what percentage
of that time is spent on
the repeaters? A sizeable
proportion, I’d wager.....
All of this makes me feel
very guilty, when I think of
what I expect of the repeater system, and conversely what I feel reasonable to donate. I’m very
sorry to act like a con-

veyer of gloom, and a
stern schoolmaster when I
write all this, but the
situation is critical. There
is about R3K in the kitty
right now, and if one of
the
repeaters
breaks
down, it will not be possible to repair it, and there
will be a gap in your field
of coverage. Sad but true.
So I am now going to put
my money where my
mouth is and make an EFT
to the RWG this afternoon,
to help ensure that our 2m
hobby survives, and doesn’t fold in the Western
Cape. I’m not looking for
brownie points, so this is
not a publicity stunt, but

PLEASE

do the same.
The account’s name is
the Western Cape Repeater Working Group,
First
National
Bank,
branch code for EFT’s
250655, or for counter
deposits 200612, acc
number
62338034937.
The rest is in your hands.
I’ve said it before –
Blessed is he who does
something good for his
fellow man, and manages
not to be found out! I’ve
revealed my personal
pledge, so will not be
blessed. However, YOU
can be.......
Thanks for bearing with
me and reading through
this! See you at
the next ham
radio occasion.
73
Dave
ZS1DFR
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CONTEST CORNER
CONTEST CORNER
#22

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X
Upcoming Local Events in April – Also see the SARL web: http://
www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp

DIRK LOTZ
ZS1X

4 April

-

SARL 80m Contest

6 April

-

RADAR Contest

20 April

-

Autumn QRP Contest

Upcoming International Events in April – See this link for more detail http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html Only some of the bigger contests
have been mentioned below.

“Upcoming
International
Events in April .”

6 April

_

LZ Open 40m Sprint Contest

6, 7 April

-

SP DX Contest

13, 14 April

-

JIDX CW Contest

13 April

-

EU Spring Sprint, CW

19, 20 April

-

Holyland DX Contest

20 April

-

ES Open HF Championship

20 April

-

EU Spring Sprint, SSB

20, 21 April

-

YU DX Contest

27, 28 April

-

SP DX RTTY Contest

THIS MONTH’S DX TIP – DX Code of Conduct - Rule #5
I will wait for the DX station to end a contact before calling.

If you transmit before a QSO is over, you are likely to interfere with the exchange of
information, lengthening the QSO and slowing the process. It may seem clever to “nip
in” as the previous contact is ending but many DX stations don’t like it, as such operating may break the pattern of the operator, which is what helps everyone to know
when to transmit.
73’s & Good DX!
de
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Upcoming Special Events For The CTARC
Annual General Meeting: As always, the last Saturday in July,
which is on 27 July this year.
International Lighthouse and Lightship: As always, the third
full weekend in August, 17 and 18 August this year.

ROB BAREHAM
ZS1SA

Flea Market Report:
On the first Saturday in March the CTARC had its annual flea market which was well
attended. During the course of the afternoon well over 100 people visited to shop
or sell their goods or just socialize. It was great to see a lot of faces and renew acquaintances with chaps that we haven’t seen in many years. There was plenty of
food and ice cold refreshments, Anne and her team of xyl’s did an excellent job
selling boerie rolls and ice cold refreshments. A great time was had by all attendees. If you missed it you missed the biggest ham event in Cape Town of the year.
In addition to all of the fun we had we also increased the club’s bank balance. Our
treasurer Peter is working on the final outcome and this will be in his report.
I would also like to thank the AWA members for their interesting displays of antique

REMEMBER

radios and all of the members who assisted and made the event a success.

For 2014...

Based on the success of this event, the Cape Town club will continue to hold the

“The date of the

bumper flea market on the first Saturday in March next year. Looking forward to

Annual Flea

seeing you all there.

Market is easy
to remember,

73
Rob ZS1SA

always the first
Saturday
afternoon in
March at the
club house. “

REMINDER…….
REMINDER!
NEXT MEETING: 25 March 2013
The CTARC meets at the clubhouse at the Round
Table Community Centre, off Laidlaw Road,
Rondebosch at 8 P.M. on the fourth Monday of each
month.
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My Early History In Ham Radio
This shack photo was taken in the 1960's.
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ZS1AU Dennis Wells
Yes it’s Me!

I read the SARL HQ Bulletin on 40m every Sunday for 10
years.
Note the trophies & the Luminated Address from the Cape
T o w n
B r a n c h
o n
t h e
w a l l .
Do you recognize those Trophies. ?? There is even a
Morse key on the table, if you look closely.
The rigs were lent to me by the late Ian MacGregor, who
took
over
my
call
when
I
went
to
ZS4AU in Bloemfontein, from 1970 to 1980.
When I came back Ian got ZS1A & I got my old callsign
back. Ian became a SK in 1992. When I was on the
Council of the SARL in Cape Town, I
had an idea to send morse code
lessons on MCW (Modulated
Continuous Wave ) so that any
person with a broadcast receiver
could hear & copy the Morse code.
This was granted permission by the
then Minister of Communications to
promote morse which was a requisite
in those days to become a radio
amateur.
I had a large listening audience who
listened on a BC receiver.!! Some of
the listeners eventually became radio
amateurs & the
best known was
ZS1PF.
OM
Sidney Smith of
Muizenberg, who
o w n e d
&
donated the big TELREX beams now erected at Oakdale,
has since retired from ham radio. By the way Sid was a
professional mechanical engineer with Cape Steel, and
passed my plans for my tower which is still like the day I
put it up in 1982. He said, "Dennis it will stand up to any
wind in Cape Town and you can sleep at night. So far I
have. !!!"
Very few Hams know about this part of my history, I hope
you find it interesting….
73 / 88

Dennis ZS1AU

Caption describing
picture or graphic.
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SWOP SHOP

Siemens
VR-311

Why pay more?
Those Vacuum Relays are:
Used + Tested
Application: PA 1-1,5KW KW out.
Coil voltage 26V
Minimum coil voltage 18V
Very short switching time approx 10 ms
Contact load: 3,5 MHz up to 10kV 20 A.
30 MHz up to 6kV 8 A.
Contact resistance ca. 0,012 Ohm
Coil resistance: 335 Ohm
Size:. H= 35 mm D= 20 mm
Price: R 150,- + shipping ex Cape Town

Siemens
VR-421

PA output relay 3KW out Used + Tested Application: PA 3KW out
Coil voltage 26V
Minimum coil voltage 18V
Very short switching time approx. 18ms
Contact load: 3,5 MHz up to 12kV 28A
30 MHz up to 6kV 12 Amp.
Coil resistance: 270 Ohm
Size:. H= 60 mm D= 25 mm
Price: R 300,- + shipping ex Cape Town

R
E
L
A
Y
S

There are many amateur radio linear amplifiers on the market but none truly able for QSK because their switchingover times of their transmit/receive relays are too long for even average CW speed not to speak about HSCW.
In addition many of the built-in relays are rather flimsy and of limited lifespan. On the internet are many suggestions
for modifications using the above relays.
Delivery as long as stock lasts
Contact Klaus ZS1QO
e-mail: zs1qo@global.co.za
Cell: 0836266964

FOR SALE
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 10.7Mhz
& 455Khz
Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods are sold or you want to add or
remove items. Please send requests to Anne at zs1ct@ctarc.org.za before the 10th of the month preceding the Newsletter.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming month,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that you
would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.

09-Mar
11-Mar
17-Mar
24-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
17-Apr
18-Apr
20-Apr
20-Apr

ZS1X
ZS1FW
ZS1EVP
ZS1ABC
ZS1SG
ZR1FR
ZS1ZL
ZS1LS
ZS1BW
ZS1PXK

Dirk Lotz
Noel Futter
Evan Pedlar
Monte Breytenbach
Dave Perry
Davy Smeda
Deon Erwin
Allan Saul
Bernie Crockford
Paul Kennedy

Delivering solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing
design and management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact: Peter Hodgkinson or Alan
Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700
or our
Website: http://
www.wspgroup.co.za

←
WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS
NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO
NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.
Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in
this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the
Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for
profit or gain.

