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Changing the club meeting from a Monday evening to a Saturday afternoon
has proven to be successful; as many have expressed that it is safer and
easier to attend. The gathering on the 22nd June was no exception, although
the three rugby fixtures did affect our attendance, I hope. However, the
presentation by OM Hans ZS1HJH was both Technical and informative and
interesting indeed.

July 2013

His subject referred to the Telecommunications Act, with particular reference
to Parasitic Emissions. In this instance referring to Amateur Radio and how to
detect possible interference caused. This was a practical demonstration with
test equipment connected to a typical Transceiver. In
line were a Watt Meter, a Two Tone Generator and a
Spectrum Analyser into a Dummy Load. The Analyser
was of particular interest as it was of Chinese
manufacture, more compact and much cheaper than
the one demonstrated previously, and just as efficient.
When observing a demonstration of this nature, the
subject becomes more vivid and meaningful and in this
instance one could ask the question, ‘is the signal from my station clean?’
Maybe we should all have our equipment
tested at some stage? Hans suggested that
if we are causing TVI that we fit a Low pass
filter on our Transmitter and if this does not
help, ‘Do something to your Neighbours
TV!’ A High Pass filter before our own TV
should do the trick for us. We really
appreciate Han’s willingness to always share
his vast knowledge and demonstrate his
equipment to us.
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Till next time, ‘From this old shack to Yours’.
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel.
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SECRETARY / TREASURER’S REPORT

Peter ZS1PMH

Silent Key
It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of a grand old man of ham radio
Ben (Phillip) Bennett – ZS1AAQ has gone silent at the age of 92 after a prolonged illness. Ben was not a member of the CTARC but had been a guest speaker at the club on
a number of occasions where he regaled us with his stories of his experiences with radio as a boy during the war. He was a raconteur of note. Ben was also a specialist in
linear amplifier construction and a mighty fine craftsman whose exceptional linear
amps grace some lucky ham’s homes. He will be much missed by his friends in the ham
fraternity.
Winding Down – Getting Wound Up
Just when I thought I would be able to enjoy my retirement from the club as its secretary and treasurer, the committee resorted to flattery, cajoling, emotional blackmail
and other devious means to get me to rescind my decision to stand down from the committee. Because of my farming commitments I won’t be able to attend many meetings,
but I am prepared to continue to serve as treasurer and membership secretary. The club
secretary portfolio will be carried by someone else. If you are prepared to serve on the
committee, please volunteer your services.
So just when I thought it was safe to wind down, I’ve been wound up again!!

“The annual
membership
fees are now
due. “

Finances
The annual finances have been compiles and audited by Barry Fletcher ZS1FJ – thanks
Barry. These statements have been sent out to the membership and will be presented
at the upcoming AGM. We broke even this year, whereas we made quite a loss last year.
If you have any questions about the financial statements, holler.
Membership Fees
The annual membership fees are now due. The committee has decided, in light of the
fact that we broke even last finyear, not to increase the fee. It remains at R100 and
R80 for pensioners. Donations would be much appreciated, either for the club or for the
repeater fund. If you are going to do an EFT, please use your call sign as the reference.
The bank account details are at the bottom of the membership renewal form which has
been sent out already.
Please update your personal and contact details if these have changed.
Catch you down the coax.
73 Peter – ZS1PMH

CLUB
ETAILS:
D
T
C
A
CONT
Chairman
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805
Secretary / Treasurer
Peter – ZS1PMH can be reached on
021-572-0329 or 082 925 2298
and email: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
Website: www.ctarc.org.za
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Upcoming Special Events For The CTARC
It is coming around again, it seems to come around again faster every
year. What is it, our Annual General Meeting on the last Saturday of
July.
This year Anne will be preparing some yummy Vienna rolls/aka hot
dogs with all the fixins’ to keep the members tummies from rumbling. An
assortment of liquid refreshments will be on sale.

ROB BAREHAM
ZS1SA

The AGM is always our largest attended meeting so be sure to come
out and see all those friendly faces of your fellow members and
take part in the most important meeting of the year.
After the AGM it is Full Speed Ahead to the Lighthouse weekend.
This takes place on the 16th and 17th of August at the Green Point
Lighthouse. Always a great event for both visitors and participants.
More on this via the Sunday bulletins as we get closer to the day.
73

Rob ZS1SA

Chairman’s Monthly Tech Tips and Bits…..
Technical Odds and Ends.
Too often it is the feeling to purchase these large sets of tools advertised in most
technical fliers that are dropped in our post boxes. Well my advice is be careful as
from what I have observed there are reasons why not to! Cheap tools are not
practical as they will fail in a real situation by either breaking or bending as they are
invariably made out of substandard materials. Good tools are much more expensive,
but they will last.
Another reason to be careful as it is very unlikely that one will ever use all the tools in
one of these sets. A small set of spanners and screwdrivers of a good quality would be a more practical purchase
to start with. What I have done over the years is to purchase the tool I need at the time and slowly build up my kit.
Added to the above would be a 150 and 250mm shifting spanners with a medium sized vice grip, pliers, adjustable
plumbers pliers, and a small hammer. A hacksaw and a medium sized wood saw would complement the
requirements! With these tools you could do most jobs around the house and a bit of homebrew too. The latter of
course would require a soldering iron and a pair of side cutters.
Some spanner sizes that I have found cover most of our requirements would
be:
6, 8, 10, 12, 16 and 19. Screwdrivers are a bit of a problem as there are so
many different screw drives around; I even found a three slot the other day!
In a previous article I discussed drilling, well here are
some drill sizes which should cover most requirements:
Dia’s 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 10. For homebrew I would add the
half sizes too.
My personal tool kit is more comprehensive than the
above, but then I am always fiddling and building this and
that, so the above is just a general guide.
The Fiddler!
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OTHER AVENUE’S TO EXPLORE

Dave Reece
(Dr.Dave)
ZS1DFR

Continued Overleaf:...
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OTHER AVENUE’S TO EXPLORE

Cont….

REMINDER…….
OFFICIAL
NOTICE OF
ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING
In terms of its Constitution of the Cape Town Amateur Radio
Centre, the Chairman and Secretary hereby serve notice that the
Annual General Meeting of the CTARC will be held at the Round
Table Community Centre, Laidlaw Road,
Rondebosch.
AT 14:00 ON SATURDAY 27th JULY 2013
All are welcome to
attend.
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CONTEST CORNER
#26
By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X
Upcoming Local Events in August – Also see the SARL web: http://www.sarl.org.za/public/
contests/contestrules.asp
DIRK LOTZ
ZS1X

4 August

-

SARL HF Phone Contest

9 August

-

SARL YL Sprint

17, 18 August

-

International Lighthouse and Lightship weekend

18 August

-

SARL HF Digital Contest

25 August

-

SARL HF CW Contest

Upcoming International Events in August – See this link for more detail http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html Only some of the bigger contests have been
mentioned below.
3 August

-

European HF Championship

3, 4 August

-

10-10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB

4 August

-

RSGB RoPoCo CW

International

10, 11 August

-

WAE DX Contest, CW

Events in May.”

17, 18 August

-

SARTG WW RTTY Contest

24, 25 August

-

YO DX HF Contest

“Upcoming

THIS MONTH’S DX TIP – DX Code of Conduct - Rule #9
I will not transmit when the DX Operator queries a call sign, not like mine

In life outside amateur radio it would simply be considered rude to answer when someone else is
asked a question! How do you know if the station is calling you? Perhaps the DX operator has a
partial version of your call. Is it me? “The timing is right!” Yes, the timing may seem right, but it
may also be “right” for many other stations. If the DX is actually calling you and hears nothing, he
will call you again. Then you can call. Only one letter from your call sign is NOT enough, however.
Calling when not being addressed raises the floor level of QRM and slows progress dramatically.
73’s & Good DX!
De
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Visit to Sutherland and S.A.L.T.
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By ZS1SA

On a wet, cold and windy Saturday morning of June 8, a group of Odysseus Motor
Cycle Club members, including Anne and I, made the 380 kilometre journey to the
frozen town of Sutherland in the Northern Cape. (we were mostly all in our cars,
although six brave couples did make the trip by motorbike.) Why, to see the
Southern African Large Telescope (S.A.L.T.), to play in the snow, and to keep warm,
we would see if we could deplete the entire sherry stock of our hotel!
We stayed at the cleverly named “Sutherland
Hotel” where we were well treated during our
overnight stay. The previous weekend had seen
another bike club stranded in this same hotel for
four days as they had experienced a good 7
inches of snow, and the police closed the one
road in and out of Sutherland. We were
fortunate in that this weekend the roads were
absolutely clear and we had no problem getting
there or returning. However, there was still lots of snow around.
On the Saturday afternoon after checking into our hotel
we trekked the 18kms (by car) up the nearby mountain to
see a clone of the largest telescope in the world which is
at the South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO)
field station near Sutherland. At the top is was a chilling
minus 4 degrees and with a 80km an hour gale force wind
howling the temperature dropped by many more
degrees….minus 15 was mentioned...Brrrr.
Our tour guide, David
explained
that S.A.L.T
is funded by a consortium of
international partners from South Africa, the United
States, Germany, Poland, India, the United Kingdom
and New Zealand. The construction phase was
completed at the end of 2005 and from 2006 to 2009 it
entered a period of commissioning and performance
verification. Since September 2011, observing is now in
full swing and the telescope is finally realising its
huge potential as Africa's Giant Eye on the Universe.
S.A.L.T has a massive mirror of approximately 10
square meters, which combined with the usually clear
skies around Sutherland give it one of the best views in
the world. S.A.L.T is not the only telescope at this site,
there are another half dozen or so smaller telescopes on the same site. Most of these
are operated by overseas astronomers who either come onto the SAAO site or
operate the telescopes remotely from their home countries.
However interesting, it was great to get back to the warm
sunshine in Cape Town on Sunday afternoon and leave the cold
and wet stuff behind us.
A great time was had by all and thanks to Club organiser, Peter
Cowman for organising the entire event.
ZS1SA

“At the top is
was a chilling
minus
4
degrees
and
with a 80km
an hour gale
force
wind
howling
the
temperature
dropped
by
many
more
degrees….”

ZS1SA at S.A.L.T.
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SWOP SHOP
Tandberg 3 speed reel to reel, 7 1/2 inch tape
recorder.
Best offer secures.
Brian Young. 021 7940740.

Wanted: HF mobile antenna system.
Please contact Fred ZR1AEU in St. Helena Bay on 071 897 9502
or email fredkarlinski@hotmail.com

There are many amateur radio linear amplifiers on the market but none truly able for QSK
because their switching-over times of their transmit/receive relays are too long for even average
CW speed not to speak about HSCW.
In addition many of the built-in relays are rather flimsy and of limited lifespan. On the internet are
many suggestions for modifications using the above relays.
Delivery as long as stock lasts
Contact Klaus ZS1QO
e-mail: zs1qo@global.co.za
Cell: 0836266964

FOR SALE
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 10.7Mhz
& 455Khz
Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods are sold or you want to add or
remove items. Please send requests to Anne at zs1ct@ctarc.org.za before the 10th of the month preceding the Newsletter.

Page 9

Ragchew

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming month,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that you
would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.

20-Jul

ZS1RA

Shaun Overmeyer

23-Jul

ZS1TS

Tim Schoeman

26-Jul

ZS1CL

Tippy Marais

03-Aug

ZS6BMF

Paul Sterling

04-Aug

ZS1WX

Johann Van Tonder

06-Aug

ZS1FP

Mike Schumann

11-Aug

ZS1PE

Mike Howell

12-Aug

ZS1ZC

John Golby

21-Aug

ZS1MTF

Matt Feinstein

23-Aug

G4WOE/ZS1

David Hudson

26-Aug

ZS1IKB

Ian Basset

29-Aug

ZS1GRM

Gerald Meneses

30-Aug

ZS1CO

Mike Wolffe

Delivering solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing
design and management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact: Peter Hodgkinson or Alan
Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700
or our
Website: http://
www.wspgroup.co.za

←
WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS
NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO
NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.
Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in
this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the
Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for
profit or gain.

