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Chairman’s Chat
Good Planning, specific assignments and advertising well in advance
is a proven recipe for success, and that’s just what happened at our
‘Flea market’. Thanks to Anne and the ladies, who other than adding
sparkle to the event, served the most delicious ‘boerrie’ rolls, and liquid
refreshment ‘nogal’. Of course our congratulations to Rob for
organising the do which went off without a hitch, and Danny for
keeping control of the funds and acting as MC. The rest of us
Committee members just did our thing as instructed. Jokes aside,
thanks to all!
Nearly forgot, all those who came from far and wide including the sellers, some of which
did a roaring trade who had the most exotic things for sale and other interesting radios
and equipment on show. Your presence was much appreciated and contributed to make
the whole thing worthwhile. Yours truly even managed to purchase an efficient bandswitch for my ongoing amplifier project, and some rare ceramic insulators, both items
becoming almost unobtainable nowadays.
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One observation was that most of us are getting older and that is quite obvious, but this
did not dampen the ‘Ham’ spirit there. It was so nice to see old friendships rekindled and
having the opportunity to make new acquaintances and to put a face to a call-sign! Sadly
some of the old timers did not join us on the day, and some who were there were missed
by others, but they were not forgotten, as the question was frequently asked, where is so
en so or I’m sorry I missed someone else. There was something for all, technical
discussions, light hearted banter, but the whole atmosphere cantered around Amateur
Radio which also included our young members too.
My thoughts recently have been on why do I enjoy Amateur Radio? Well, what can I say
after participating in an afternoon like the ‘Flea Market’, however there is much more to it.
The Hobby itself embraces so many aspects from purely technical, to socialising to
operating to constructing to friendships and overcoming one’s personal inhibitions to
name a few. On the air, one is not alone and soon realises your responsibilities and need
for correct protocol and concern for others.
The majority of Amateurs I have met are gentlemen and the XYL’s are ladies who don’t
profane loosely and communicate on a higher level, but can still enjoy a laugh and have
fun. Although coming from different backgrounds, there seems to be a standard of order
and control in our activities and these lift the criterion above the norm. This is what
Amateur Radio is to me! However, this is enough of Noel’s philosophy!
Till next time, ‘From this old shack to Yours’.
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel.
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Next Meeting..this
Saturday, 29 March
start time 13.00.
Guest Speaker don’t
miss this one!
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Club News and Details
Hi Everyone
Very little to report this month no movement to speak of on the Membership front, but
after the fantastic Flea Market, maybe a quieter moment is allowed.
With 2014 1/4 of the way past already can you believe it.,?...it is almost time to start
thinking about the AGM and all the administration that goes with that event, so I will
be in touch about that, also renewal of membership fees. Please make a note in your
diary about that too and I will send out reminders shortly.
Till next time
Regards to all……..Anne

Don’t miss
the CTARC
bulletin every
Sunday at
08:30
This Sunday
your Bulletin
reader is
Tony, ZS1TM
For your info:
Full Sunday
bulletin
reader
schedule to
follow next
month!

For your information
Your CTARC Committee:
Noel Futter ZS1FW
(Chairman)
Rob Bareham ZS1SA
(Vice)
Danny Blankenburg ZS1BL (Treasurer)
Anne Bareham
(Sec/ Ed)
Dirk Lotz ZS1X

Tony McKewen ZS1TM
Deon Erwin ZS1ZL (Tech Queries)
Paul Kennedy ZS1PXK
Shaun Overmeyer ZS1RA

CLUB CONTACT DETAILS
Chairman:
Noel Futter– ZS1FW can be reached on
021-715-2024 or 084-5281805
Or
Secretary:
Anne Bareham can be reached on
072-268 1207
or email: zs1ct@qsl.net
Postal address:
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
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Upcoming Events..
Upcoming
CTARC:

special

events

for

the

Annual General Meeting:
As always, the last Saturday in July,
which is on 26 July this year.
International Lighthouse and Lightship:
As always, the third full weekend in August,
16 and 17 August this year.

Flea Market Report:

Upcoming
special
events for the
CTARC:

1.
Annual
On the first Saturday in March the CTARC
General
had its annual flea market which was well
Meeting: As
attended. During the course of the
always, the
last Saturday
afternoon well over 80 people visited to
shop or sell their goods or just socialize. It was great to see a in July, which
lot of faces and renew acquaintances with chaps that we is on 26 July
this year.
haven’t seen in many years. There was plenty of food and ice
cold refreshments. Anne and her team of xyl’s did an excellent
job selling boerie rolls and ice cold refreshments. A great time
2.
was had by all attendees. If you missed it you missed the International
biggest ham event in Cape Town of the year.
Lighthouse
We had some commercial exhibitors in attendance which and Lightship:
As always, the
added to the interest of the market.
Thank you to all who assisted and those who attended. third weekend
in August, this
Looking forward to seeing you all next year.
year 16 and
17 August.
Next Meeting..this
73
Saturday, 29 March
Rob ZS1SA
start time 13.00.
Guest Speaker don’t
miss this one!
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CONTEST CORNER
#33

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X

Upcoming Local Events in April – Also see the SARL web: http://www.sarl.org.za/public/
contests/contestrules.asp

SARL 80m QSO Party – 3 April
RaDAR Contest – 5 April
SARL Autumn QRP Contest – 19 April

Upcoming International Events in April – See this link for more detail
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
Only some of the bigger contests have been mentioned below.

LZ Open 40m Sprint Contest – 5 April

“Upcoming
International
Events in
April”

SP DX Contest – 5, 6 April
JIDX CW Contest – 12, 13 April
EU Spring Sprint, CW – 12 April
Holyland DX Contest – 18, 19 April
ES Open HF Championship – 19 April
EU Spring Sprint, SSB – 19 April
YU DX Contest – 19, 20 April
10-10 Int. Spring Contest, Digital – 26, 27 April
SP DX RTTY Contest – 26, 27 April

73’s & Good DX!
De
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Repeater Protocol & Courtesy
REPEATER PROTOCOL & COURTESY
The ordinary practices observed in any ham radio activity apply to repeaters. Listen first, listen
some more, and then jump in. Keep transmissions short, leave gaps for others to join, identify
yourself (call and also first name). Keep language clean, and realize there may be many silent
listeners. You don’t really know how many people you are talking to!
It’s best to wait longer, at least for two or three seconds after the other party “un-keys” or stops
transmitting. Waiting even longer, especially during commute hours, will allow other hams space
to join the conversation or to request use of the repeater for a more urgent call to another ham.
To start a conversation when a repeater is idle, call someone you expect to be listening, or just
throw out your call with something like “ZS1XX monitoring” or “ZS1XX listening “or “CQ from
ZS1XX”. Note, this is a single CQ, not a long drawn out CQ like we would use on HF SSB. To join
an existing conversation, wait for a gap and quickly inject your call, or perhaps the word
“comment”. You may have to do that more than once and wait for the parties to conclude a train
of thought. Reserve the term “break” for an emergency situation.
Double trouble: A common problem during any radio interchange is the “double” when two parties transmit at the same time. This becomes troublesome when there are several hams sharing
the same conversation. It’s not a cardinal sin, but you will only know you were part of a double
after you un-key your mike and another ham tells you about it, or you hear another party in the
middle of his half of the double.
Keeping transmissions short reduces the magnitude of the disruption. It is also helpful to direct
control to the next participant in some consistent order, by name or call, when you finish talking.
When you are done using the repeater, sign off by saying “ZS1XX clear”, or “ZS1XX clear and
monitoring”. This lets other hams know the repeater is available after all contact participants
have signed off.
Here are our Guidelines for over the air etiquette:
#1. Follow the Golden Rule meaning that you should treat others as you would like to be
treated.
#2. Do not talk about politics, sex or religion.
#3. Do not talk negatively about other people or organisations.
We understand that everyone slips once in a while, no matter how hard they try. But, we expect
all user’s to do their very best to follow these few simple and obvious rules of repeater conduct.
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to send all your interesting news and articles… come on Guys
you all have good “Ham” stories to tell I’m sure……
Send to The Editor by email please to
zs1ct@qsl.net
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Swop Shop

FOR SALE
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1,
4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer
Chips, 10.7Mhz
& 455Khz
Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za

Do send in your swops and you
can name a price and send a
picture too!
Send in your swop soon….

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods are sold or you
want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at zs1ct@ctarc.org.za before
the 10th of the month
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAY WISHES

To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in February,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all
that you would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.
Happy Birthday to you All.

Here are the March / April 2014
Birthdays:
11-Mar
17-Mar
24-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
17-Apr
18-Apr
20-Apr
20-Apr

ZS1FW
ZS1EVP
ZS1ABC
ZS1SG
ZR1FR
ZS1ZL
ZS1LS
ZS1BW
ZS1PXK

Noel Futter
Evan Pedlar
Monte Breytenbach
Dave Perry
Davy Smeda
Deon Erwin
Allan Saul
Bernie Crockford
Paul Kennedy

Delivering
solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and management
services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the
built environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration
engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact: Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700 or our Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za

WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO
NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or
omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain.

