
News and  

Reminders! 

showing us a miniature 
hand plane he had made 
himself.  It was identical to 
the ‘Stanley’ or ‘Record’ 
models that we are 
familiar with, but it was 
only about 150mm in 
length, and it worked!  I 
don’t think I will ever forget 
that, and constantly 
remind myself and strive 
to keep the passion for our 
Hobby ‘Amateur Radio’ 
alive. 
My old friend Ben Bennett 
(ZS1AAQ) is a great story 
teller and a legend in his 
own right, with his 
speciality being Linear 
Amplifiers.  He tells a story 
of when he was a 
teenager in England in the 
1930’s; he actually built an 
Amateur Broadcasting 
Station.  This was a low 
power affair, but was 
heard up to 50 miles 
away.  He did not run it 
continuously, but at certain 
times of the day he 
broadcast music.  For 
some unknown reason he 
was never challenged by 
the authorities of the day, 
but eventually he stopped 
on his own accord.  That’s 
passion for you, but don’t 
try that nowadays, we’d 
probably land up in Jail! 
 

Our previous club 

meeting was an interesting 
affair.  The idea was to 
discuss, the erection of 
antennas in flats or 
housing estates or 
complexes where there 
are strict rules and 
regulations to the contrary.  
We seemed to go off at a 
tangent and although 
there were some good 
ideas, nothing was really 
finalised.  Nevertheless it 
was an animated 
discussion with much food 
for thought.  The ‘Braai’ 
afterwards was a huge 
success too, and although 
informal there is always 
something to learn there. 
 
It’s amazing how we 
evolve in our interactions 
in life.  Remember when 
we were the new boy at 
school and after a few 
years we looked back and 
chuckled as we were now 
looked up to.  When I first 
came into contact with the 
club in the late 1970’s 
there were some 
individuals whom I 
admired and felt from a 
technical point of view, 
they were the 
untouchables.  However, 
now we associate well, 

and even talk the technical 
talk. Where once I stood in 
awe, now, like many of us 
we have arrived as it were.  
But that old magic is still 
there, however, not in the 
same context, which is a 
pity!  Maturity, experience 
and knowledge are great, 
but dreams of getting 
there are unsurpassed! 
 
The evolution in our hobby 
has been tremendous, but 
the good old days are 
looked upon with much 
nostalgia.  I wonder if we 
still have the passion and 
commitment of the past.  A 
few years back I was on 
holiday with my wife in 
George.  One afternoon 
she being very interested 
in Scrapbooking enrolled 
for a class which left me 
with time on my hands.  I 
gravitated to the local 
Museum where there was 
a woodworking exhibition 
in progress.  As I enjoy 
this Hobby too, I attended 
one of the lectures.   
 
The fellow in charge was 
dynamic and stressed how 
passionate he was for 
woodworking.  He kept on 
emphasising that, and 
even exhibited this by 
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Don’t forget to 

send in Swops 

See page 9! 

Please send in 

your interesting 

articles to be 

included in future 

editions! 

See overleaf:.. 
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“Our next CTARC 

meeting will be on 

25 June at 14:00, 

with a ‘Bring and 

Braai’ afterwards.“  

(Weather 

permitting) 
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He also showed 
commitment as he served 
with the RAF in the Desert 
during the Second World 
War.  I may have used this 
story before, but it 
illustrates the point!  A 
500Volt Transformer they 
were using blew-up and 
damaged the laminations.  
There was no spare 
available, and although 
they had wire for the coils, 
no laminations!  No trouble 
to Ben, he obtained empty 
oil cans, and made the 
laminations by hand.  
Knowing how accurate 
these should be, this was 
no mean feat.  That’s 
commitment for you!   
 

To some it’s junk, but to 

most Amateur Radio 

enthusiasts it’s priceless.  

I’m talking about all that 

stuff we have in our shack 

or garage or where-ever 

which we treasure so much 

and against all odds, are 

going to use one day!  It 

always fascinates me to 

delve into those mystery 

‘Pandora Boxes’ of other 

‘Hams’ to see what we can 

use.   

Like most, I did not always 
know what was useful, and 
consequently lost some very 
valuable components!  
That’s so true to life I guess! 
 
Take Care, 73 to all, 
de  ZS1FW      Noel 
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Chairman / Treasurer  

 Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805 

Secretary  

Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072-2599430 

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

     YOUR  CTARC CLUB CONTACT DETAILS: 

Hello All. 

First of all, congratulations go to all those who passed the 

recent RAE.  Welcome to our wonderful hobby. 

As a result of the above,  Brian Dutlow  has a brand new 

callsign, ZS1BTD. We look forward to hearing you on air Brian. 

 Tim Schoeman (previously ZR5TIM, ZR1T) also has a new 

callsign, ZS1T. 

 

Hope to see you all at our next meeting. 

73 

Russell ZS1VK. 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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CONTEST CORNER 

#3 

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X 

 

I was recently introduced to a CW Contest Simulator program called “Morse Runner” by ZS1REC, Raoul.  

This is quite a nifty little program and it simulates band conditions, bad operators (LIDS), pile ups etc.  If 

you are a CW enthusiast, whether you are a serious contester or not, then this is the perfect application to 

test yourself and improve on your speed.  It becomes a bit addictive after a while, so be WARNED!  You 

can download this application at:  http://www.dxatlas.com/Download.asp 

Upcoming Local Events in July – Also see the SARL web:  http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/
contestrules.asp 

SARL Winter QRP Sprint – 16 July 
Boland ARC 40m Sprint – 24 July 
SARL 80m Club Championship,  SSB – 27 July 

Upcoming International Events – See this link for more detail   http://www.ncjweb.com/contestcal.php  
Only some of the bigger contests have been mentioned below. 

 DL – DX RTTY Contest – 2 till 3 July 

DARC 10m Digital Contest – 3 July 

FISTS Summer Sprint (CW) – 9 July 

IARU HF World Championship – 9 till 10 July 

CQ World Wide VHF Contest – 16 till 17 July 

RSGB IOTA Contest – 30 till 31 July 

Here are some interesting links: 

 http://www.worldradiomagazine.com/ - Free Ham Radio Magazine 

http://morseringtones.com/index.html  - Generate your own Morse Code Ringtones 

http://darrelltech.com/TS50/index.html - Replace your TS50’s internal battery for about R30 with this mod.  
(I used this method and my TS50 is now behaving itself!) 

http://hfradio.org.uk/html/digital_modes.html - Identify Digital Modes 

73’s    de 

 

http://www.dxatlas.com/Download.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.ncjweb.com/contestcal.php
http://www.worldradiomagazine.com/
http://morseringtones.com/index.html
http://darrelltech.com/TS50/index.html
http://hfradio.org.uk/html/digital_modes.html


Dear All. 

It’s that time of the year again 

when the   trophy is due to be 

awarded to another deserving 

person! 

Here below is the list of the 

previous holders of the LWHS 

Trophy and to remind our 

members to think about 

someone who would be 

deserving of this award. 

 

T H E  L E N  W E L L S  H A M  S P I R I T  T R O P H Y  2 0 1 1    

B Y  D E N N I S  Z S 1 A U  

“Len Wells 

Ham Spirit 

Trophy “ 
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A short motivation must 

support the nomination and 

must reach the Custodian 

any time from now on,  but 

not left to the last minute,   

although closing date is end 

of October. 

Dennis ZS1AU 

As the Custodian of the 

award,   I will be calling for 

nominations any time from 

now and until the end of 

October,  to make sure that 

no one gets forgotten. 

1967    ZS1IM        Ray Alexander 

1968    ZS1VN       Mac Mc Clure 

1969    ZS1FM      Jack Meerburg 

1970    ZS1CK       Fred Van Niekerk 

1971    ZS1-021    Reg  Baker 

1972    ZS1-001    Muriel Alexander 

( xyl  ZS1IM ) 

1973    Not awarded 

1974    ZS1BF       Willy Wilson 

1975    ZS1DZ       Ossie Carstens 

1976    ZS1CZ       Alie Tronson 

1977    ZS1UD      Uli Dehning 

1978    ZR1DQ      Deon Erwin 

( now ZS1ZL ) 

1979    Not awarded 

1980    Not awarded 

1981    ZS1BW     Bernie Crockford 

1982    ZS1SG      Dave Perry 

  

1983    ZR1FR       Davey  Smeda 

1984    ZS1VP       Buck Taylor 

1985    ZS1AN       Adriaan  Verwoort 

1986    ZS1YS       Hughie Young 

1987    ZS1MH      Mollie Van Mollendorf 

1988    ZS1AN       Adriaan Verwoort 

1989   ZS1BW & ZR1FR       

                                Bernie &    Davey 

1990    ZS1ABO     Bob Opperman 

1991    ZS1AAQ     Ben Bennett 

1992    ZS1SG       Dave Perry 

1993    ZS1ABO     Bob Opperman 

1994    ZR1HO       Mike Schumann 

( now  ZS1FP ) 

1995    ZR1ACL     Hugo Friedmann 

( now  ZS1HSF ) 

1996    Not awarded 

1997    ZS1HJH     Hans-Jurgen Holbein 

1998    ZS1B         Bud Voortman 

  

1999    ZR1TT      Tony Beckett 

2000    ZS1ZF      Angus Mc Donald 

2001    ZS1HZ      Herman De Kock 

2002    ZS1MJJ     Matt Greyvensteyn 

2003    ZS1AN      Andrew Roos 

2004    ZS1DFR    Dave Reece 

2005    ZS1PMH   Peter Henochsberg 

2006    ZS1RIC     Richard Brown 

2007    ZS1AU      Dennis Wells 

2008    ZS1YT       Rassie Erasmus 

2009    ZS1AYJ     Terry Cotton 

2010    ZS1FW      Noel  Futter 

  

Here is the list of previous awardees since 1967. 



USE IT  

OR  

LOOSE IT 

 

The South African Minister 
of Communications 
delivered his budget vote 
speech in Parliament on 
31 May 2011 and high-
lighted the need to 
optimise the radio 
frequency spectrum to 
provide ‘more services to 
the people’. 

“Radio frequency spectrum 
is a strategic natural scarce 
resource at our disposal to 
effect changes in the 
provision of electronic 
communications service at 
a faster rate.  Licensed 
entities unable to account 
for their use of the 
allocated radio frequency 
spectrum may forfeit their 
rights in terms of the law.  
We are prepared to amend 
the law to ensure efficient 
utilisation of the radio 
frequency spectrum,” said 
the Minister. 

Our VHF, UHF and SHF 
bands are being targeted 
on all fronts for reallocation 
to government and 
commercial users, and to 
complicate matters even 
further, the HF bands are 
being targeted at 
international level with new 
forms of digital commercial 
communication. 

Unfortunately, it is no 
longer in vogue for the 
authorities to protect 
Amateur Radio resources 
and we are mostly left to 
fend for ourselves.  The 
establishment of new 

technologies is 
responsible for the 
interest in our bands, yet 
new technologies also 
offer us the means to 
defend our territory.  We 
now have the facilities to 
occupy the threatened 
spectrum with all kinds of 
new and interesting 
modes and technology.  
The ball is in our court. 

While pondering this 
situation, my thoughts 
wandered to words 
penned thirteen years ago 
and are just as valid today.  
David Sumner K1ZZ, 1998 
Executive Vice President of 
the ARRL, wrote the 
following: 

When future generations 
study the history of the 
twentieth century, they 
will find quite a list of 
ways in which it 
influenced their world.  
Electronic communication 
will be high on the list.  
Electronic communication 
was a nineteenth-century 
innovation, but its 
influence on society was 
quite limited until radio 
communication came of 
age in the twentieth 
century.  Once every 
household could have a 
radio, the concepts of 
time and distance were 
altered forever. 

Even so, future historians 
will note that with one 
outstanding exception, 
control of the channels of 
communication remained 
almost exclusively in the 
hands of governments and 
a few corporations for 
most of the twentieth 
century.  Ordinary people 
received information 

electronically, but were 
very limited as to how and 
to whom they could send 
it. 

The outstanding exception 
is, of course, Amateur 
Radio.  For most of the 
century we have enjoyed 
a virtual monopoly on 
being able to 
communicate worldwide 
without an intermediary.  
For that matter, we still 
do.  However, in recent 
years the cost of using 
intermediaries has 
dropped to the point 
where it is hardly a 
limiting factor, and no 
longer depends on the 
distance being bridged or 
the number of parties to 
the communication.  
When the international 
radio regulations 
governing Amateur Radio 
were first drafted in 1927, 
some countries were 
adamant about protecting 
the “public telegraph 
service” from amateur 
competition. 

It is difficult to imagine a 
similar concern arising 
today.  Now, when you 
send an email message or 
a fax or even when you 
pick up the telephone, you 
seldom think about the 
incredibly complex and 
expensive infrastructure 
that is at your 
command.  What 
remains special about 
Amateur Radio is that 
we can communicate 
without such an 
infrastructure. 

See overleaf: 

 

W A T T S  U P ?      

“When future 

generations 

study the history 

of the twentieth 

century, they 

will find quite a 

list of ways in 

which it 

influenced their 

world” 
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Still, there is no denying 
the shift in our relative 
position in the 
telecommunications 
firmament.  As the new 
century approaches, 
telecommunications 
technology is advancing all 
around us at a dizzying 
pace – and the process of 
change has barely begun.  
You can’t pick up a 
newspaper without seeing 
ads for digital cellular and 
PCS phones.  All across the 
country, television 
stations are preparing to 
deliver digital TV signals to 
their audiences.  Cable 
companies have begun 
supplying residential 
customers with Internet 
hook-ups that run an 
order of magnitude faster 
than telephone modems, 
and the phone companies 
are racing to compete.  
Billions of dollars are 
being invested in new 
satellite systems that will 
expand the global 
information village into 
literally every corner on 
the surface of our planet.  
What is the proper 
relationship between 
Amateur Radio and this 
new technology?  There 
are several possible 
answers, none of them 
necessarily right or wrong 
– but your own answer 
tells a lot about you. 

Many amateurs aren’t all 
that interested in using 
new technology in 
Amateur Radio.  Dyed-in-
the-wool Luddites are rare 
in our midst; more 
common are those who 
simply want to use their 
free time to escape from 

the technology that 
confronts them every day 
at work, or who revere 
older ways of doing things 
because of the values they 
represent.  Is there 
anything wrong with that?  
Absolutely not.  You can 
find parallels in virtually 
every field of human 
endeavour.  It is a 
common misconception 
that only older people feel 
this way; in fact, the belief 
that the quality of life is 
not measured by a 
technological yardstick 
cuts across generational 
lines. 

For others, the 
opportunity for hands-on 
experience with current 
technology is what keeps 
them interested.  Where 
else but in Amateur Radio 
can you build and operate 
your own satellite ground 
station – or for that 
matter, your own 
satellite?  Where else can 
you explore alternatives to 
commercial 
telecommunications 
systems?  These amateurs 
hold that using new 
technology is good for its 
own sake, and chafe at 
regulations and practices 
that tend to perpetuate 
the status quo.  Again, 
there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with their point of 
view. 

In the middle, and perhaps 
deserving of more 
attention than it normally 
receives, is the view that 
new technology should be 
actively embraced 
whenever it can address 
and solve existing 

problems in Amateur Radio.  
With the possible exception 
of the newer HF digital 
modes, mainstream 
Amateur Radio activity is 
not yet taking full 
advantage of what 
technology has to offer. 

By itself, the fact that every 
other radio communication 
service is shifting from 
analogue to digital doesn’t 
mean we have to follow 
suit – but what could we 
accomplish if we did?  
Conceivably, we could 
make it a lot more difficult 
for antisocial types to jam 
and abuse repeaters and 
nets.  We could reduce 
frequency coordination 
conflicts and barriers to 
new repeaters in congested 
areas.  We could share our 
creativity with one another 
more effectively, through 
multimedia.  Groups of 
amateurs having different 
interests could share 
common resources, such as 
good repeater sites, 
without getting in one 
another’s way.  – K1ZZ 

W A T T ’ S  U P ?    C O N T :  

“For others, the 

opportunity for 

hands-on 

experience with 

current 

technology is 

what keeps them 

interested.  “ 
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Amateur Radio and our 
equipment have 
developed in leaps and 
bounds since David 
Sumner wrote these 
words.  Lately, I have 
been controlling and 
operating my HF station 
at home and a remote 
controlled HF station on a 
farm, from my cell phone, 
simultaneously.  The 
opportunities are only 
limited by our collective 
vision.  What is your 
vision for the new 
technologies and Amateur 
Radio and how do we get 
there from here?   

 

Wishing you good DX 

Deon ZS1ZL 

 

Edition 61 

“If you can't convince them, confuse them.” – Harry S Truman 

Deon Erwin ZS1ZL supplies the drive current to push the Watts Up?  

Send him your news, views, tips, tricks, traps and questions on the 

CTARC email address or CTARC telephone number.  Views expressed 

are not necessarily those of the Editor or the CTARC Committee. 



“ S H A C K E D  U P ”      
S H A C K  O F  T H E  M O N T H … .   
R O B  B A R E H A M  Z S 1 S A  

Rob 

Bareham 

ZS1SA 
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Rob has been accumulating his 

station for thirty eight years and it 

utilizes equipment ranging from 

1970's hand built valve technology 

through to the state-of-the-art micro-

processor controlled equipment, all 

working in relative harmony. 

The main station is an ICOM IC-7600 

HF transceiver feeding a Griefkit, 

oops, I mean Heathkit SB200 ampli-

fier. For occasional satellite work 

Rob uses an ancient ICOM IC-271E 

all mode transceiver for 2 meters 

and a more modern Yaesu FT857D 

for 70 centimetres. PSK31 is Rob's 

favourite mode and he uses a Tiger-

tronics USB sound card modem with 

Ham Radio Deluxe software. 

The antenna system consists of a 9 meter crank up 

tower, (hand built by the original ZS1SA, the late Bill 

Venter) which because of the extreme winds in 

University Estate, is usually kept at the 6 meter 

height. The tower supports a Cushcraft MA-5B seven 

band rotatable yagi.  Also on the tower is the 

Cushcraft Oscar Pack, consisting of crossed yagis for 

2 meters and 70 centimetres (at a fixed elevation 

angle) along with a Larsen dual band vhf-uhf 5/8 

wave vertical at the very top of the 

mast for local FM work. A standard 40 

meter dipole on a separate mast 

completes the small antenna farm. 

  

The sign on the wall of Rob's shack 

is from an old Hallicrafters 

advertisement in the December 

1963 issue of QST which Rob feels 

is as pertinent today as it was 

almost fifty years ago. 

Happy 

Birthday 

Rob for 

June 12th! 

The Key Operator! 



S W O P  S H O P  &  A N D  “ S U R P L U S  T O  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S ” … … . .  

Swops Swops 

Swops !!! 

 

This is the  

place to 

advertise your 

“Surplus to 

Requirements” 

(With Prices) 
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Swops Swops Swops......  

Please Note! 

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods 

are sold or you want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at  

zs1ct@ctarc.org.za  before the 10th of the month preceding the Newsletter. 

 
FOR SALE 
Azden 10 meter FM transceiver for repeater or simplex use. 
 
Specs are: 
Frequency Coverage 28.0 to 29.7 MHz, Transmit power 10W High, 1W Low, 
Type of emission F3/FM, Band scanning, Remote control microphone, mobile 
bracket, 
Simplex or split frequency for repeater use. In original box. 
 
But wait, that’s not all, to let you use this radio to hear many Amateur FM satellites 
orbiting overhead, including our own SO67 Sunbananasat, included free is a 
Hamtronics CA-432-5 UHF receiving converter. Using this equipment with your 
current 2 meter fm transceiver plus a UHF antenna 
will let you work these satellites with ease.     
                                         R800.00 
 
Rob  ZS1SA 
021 447 3578 or 082 551 5423 

“COME ON EVERYONE  SEND YOUR  SWOPS IN   TO THE  

EDITOR WITH  PICS AND PRICES…………….  

YOU NEVER KNOW !” 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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ADVERTISEMENTS AND  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming month,  

may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that you  

would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports. 

Disclaimer.  

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this 

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain. 

Delivering solu-

tions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and 

management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our 

skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in 

electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as 

well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 

For more information on WSP contact:    Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our   Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 

 

 

 

WSP  KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO NOT 

HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.  

Thank you WSP 

← 

 
5/6     Michelle Basset ZS1MCB 
6/6     Danny Blanckenberg ZS1BL 
10/6   Na-Aim Jordan ZU1NJ 
12/6   Rob Bareham ZS1SA 
14/6   Nick Curwell ZS1ZD 
17/6   Brian Greenwood ZS1ANO 
5/7     Hans Hohlbein ZS1HJH 
  

 
6/7       John Blackman ZS1PM 
8/7       John Haycox ZS1AGH 
11/7     Alan Smith ZS1AAX 
20/7     Shaun Overmeyer ZS1RA 
23/7     Tim Schoeman ZS1T 
26/7     Tippy Marais ZS1CL 
  


