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Chairman’s Chat
I was privileged to be invited to the exercise debriefing and prize
giving of the recently run, Hamnet Western Cape Winter Challenge Communications Exercise. This was a most informative
and entertaining afternoon well spent! The exercise was a complete success with humorous interludes, but proving that with modest equipment and simple antennas and
running QRP, much can be achieved. The article by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR in last
month’s ‘Ragchew’ is typical of the event.
However, what impressed me the most was the serious undertone of the whole exercise. We were addressed by a senior representative of ‘Fire and Rescue’ in the Western Cape. He was one of the South African team that went to Japan to assist in the
aftermath of the Tsunami there. He emphasised that a similar disaster of sorts could
be expected here at any time too, inferring that this is not supposition, but fact. He
also made the point, that ‘Hams’ were very much involved in the initial communications during the disaster in Japan, and suggested that as we have the equipment and
the expertise, should be available to assist if a catastrophe occurs here also!
Maybe, we as licensed amateurs should all think seriously about our role in community service, and due to our unique hobby, be obliged to participate, and not depend
on just a few dedicated people to help. I’m sure that in one way or another notwithstanding our individual circumstances, we could all make a contribution of sorts in this
context?
The presentation by OM Barry Fletcher, ZS1FJ at our last Club meeting was both entertaining and informative. He referred to his experience to St. Martin as ‘A DX Tour in
a Suitcase’. And indeed, it was a small suitcase at that, which carried lightweight wire
antennas, two Transceivers, an FT857D and a TS50S, and various other essential
tools, spares and necessary paraphernalia. The Fibreglass telescopic mast was transported in a separate tube. Apparently, his wife Inga was a little concerned that he had
more equipment than clothing?
Here again was some more food for thought! Simple antennas, small transceivers,
and with a little ingenuity many contacts can be made and it can be an enjoyable experience too!
OM Klaus, ZS1QO showed us some samples of 1mm dia. plastic covered stainless
steel cable suitable for wire antennas, very nice indeed, although a little pricey!
Till next month then, and in the meantime, endure the ‘Icy’ conditions!
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW Noel
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From The Sec……. The Important “Stuff”
From the Secretary..
Hi All.
Not much membership news to report on other than to say a big
welcome to our newest member, Matt Feinstein ZS1MTF. It is
lovely to have very youthful hams joining our club and to see the
way Matt bounced up the ladder on to the roof to change the
realignment of our wire antennas last weekend was certainly a
refreshing sight. Welcome aboard Matt. I am sure you are going to
have many a year of wonderful experiences with radio and the
great camaraderie that goes with it.
On other note, REMINDER that subs are now due and hope to see
you all at the AGM on Saturday 28th July 2012.
Russell ZS1VK

N.B.
See pages 3 and 4 for AGM
Notices and information

Clubs Contact
Chairman
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 0845281805

Secretary / Treasurer
Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 0217129767 or 072-2599430
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
Website: www.ctarc.org.za

Diary of Events
Our special events schedule for
the year ahead are:
28 July
18/19 August
17/18 November
24 November

AGM
Lightship Weekend
SARL Field Day
End of year function

73 and hope to see you all at the Meeting on
the 28th
Rob, ZS1SA
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AGM Notices and Agenda: (28 July 2012)
CAPE T OW N AMAT E U R RAD I O C E NT R E
A Member Club of the South African Radio League

NOTICE OF MEETING
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CAPE TOWN
AMATEUR RADIO CENTRE WILL BE HELD AT THE ROUND TABLE
COMMUNITY CENTRE, LAIDLAW ROAD RONDEBOSCH
AT 14:00 ON SATURDAY 28th JULY 2012

AGENDA
01

Opening of meeting and apologies

02

Confirmation of notice of meeting and quorum

03

Silent Keys

04

Confirmation of minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 30th July 2011

05

Matters arising from the minutes

06

Report of the Administrative Sub Committee (Chairman’s Report)

07

Treasurer's report and approval of the accounts

08

Awards and Trophies.

09

Election of office bearers and Activity Convenors (*See note 1)

10

Election of Working Committee and Bank Signatory Mandates

11

Appointment of Honorary Auditor

12

Other business (** See note 2)

13

Votes of thanks

14

Close of meeting & Refreshments

* Note 1: NOMINATIONS
In terms of the Constitution, nominations will only be valid if confirmed by the nominee at the meeting
personally, or in writing from the nominee in their absence.
* Note 2 OTHER BUSINESS
In terms of the Constitution, items to be raised under "Other business" must be notified to the Secretary
in writing not less than 7 days before the A.G.M.
Meeting duly called on 4 July 2012
Russell Mycroft
ZS1VK
Secretary
NB
If you have not yet done so, please renew your membership.
A membership renewal form is enclosed for your convenience.
Cape Town Amateur Radio Centre
P. O. Box 2541 CLAREINCH 7740
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Dave Reece
ZS1DFR

“So, what does one
do to make one’s
own estate
valuable, and to
make it possible
for one’s heirs to
realise the value of
this huge
collection of stuff
each of us has? ”

“Other Avenues To Explore”
Hi all! In this last edition
before the demise of the
current committee as it is
constituted and the rise like
Phoenix out of the ashes of
the previous committee of a
new one, I thought I’d take a
look at the rather gloomy
matter of deciding how you
deal with the valuable items in
your shack after you’ve gone
to the Great Hamvention In
The Sky, so to speak!
I’m indebted to a fellow
amateur, who shall remain
nameless, for this idea, in case
his
equally
obsessive
personality is revealed to all
to see! I’m also stimulated by
my memories of our dear
friend Bud Voortman, who
had his stuff so well organised
and documented that the
business of disposing of his
assets in a sensible way
seemed to hum along like
clockwork, if you’ll pardon
the mixed metaphor!
Well, getting to the meat of
the idea, it seems right that we
should not be lumbering our
nearest and dearest, in their
hour of grief (hopefully), with
the seemingly insurmountable
task of sorting out which rig
goes with which mike, or
which box, or which other
goodies, let alone deciding
who should organise
their disposal, or
how much each item
is worth! I think I
would fall over, if I
knew I had to
dispose of my silent
key
partner’s
collection
of
smocking gadgets,
or sewing machines,
overlockers, knitting
machines, and all
the
paraphernalia
that goes with them!
I’m sure you get my
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drift....
So, what does one do to
make one’s own estate
valuable, and to make it
possible for one’s heirs to
realise the value of this
huge collection of stuff
each
of
us
has?
(Remember that quotable
quote I mentioned on a
Sunday bulletin the
other week, about the
chap who said his
greatest fear was that
his wife would sell all
his equipment after he
died for the price he
said he had paid for it
all?!)
Well,
one
starts
documenting it all,
that’s what one does!
Now,
I’m
not
suggesting you should
be writing a 900 page
book containing all the fine
detail about everything you
own. But what you could
consider doing, is to start
by creating a folder on
your PC called “My
Estate”, or some such
thing, and tell your family
about its presence. Inside
that folder, you then create
sub-folders
for “Ham
Stuff”,
or
“Fishing
Equipment”
or
“Photography”
or
whatever. Right, now after
that exertion, go and sit
down and pour yourself a
stiff one. After all, half the
work is done – you’ve at
least made a start! A week
or two later, start planning
how to list each major item
in your shack, perhaps with
its own sub-folder entitled
“FT-107 Transceiver” or
whatever. Make the title
easy to understand by the
uninitiated, so that family
or close friends (not

necessarily Hams) can at least
identify what you’re talking
about.
Then, within that folder, write
down in a text file whatever
you think might be pertinent
to the item, like whether it has
a box, and where it is, which
mike goes with it, where the
manual is, what you paid for it

and when (very important,
this, because devaluation has
to be taken into account).
Websites like “rigpix” or the
SARL equipment value page
may be very useful in helping
you to decide what they are
currently worth, if you can’t
remember.
Extremely important, to an
obsessive fool like me, would
be to take a front photo of the
item and a close up of the
serial number on the back, or
underneath, if you can, and
put those in the folder with
the
description.
Digital
cameras and smartphones
make this last requirement so
easy these days.....
See Overleaf:
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“Other Avenues To Explore”… Cont:
And if, like Bud Voortman, it is your intention to leave some of these items to various organisations or people after your departure, do indicate this fact very clearly in the sub-folder you’ve created about the item. If you wish certain persons to be made responsible for the disposal of your
equipment, please indicate that in your Estate folder, and do ask them before you shuffle off, so
that they are at least aware of their role. After all, that is only fair. (A “thinks” bubble – perhaps a
“readmefirst.doc” in the original folder, so that the family can see how to handle it all?)(Another
“thinks” bubble – leave this folder parked on your desktop, so that your bereaved relatives can find
it easily after you’re gone!)
Once you’ve got all that under your belt and done, it will be a piece of old tacky doing the same
with your collection of old Cantonese silver plated spokeshaver’s coracles, which you have been
lovingly and painstakingly restoring to their former glory, when you should have been on the air
working DX! We have ways and means of checking on you, so don’t say you haven’t been
warned!!!
See you at the AGM. 73 Dave ZS1DFR

“Once you’ve
got all that
under your
belt and done,
it will be a
piece of old
tacky”

Past Events and Future Happenings:
REPORT BACKS
IARU Contest Participation
On the weekend of 14 and 15 July five of our members operated ZS1CT at the clubhouse during the
24 hour period of the contest, including operating throughout the night, except for a few hours break
between 03:00 and 06:00 when a short sleep break was needed. Taking part in the event organized
our Contest Manager OM Dirk was ZS1MTF, our newest member Matt, and regulars ZS1BL Danny,
ZS1FJ Barry, ZS1VK Russell and ZS1X Dirk. Dirk reported on the Sunday bulletin that we also had several visitors to the station during the contest including Grant Hutton, a prospective new ham, ZS1FW
Noel, ZR1GFT Geoff and ZS1TM Tony.
Thanks to Dirk and the team for a job well done and showing our flag in the IARU contest.

Reminders:
AGM This Saturday 28th at 14:00
CT-Net

Every Monday evening at 19:30 on the 145.750 repeater.
Chairman Noel conducts a short net for members to call in and take part in an informal
and friendly chat and discussion on a wide variety of topics. Please join us for this brief
members get-together each week.

International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 18 and 19 August at
the Green Point lighthouse.

Rob ZS1SA
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CONTEST CORNER
#15
By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X
Upcoming Local Events in August – Also see the SARL web: http://www.sarl.org.za/public/
contests/contestrules.asp

Dirk Lotz,
ZS1X

5 August

-

SARL HF Phone Contest

9 August

-

SARL YL Sprint

19 August

-

SARL HF Digital Contest

26 August

-

SARL HF CW Contest

Upcoming International Events in August – See this link for more detail http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html Only some of the bigger contests have been mentioned below.

For a full
list and
contest
rules visit
www.hornu
copia/
contestcal/
index.html

4, 5 August

-

10-10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB

4, 5 August

-

North American QSO Party, CW

11, 12 August

-

WAE DX Contest, CW

18, 19 August

-

International Lighthouse Weekend

18, 19 August

-

North American QSO Party, SSB

22 August

-

SKCC Sprint

25, 26 August

-

SCC RTTY Championship

25, 26 August

-

YO DX HF Contest

THIS MONTH’S DX TIP
QRM - Sometimes we have to contend with QRM. Sometimes intentional. Absolutely the
best way to eliminate this activity is to ignore it. This can be difficult at times, but if you
comment on the air the QRM generator has the satisfaction of knowing he is bothering
you and will be driven to continue – VA3JS
73’s & Good DX!
de
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Swop Shop…………..
1)

Signalink USB with built-in sound card. This one is for the Yaesu FT897/
FT857 as it includes the data cable as well as the "Plug & Play" jumper
module for the FT897/FT857. Can be used on other rigs but buyer may need
to purchase the correct data cable if not used on an FT897/FT857. NB:See
http://www.tigertronics.com for more detail - R900

2)
Kenwood TK2107 commercial Hand Held (VHF – 150 to 174MHz),16
Channels,
in very good condition. The radio comes with Rapid Desktop Charger
and 4 Batteries. All batteries in 100% working order Original and 2 aftermarket hicapacity batteries.) Manual (for what it’s worth, included.) If required, I can
program the radio to your requirements. Tested by Global Communications and
works perfectly on the 2m Amateur Band. R750 (the batteries alone are worth more
than the asking price) Note: Also available - Earpiece / lapel PPT/MIC for the
TK2107 @ R150-00 and also a Programming cable (RS232) for the TK2107 @ R200.
(If you buy the cable I will include the required software)

Come on
Guys send in
your swops
with pictures
and prices to
me for next
months
bumper
edition of
Swop Shop...

3)

Morse Mate (QRV) with RF cable and Manual @ R150

4)

ZS1IL Homebrew Sound Card Interface with cables for Yaesu FT857/
FT897
(for any rig but the
included cables are
for FT897/FT857) @ R150

(Shipping for buyers account. Location: Cape Town. Blaauwberg.)
Contact: Johnny (ZS1ME) Mobile: 083 304 0188 Home: 021 557 7417

Two Metal Masts available for free, but to be collected in Lakeside/Muizenberg.
One is an old flagpole (Steel) and the other is part of an aluminium mast, both
between 5M and 6M long. Contact me for details.
Many thanks, Noel
(Contact:

Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805)

FOR SALE
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS

Swops
Swops
Swops

Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1
Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips,
10.7Mhz & 455Khz Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores
Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za
RAGCHEW
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS
AND NOTICES!
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming
month, may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you
all that you would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.

6/8 Mike Schumannn ZS1FP

27/8 Chris Muller ZS1TX

11/8 Mike Howell ZS1PE

29/8 Gerald Meneses ZS1GRM

26/8 Ian Basset ZS1IKB

30/8 Mike Wolffe ZS1CO

Delivering
Solutions

←
WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and management services to the property, land and
construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built
environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact:
Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700 or our
Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za

WSP
KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF
THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE
WHO DO NOT HAVE INTERNET
CAPABILITIES.
Thank you WSP

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain.

