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Chairman’s Chat

This old Chairman is at his wits end trying to find
inspiration as to what to write about this month!
Wel | |, wedre in to the Yy
I f youodre | ike me, but
planned to get finished by now are still on my
workbench!

How long | have been contemplating building a Carolina
Windom for 40 and 80, not to mention the half finished Power
Pack, and of course still fiddling with my Amplifier. There is also
the lazy approach to getting into CW again. The thought came
to me, in that, | wonder how cost effective our involvement is in
terms of the equipment we own and how much it is used? But

on t he ot her hand, I t 0s ni ¢ e

occasions when the o6ébug bite

S

0)

for a short time! | guess that

Sometimes | despair about our involvement in Amateur Radio

~

0)

where Communication i s our game

the opinion, that a lot of our waning interest and or problems we
experience with each other are purely a result of bad
communication or lack of it. | do believe however that our
changing world has a lot to do with this. E mail, Google, Face
Book to name a few has made us insular as a result of being
able to communicate globally, without even seeing or hearing
each other. There is no intimacy in this context, where in the old
days, even a hand written letter had some substance!

We, as Radio Amateurs, can at least talk to each other if not
seen, but still it does not happen that frequently? A simple QSO
could be an introduction or a means of getting to know
someone. At least we would be using our equipment and
opening up dialogue? Of cour
one on one can work wonders and in a contentious situation,
diffuse enmity!

Continued Overleatf...:




Chairman’s Chat Cont:

By the way, the opening social of the Club at the end of
January was a huge success, with much interaction
between all those present. Although, technical

di scussions among the OMO6s w
there was still time for pleasant socialising. Our thanks go

to Anne and Rob who organised the event, and to all
those that helped and patrticipated. The Hamburgers were
excellent, and a good Ham spirit prevailed there.

I n conclusion, a few thoughts

Communication

(from Latnc omml ni ¢ Ur e, me a ) isnthe " t
Communication activity of conveying information through the exchange of
thoughts, messages, or information, as by speech,
(from Latin visuals, signals, writing, or behaviour. It is the meaningful
commi ni ¢ Ur e ,exchange of information between two or more living
meaning "to creatures. o _
share) | o thus communication can occur across vast distances

in time and space. Communication requires that the
communicating parties share an area of communicative
commonality.

Ti |1 next ti me, OFrom this ol

Take Care, 73
to all,

de

ZS1FW Noel.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information

Dondt

the CTARC

bulletin every
Sunday at

08:30

This Sunday
your Bulletin

reader is
Tony, ZSITM

For your info:

Full Sunday
bulletin

reader
schedule to

follow next
month!

||1iss

Club News and Details

Hi Everyone

We welcome a new member this month. Jim Heydenrych, ZL002. Jim lives in
Goodwood and is a listener member. Welcome Jim we hope to meet you at the Flea
Mar ket on 1 March, and also hope you

Nick ZS1ZD has set up a brilliant blog site for us. You will find all sorts of interesting
information and pictures at the flowing link:  zslct.blogspot.com do take a look.

enfj oy

Thanks Nick.

This February edition of Ragchew will be sent out to you all by email, and you will

also find it on our Web Site and on Nicjkos
Looking forward to seeing you all at the CTARC®O s ABumper Bl ea
Remember the new start time of 12 Noon . ( see full detail sf on
be cooking up a storm, so come along, sfe | |
you have bought from SWCBN, AiShe Who JCanr
goes onéé.just when we think the sparefjroo
Ainew unwantedso (we think) returnt ! 11

Oh yes | al most forgot, for those who wWerer
air,) | am a member of the CTARC.

Regards tAoneal | éé. .

For your information

Your CTARC Committee:

Noel Futter ZS1FW (Chairman) Tony McKewen ZS1TM

Rob Bareham ZS1SA (Vice) Deon Erwin ZS1ZL (Tech Queries)

Danny Blankenburg ZS1BL  (Treasurer) Paul Kennedy ZS1XK

Anne Bareham (Sec/ Ed) Shaun Overmeyer ZS1RA

Dirk Lotz ZS1X

CLUB CONTACT DETAILS

Chairman:
Noel Futter— ZS1FW can be reached on
021-715-2024 or 084-5281805
Or
Secretary:
Anne Bareham can be reached on
072-268 1207
or email: zslct@qsl.net

Postal address:
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740



http://zs1ct.blogspot.com/

The Largest Ham Event In the Cape
The CTARC Annual Bumper

Upcoming Event.. It’s Almost Here....!

weather cooperates for us as it did last year.

Flea Market
Even bi gger and betlhe
date of the Annual Flea Market is easy to
remember, always the first Saturday

afternoon in March at the club house. This year
it is on March 1 and we are hoping that the

We will try to procure access the main hall in the event of foul
weather but this has still be be confirmed with the Round Table
group who control the hall. There will be a small charge to
sellers this year but no charge to buyers. There will be a prize
draw at the end of the day for exhibitors based on their ticket
number. Anne will be selling various snacks and food stuffs
including hot dogs etc: and ice cold refreshments as usual, and
the exact starting time will be announced as we get closer to the

day.

There is no time like the present to start sorting out the shack

and boxing up those unused
and surplus items. Bring them
along to the CTARCAnNnual Flea
Market and convert them into
instant cash. Who knows, you
may even find better or more
interesting toys at the Flea
Market that you can then take
home with you and have great
fun with.

Start planning now and look
forward to seeing all of those
friendly smiles of our fellow
Amateurs from around the
Cape.

73

Rob ZS1SA

A
Reminder of
that Saturday
1 March
Is the bumper
CTARC Flea
Market.

This event
takes the place
of the usual
March Meeting.
Start time
12:00!
The
be cooking up a
storm, and
Boerie Rolls will
be on sale and
refreshments
will also be
available,.
See you all

there!

y e ar

XYLSs
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CONTEST CORNER
#32
By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X

Upcoming Local Events in March — Also see the SARL web: http://
www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp

SARL Hamnet 40 Metre Contesfi 2" March

SARL VHF/UHF/Microwave Contest 16" to 17™ March

Upcoming International Events in March — See this link for more detail
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html  Only some of the

bigger contests have been mentioned below.

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB i 1% 2" March

oOUpcom|l ng
. DARC 10 - Meter Digital Contest i 2" March
International

Events in
AWA John Rollins Memorial DX Contest )
Mar cho

5" gt 8" 9™ March

North American Sprint, RTTY i 9™ March

BARTG HF RTTY Contest i 15™ to 17 " March

Russian DX Contest 1 15", 16 ™ March

CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB i 29", 30 " March



http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
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Repeater Protocol & Courtesy

REPEATER PROTOCOL & COURTESY

The ordinary practices observed in any ham radio activity apply to repeaters. Listen first, listen
some more, and then jump in. Keep transmissions short, leave gaps for others to join, identify
yourself (call and also first name). Keep language clean, and realize there may be many silent

ltés best to wait |l onger, at | east f okeyswvd q
transmitting. Waiting even longer, especially during commute hours, will allow other hams space
to join the conversation or to request use of the repeater for a more urgent call to another ham.

To start a conversation when a repeater is idle, call someone you expect to be listening, or just
throw out your call with something | ike AZ

an existing conversation, wait for a gap and quickly inject your call, or perhaps the word

ties transmit at the same time. This becomes troublesome when there are several hams sharing
the same conversation. ltds not a cardinal
after you un-key your mike and another ham tells you about it, or you hear another party in the
middle of his half of the double.

Keeping transmissions short reduces the magnitude of the disruption. It is also helpful to direct
control to the next participant in some consistent order, by name or call, when you finish talking.

When you are done wusing the repeater, sign
monitoringo. This | ets other hams know the
have signed off.

Here are our Guidelines for over the air etiquette:

#1. Follow the Golden Rule meaning that you should treat others as you would like to be
treated.

#2. Do not talk about politics, sex or religion .

#3. Do not talk negatively about other people or organisations.

We understand that everyone slips once in a while, no matter how hard they try. But, we expect

Afcomment 6. You may have to do that more thahpm
of thought. Reserve the term fAbreako for an
Double trouble: A common problem during any

D

5

S |

|l i steners. You donét really know how many peopl

m 4

1 X

ZS1XXOo. Note, this is a single CQ, not aTdjeonhg o

on
e me

of f

al | usero6s to do their very best to follow f§hes
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ZS9MADIBA/MM

The special call sign ZSIMADIBA  and the worldwide HFactivity as a result
of the efforts of numerous ZS operators was the brainchild of John Golby
ZS1ZC.

John heard a mention on 567 Cape Talk radio of the Madiba tribute sail being
organized by the Royal Cape Yacht Club when yachts would sail out to Robber
Island on the Sunday morning coinciding with the funeral and burial of late
President Nelson Mandela.

John approached the Council of the SARL with the idea of activating an HF
station on one or more of the HF bands at any one time. A special one month
licence was obtained in an exceptionally short time from ICASA and the action|
began on 11" of December.
A subsequent discussion took place between John, Robert ZS1FF and Papl
ZS1S and it was decided that they would operate a maritime mobile station on
Robertds yacht AAmbereso, while taking
on the Sunday morning.

The HF conditions were not wonderful unfortunately and a few contacts were
made on 20 metres and locally on VHF.

The photograph taken of Robertos yalcht
of Kim van Zyl. He was aboard one of the other yachts participating in the
event.

The sea conditions were very good, the yachts anchored just south of the
entrance to Murrayo6s Harbour, a spec¢i a
the authorities until 1600 hours.
The prison and
the watchtowers
can be seen in
the picture, a
stark reminder of
the unpleasant
history of the
island.

involved in the ==
ZS9MADIBA =
activities.
Paul Johnson
ZS1S
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Installing the Communications Specialists
S$S-64 CTCSS Encoder Board

More than a decade ago, when most of the local repeaters converted to CTCSS (Continuous
Tone Controlled Sub Audible Squelch) access the Cape Town club came up with a CTCSS
encoder board as a club project. Many of us built these units and installed them into pur
two metre radios.
Although this was a fun and educational project, the actual encoder board had several Hasic
problems. One of which it is heat sensitive and if the radio is operated in the car where|it is
subject to wide temperature variations the frequency of the tone would vary. In additign,
the tones were affected by high levels of RF present inside the radio itself.

| struggled with this problem for many years in my Icor220 radio until recently when |
obtained a Communications Specialists Inc moded& ®ncoder board from Klaus, ZS1QQ®
(083626 6964).
This board is extremely tiny, measuring only about 18 by about 25 mm, small enough tp fit
inside most hand held radios. In addition, the tones are selected by setting a serieg of
switches, no calibrated frequency counter is required as was the case in the old CTARC
board. In addition, this board is RF proof and is not bothered by the presence of high Igvels
of RF inside the radio. Unlike the CTARC board, tH&1 $®ard uses a built in crystal to
ensure temperature stability.

Installation consists of soldering 3 wires on the683nside the radio. One pair of wires
O2yySOta G2 (GKS L) dza FyR YAydza 2F (KS NI RA?Z2
to the audio input of the transmitter. A very convenient place is the centre lead on the

N} RA2Qa RSGOAIFIGA2Yy O2yGNRt LRGO®
The only adjustments you need to make is to set the CTCSS tone frequency via the selector
switches on the S64 which are listed on the accompanying instruction sheet and adjustipg
the tone volume on the CTCSS board so the transmitted tone is just loud enough to trigger
the repeater and no more.

There are extra wires on the $8 for
the more adventurous experimentdas
such as selecting multiple tones
reverse burst operation which is n
necessary for basic repeater operatio
Overall | was most impressed with t
high quality of this board and the eal
of installation. If you are also struggli
with the old CTARC tone board or |
want to add CTCSS to an older rig,
SS64 is an ideal solution.

73
Rob ZS1SA
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Swop Shop

For Sale.

ICOM 2GXE HANDHELD. In good running
condition complete with the following,

HM -54 Spkr Mike, IC91 Charger, ICOM CP13
charger for the car

220v_12v adaptor for use with the CP13,
handbook, Carry case,

3x Rubber ducks and 3x extension antennas.
Separate Battery Pack BP160. (Needs to be
repacked).

R900 ONCO

A PROJECTA Australian 12V 8
Amp/ 4.3 A Continuous PSU.

In excellent condition, very little
use from new.
Made in Australia, (not China)

R490 ONCO
Offers

to crockfordbernie@gmail.com
Phone 074 1520324

|
New star for 2014! FOR SALE
Do send in your swops and you TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS

Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS -1:1,4:1 & 9:1

can name a price and send a Also DIY Kits available
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 10.7Mhz
i | & 455Khz
pICtU re too! Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores

Contact Dirk - ZS1X
Cell: 084 552 8573
email: zslx@iburst.co.za

Send in your swpp soone.

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know if your goods are sold or you
want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at zslct@ctarc.org.za before

the 10th of the month



mailto:zs1x@iburst.co.za
mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
mailto:crockfordbernie@gmail.com
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BIRTHDAY WISHES

To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in February,
may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all

that you would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports.
Happy Birthday to you All.

Here are the February 2014

Birthdays
04/Feb ZS1RY David Rycroft
07/Feb ZS1FJ Barry Fletcher
16/Feb Z51Q0 Klaus Knopf
21/Feb ZS1PZ Peter Stuart
26/Feb ZS1BTD Brian Dutlow
28/Feb ZS1PDY Patrick Yeadon
[.l Ws P peere
// solutions

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and management
services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the
built environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration

engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact: Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 87000r our Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za

WSP KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO

NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.

Disclaimer.

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or
omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any commit
tee member or other members of the Club.

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Ra-
dio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain.




